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Dear Peacehaven Friends,

Spring and summer are a time of planting and growth. The soil has been pre-
pared, seeds have been planted and, with a little nourishment from the sun 
and rain, all is beginning to flourish. In fact, we just had a bountiful harvest of 

organically grown strawberries that we have shared with many in our community.   
 But it is not just the garden that is growing at Peacehaven. If you haven’t been 
out lately, the raised hill to the right of the barn has a whole new facade. What be-
gan a year ago with a wall raising ceremony will soon be a 4709-square foot home 
awaiting the finishing touches. In just a few short months, Susan’s View will open 

and welcome Peacehaven’s first residents to 
the farm and community. 
 As we prepare for new core members, 
we are also making sure we have the right 
staff and programs in place. We have four new employees who are 
working hard to have the program and housing needs ready for 
the fall.  Additionally two college interns are working full time in 
the garden this summer to maximize the production to have food 
ready for the core members to enjoy as well as to continue our 
donations to help meet local hunger needs.
 In the pages that follow you will read about some other 
unique ways that Peacehaven is growing. We will be adding a 

state-of-the-art, accessible playground to the property, transforming the space at Peacehaven Community 
Farm into a playful paradise and to further our love of play and community. Additionally, Peacehaven 
has just been awarded a grant to become the intermediary for the AmeriCorps VISTA program in our 
community and will use our success and expertise with the VISTA program to help other nonprofits in 
the community with critical capacity building needs.
 Nourishment comes in many forms, and at Peacehaven, one unique way is in the form of volunteers. 
Whether it be watering the produce, hammering a nail at Susan’s View, or building a playground, our 
volunteers are central to the life and mission of Peacehaven – we would not exist without them.   The 
photo above is from 3rd Annual Day of Service in memory of Mike Farrell. This photos serves as a good 
reminder of what can happen when people join together to serve and make their community a better 
place for all its members.
 In that spirit I offer you my thanks for everything you have done to bring us to this important 
moment in our service to folks with special needs in our community. Thank you.

Blessings,

C o m m u n i t y  F a r m
Peacehaven

7 Birthday
Campaigns
Yield Big 
Results



Catherine Machanic is 
a rising senior at Early 

College at Guilford. She 
is a regular Saturday 

workday volunteer and 
she frequently serves as 

a Project Leader.  Her 
can-do attitude and her 
generous heart are just 

two of the reasons she is 
a treasured Peacehaven 

volunteer.
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Meet Volunteer 
Catherine Machanic

I am very excited to write about my 
work at Peacehaven because so 
much is going on right now ... the 

construction of the house, the accessible 
playground, and the workdays with 
dozens of volunteers. I’m especially 
excited to say that I have made new 
friends, who I continue to see at Peace-
haven and who I love to work with. 
It sounds sappy, but the friendliness 
at Peacehaven and the people who 

encourage me to keep coming 
really make the community 
special. 
 At Peacehaven there is 
always so much to do! This 
year, the farm seems busier 
than ever but also so pro-
ductive. The days feel like 
they should be longer to get 
everything done, but I feel 
much has been accomplished 
when they’re over. Just in 
the last month or so I helped 
plant 20-plus beds with var-
ious varieties of produce, so 
I know the season at Peace-
haven is getting off to a good 
start. I think it is neat that I 
am helping as a project leader 
on some workdays because I 
am leading new volunteers, 

and I hope to encourage them to come 
back for a long time. 

 I have volunteered at Peacehaven 
since 2011, so I have seen the farm grow 
and change. The construction of the 
house seemed far off and the number of 
volunteers was a fraction of what it is 
today. I can honestly say that I expected 
Peacehaven to grow, but it happened so 
quickly that I am surprised and thrilled.  
 The work I do when I come to 
Peacehaven means so much to me 
because it helps me become more un-
derstanding about the needs of others, 
and I get to help out and work with 
many friends I have made along the 
way.  
 So many people love coming to 
Peacehaven now, just as I have for 
the last three summers.  Everyone is 
welcome at the farm and everyone can 
contribute. Peacehaven is amazing be-
cause I can help out in the garden with 
people who are very different and who 
have very different needs. The thing is, 
anyone can do something to help out 
and everyone is welcome, which for-
tunately has brought me together with 
some really incredible people.
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Susan’s View Construction Nearly Complete

It’s been 10 months since we raised the 
first walls at Peacehaven and not only 
do we see a beautiful house overlook-

ing the garden…we see the end of con-
struction for Susan’s View.  We anticipate 
completing the house by this summer and 
moving our first core members into their 
new home this fall.  
 At Peacehaven, community grounds 
us as an organization and has been the 
foundation for the construction of Susan’s 
View.  We are beyond grateful to Habitat 
for Humanity of Greater Greensboro and 
all the volunteers that swung a hammer, 
provided a lunch, made a donation or 
helped in countless other ways to make 
our dream of providing affordable hous-
ing for people with special needs a reality.  
In your honor and because so many of 
you have asked, we would like to provide 
a “Top 10 Answers to the Susan’s View 
Questions.”

10.  The house has four core member  
 bedrooms with personal baths.

9.  The house has a home coordinator  
 suite and two resident assistant  
 bedrooms.

8.  The basement will be equipped  
 with a kitchen that provides  
 a space to process and can   
 food from the garden.  There  
 will also be a farm product   
 craft space in the basement.

7.  The house is built to commercial  
 code and has a state-of-the-  
 art fire suppression system.

6.   Both the front and rear entrances  
 will have ramps and the entire  
 house will be ADA compliant.

5.  The house has been built to the  
 National Association of 

 Homebuilders (NAHB) Green  
 Building Standard, the foremost  
 green rating system for   
 residential construction.  

4.  A Photo Voltaic array will be mounted  
 on the barn to provide power  
 to the house and facilitate net  
 zero energy usage during all  
 but the highest demand periods.

3.   There is a front porch perfect for  
 rocking chairs and looking out  
 over the garden at the end of a  
 day’s work.

2.  With beautiful views in   
 every direction, you can’t  
 have too many porches.    
 There will be a screened   
 porch at the rear of the house.

1.  We think Habitat for Humanity  
 of Greater Greensboro rocks!

Top 10 Answers to Susan’s View Questions

Stay tuned for more information on the 
opening of Susan’s View and the plans for 
our core members to move in.
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As the Garden Grows, 
So Does the Peacehaven Staff

As our garden is flourishing with 
strawberries, potatoes, and other 
vegetables, so too is our staff. In 

three short months, the Peacehaven staff 
has grown from four to eight employees.
 Stephanie Chandler has joined the 
staff as Director of Development. In this 
new position, Stephanie will be responsible 
for spearheading fundraising efforts and 
building the fund development program. 
This includes expanding and maintaining 
relationships with major and individual do-
nors and executing our Annual Campaign, 
Seeds of Hope. 
 Stephanie has more than 20 years in 
business development and marketing. She 
holds a B.A. from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill and a Master’s de-
gree in Business Administration from The 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro.
 “I am thrilled to be a part of Peacehav-

en, and I look forward to helping this team 
maximize our development efforts as we 
continue to grow,” said Stephanie.
 Dave Bradley is our new Director of 
Operations. Dave will set and guide the 
activities for Peacehaven Community Farm 
and Susan’s View. This will include oversee-
ing farm operations, grounds keeping and 
other ancillary service including transporta-
tion. Dave will also manage and direct the 
Americorps VISTA project that is outlined 
on page 5. 
 Dave has more than 30 years of experi-
ence in engineering, research and develop-
ment and project management. He holds a 
B.S. from Colorado Technical University and 
a Master’s degree in Industrial Engineering 
from Texas Tech University.
 “Peacehaven provides me with an 
opportunity to use my experiences and 
skills and to help make the vision real,” 

said Dave. “And it is a great place to work 
too - 90 acres, gardens, tractors, an All-Ter-
rain-Vehicle, old trucks, power tools and 
wonderfully talented colleagues!”
 Carolyn Sarachaga is our Home Co-
ordinator for Susan’s View, which opens 
in a few months. Carolyn will manage the 
day-to-day operations of Susan’s View and 
manage the resident assistants, who will be 
living in the home and working with the 
core members.
 Carolyn has a B.S. degree from Furman 
University and a Master’s of Education/
Clinical Nutrition from The University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro. She has most 
recently worked as a Nutrition Educator/
Specialist for Guilford Child Development.
 “This is a dream job, “ Carolyn said. 
“Peacehaven is a beautiful place to work 
and live with a community of uniquely spe-
cial people, and we will continually grow 
and learn together as a family.”  
 Melinda Billings has joined the staff 
as a part-time Communications Coordi-
nator. Melinda has helped at Peacehaven 
in various marketing capacities over the 
past few years. She will continue that work 
as she manages external communications 
including the newsletter, website and other 
communications.  
 Her background is in marketing and 
communications with United Guaranty 
Corporation and various other non profits. 
She holds a B.A. degree in Journalism from 
The University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill.

Two college interns have joined the staff at Peacehaven 
for the summer months. Catherine (Cat) Palmer 

and Ben Pfeffer began their work June 2 and will work 
through the end of August. They will be in charge of 
the garden, including keeping the plants healthy and 
maximizing yields, as well as organizing volunteers 
during community workdays and sourcing the food 
back into the community where it is needed. 
 Cat will be a senior at Elon University next year, 
where she is studying Public Health and Human Ser-
vices. Ben will be a senior at Davidson College, where he is a math major. 
 Cat has been volunteering with Peacehaven since she was a freshmen at 
Elon in 2011, attending many Saturday workdays and serving as the Volunteer 
Coordinator for the Barnyard Dash last year.
 “Peacehaven has always had a special place in my heart, and I am so excit-
ed to finally be fully immersed in the community everyday,” said Cat. “I look 
forward to getting to know the leadership team and staff of Peacehaven better, 
as well as understanding the different roles Peacehaven plays for various com-
munity members. I am also beyond excited to be working outside everyday, 
with my hands in the dirt.” 
 Ben is relatively new to Peacehaven, but he has been drawn to the commu-
nity atmosphere of the farm on the workdays he participated in.
 “I’m excited about getting to know everyone at Peacehaven and being able 
to work with my hands and sweat everyday,” said Ben. “I can’t wait to see all 
the growth, in both me and in the garden, that takes place over the summer.”
 Please welcome Cat and Ben to the farm, and we look forward to growing 
together over the next few months.

Meet Our Summer Interns

Stephanie Chandler
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Peacehaven recently received an award from 
the Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service (CNCS) to be the AmeriCorps 

Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA) inter-
mediary between CNCS and various host sites in 
Guilford and Alamance counties.  We are grateful 
for the participation of the Leadership Greensboro 
team, as part of its 2014 Learning Project, in the 
development of the proposal that resulted in this 
award. 
 VISTA was founded in 1965 as a national 
service program designed specifically to fight poverty in 
America. Members make a year long, full-time commitment 
to serve on a specific project at a nonprofit organization or 
public agency. They focus their efforts to build the organi-
zational, administrative, and financial capacity of organi-
zations that fight illiteracy, improve health services, foster 
economic development, and otherwise assist low-income 
communities.  By increasing capacity, fruits of VISTA labor 
remain long after the VISTAs are gone.  
 Jane Randolph Johnston was an AmeriCorps VISTA 
during her two-year engagement at Peacehaven.  During her 
stay she developed the tools and processes Peacehaven staff 
use to recruit and mobilize our volunteers.
 As intermediary, Peacehaven will identify, recruit and 
represent at least 15 VISTA members placed at agencies in 
our geographically focused area.  These agencies will pay 

Peacehaven a modest monthly fee to manage the pro-
gram and to fund a portion of the cost of the volunteers.  
The rest of the cost of the program, including health 
insurance for the VISTAs, will be covered by CNCS.  
 Two of these VISTAs will be assigned to Peacehav-
en to build capacity on the farm.  Other VISTAs will be 
placed in organizations focused on population segments 
including those who are illiterate, those who are ex-of-
fenders, those who are veterans and those who are home-
less.  We are excited about the potential of this program 
as it can bring over 26,000 hours of labor annually to our 
community to support the local fight against poverty.  
Recruitment of the VISTAs will begin immediately and 
they will begin work in the fall.  
 For further information please contact Dave Bradley, 
Peacehaven Director of Operations, at (336) 458-7850 or 
David.Bradley@peacehavenfarm.org.

Peacehaven Identified as Intermediary for VISTA Program

 Executive Director Buck Cochran feels 
honored to have these new employees as a 
part of the team. “Peacehaven has always 
had more than its fair share of talented folks 
– volunteers, board members, staff - and we 
are thrilled at the new additions to the staff 

at Peacehaven,” said Buck. “Dave, Melin-
da, Stephanie, and Carolyn are amazingly 
talented folks and deeply committed to 
Peacehaven and its mission and vision.”  
 In addition to our new staff, Alice 
Blalock has assumed the role of Director of 

Community Engagement. In this role, Alice 
will work closely with Peacehaven staff, the 
board of directors and our volunteer base to 
engage the local communities with Peace-
haven’s mission.

Dave Bradley Carolyn Sarachaga Melinda Billings



Honorariums and Memorials

Courtney Abrams 
 Donald and Ann Jay
Ed and Nancy Abrams 
 Donald and Ann Jay
Ed, Nancy, Courtney, Tripp  
 Abrams Family
 Jack and Lisbeth Renwick
Carolyn Albright
 Dr. George and Mrs.   
 Barbara Rinker
Carolyn and John  Albright
 Voight and Jo Ann Michael
Ruth Anderson
 Susan Gladin
Bert and Melanie Armstrong
 Mr. and Mrs. James A. Ford
Liz and Steve Bailey
 Gerald and Sharon Komlofske 
Moira Bailey
 Connie and Bill Poovey
Bill and Candy Boyd
 Dave and Judy Phelps
Jenny Bradley
 Marilyn Fish
The Brasier Family
 Rodney and Anne Roycroft
Buck and Cathy Cochran
 Bryant Armstrong
 Mike and Julie Byerley
 Mike and Beth DePopas
 Ina Edmisten
 Mr. Meredith Barkley and  
 Dr. Maureen Jarrell
Buck Cochran
 Dr. and Mrs. Sam and   
  Lisa Ganem
 John and Cindy Rutledge
Cathy Cochran
 Nancy Norman
Trey Cochran
 Nancy Norman
Lem and Bobbie Cox
 David and Jennifer Cox
Anna Daniel
 Hazel Landers 
Rebecca DiSandro
 Vince and Sharon DiSandro
Jim and Jude Donovan
 Donald and Ann Jay
Mark and Heather Donovan
 Donald and Ann Jay
Julian Elliott
 James and Sue McGann
Tim Elliott
 Dr. and Mrs. Sam and   
  Lisa Ganem

Tony and Cynthia Engstler
 Rosemary Troxler
John and Matt Evans
 Anne Evans
Martha and Mark Farlow
 Steven and Charlotte   
 Dunlap
Tanya Feagins
 David and Tanya Feagins
William Fox Family
 Jan Fox
Mary Garvin
 Barbara Barry Incorporated
Emory Gillespie
 David Marner
Tom and Sally Gillespie
 David Marner
Emery Gilliam
 Matt Newsom
David Grantham
 Mr. and Mrs. David   
  Sheets
Gail and Brooks Haworth
 David and Tanya Feagins
Katie Haynes
 Rindi Haynes
Peter Hazelrigg
 Presbyterian Campus   
  Ministry
Anne Hendrix
 Marilyn Fish
Alex, Liz, Matt and Will James
 Bess Stephanz
Matt and Will James
 Steve and Heather Patton
Alejandro Jarrett-Morales
 Victoria Plott
Alejandro Jarrett-Morales 
and Family
 Pamela Aldridge
James Jay
 Donald and Ann Jay
Michael and Margaret Johnston
 Kay Shore
 Lamar Jones (LEAP PAL  
  Parts and Consum- 
  ables LLC)
Cooper Jordan
 Joseph and Sheila   
 Knurowski
 Katherine Lynn
 Marek Menger
 David and Marcia Moyer
 Allen and Barbara Page
 Richard Rhodes and Ann  
  Pharr

 Walter and Patricia Rouse
 Forrest and Joan Senter
 Richard and Sylvia Stirsman
 David and Maggie Tobergte
 Jim and Joanne Tucker
 James Weaver
Emmy Jordan
 James and Sue McGann
Jeff and Julie Knabenshue
 Donald and Ann Jay
Wynn and Angus McGregor
 Philip and Marilyn   
  Koonce
 Willie Taylor
Bishop Beagle McKenzie
 David McKenzie
Jack and Mattie Miller
 Butch and Brenda Wilson
 Rose Miller
 Rodney and Anne Roycroft
The Miller Family
 Rodney and Anne Roycroft
Joey Motsay
 William and Lauren Annear
 Joyce Brumback
 Terri Burleson
 Lindsay Carlson
 Trish Conterno
 Corey Cooley
 Paul and Eileen Corbett
 Dick and Anne Cutia
 Sheri Davies
 Tyler N. Duke
 Susan Echterling and   
  Jean Ann Vawter
 Graham and Katherine   
  Farless
 Karin Flippen
 Alfred and Carole Garvey
 Tanger Properties LP
 Leigh Anne Gibson and  
  Shawn Seawell
 Ed Gideon
 Mary Goforth
 Nigel Goodchild
 Christopher Kelly Harrill
 Beth Harrington
 Liz Hart
 Lindsay Henderson
 Michael and Meredith   
  Hershey
 Delight Irwin
 Candace Kacan
 Marvin Kirkman
 Lynne Klauer
 Paul and Virginia Lambrecht
 Doug Lone

 Timothy and Sally Marion
 Mr. and Mrs. Jack Miller
 Nancy Lynn Moore
 The Phillips Household
 John and Jane Pope
 Brad Robison
 Leigh Anne Gibson and  
  Shawn Seawell
 Sandra Shelton
 Coach Don Smith
 Lee and Peg Smith
 Arthur and Barbara Sohn
 Marti and Robin Tyler
 Clint Uranian
 Richard and Ann Vaughn
 Jon and Katharine Wallner
 Stewart and Roberta West
 Len and Judy White
Gabbi Murray and Family
 William and Martha   
  Crane

We compile these lists very 
carefully. Any mistake is 
inadvertent. If you find 
your name has been omitted, 
please accept our apology. 
We would be grateful if 
you would notify us of any 
mistake by calling  
336-449-9900.

Honorariums
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Glenn Artlip
 Steve and Linda Morey
Jacob Alexander Berrier
 Mr. and Mrs. Wayne and 
  Penny Berrier
Mimi Brink
 David and Carla McRae
Betty Cannon
 Allan Cannnon
Hilton Jones Cochran, Sr.
 John and Carolyn   
  Albright 
 James Allen
 Gae Armstrong 
 Will and Faye Atkinson
 Tommy and Mandy Bruton
 Timothy and Judith Clontz
 Cone Health
 Mr. and Mrs. Earle Connelly
 Tom and Liz Cramp
 Brady Dickson
 Ina Edmisten
 Doris Gaddy
 Mark and Michele Gorham
 Jim Gurley
 Joni Hartsook
 Doris Haywood
 Dorothy Hicks 
 Rev. and Mrs. Z and   
  Charlene Holler
 Andy and Nudy James
 Amy Jones
 Will and Blanche Jones
 Charles and Lenore 
  Lewallen
 David and Joan Machanic
 Rev. Angus and Mrs.   
  Wynn McGregor
 Gary and Kathy McRae

 James and Kathy McRae
 McRae Industries
 Charles and Rachel Miller
 Mr. and Mrs. Garth and  
  Spence Miller
 Mr. and Mrs. Jack Miller
 Marie Morris
 Mrs. Linda Newman
 Nancy Norman
 Debbie Palat
 Andrew and Judy Phillips
 Steve and Alice Prophater
 Patricia Shea
 Hilda Snuggs
 Mr. and Mrs. Robert and  
  Pattie Stuart
 Fred and Myra Taylor
 Frederick Taylor
 Troy Lumber Company
 Dale Walker
 David and Leslie Whitesell
 Currie and Millie Whitley
 Evander and Laura Williams
 Charles and Rosemary Winn
 Arthur Winstead, Jr.
Kenneth William Cramp
 Tom and Liz Cramp
Eula Crompton
 Hal and Julie Hester
Susan Elliott
 Julianne Douglass
 Tom and Sally Gillespie
 Stephen and Gray 
  Hampton 
 Holt Morris
Mike Farrell
 Rev. and Mrs. Buck and 
  Cathy Cochran

Memorials
 DeDona’s Mike Farrell 
  Service Group
 Janet Farrell
Gramma Jane Gest
 Christine Delph
Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Hester
 Hal and Julie Hester
Sid Magid
 Ms. Lois Magid
Pauline Frank Marner
 David Marner
Dylan Price
 Dr. and Mrs. Sam 
  and Lisa Ganem
Barbara Reid
 Jim Reid
Jimmy Rogers
 Virge and Jennifer Buck
Edith Rumbley
 John and Carolyn Albright 
Paula Marner Schmidt
 David Marner
Ann Setzer
 Astrid Mesa
 Mr. and Mrs. Jim and 
  Ann Wren
 Nicole Wyrick
William Shea
 Patricia Shea
Lula Mae Shepherd
 John and Carolyn Albright 
Dana Blackwood Suher
 Tom Suher and Eileen 
  Armenante
Carolyn Sutton
 John and Carolyn Albright 
Grace T. Young
 Mr. and Mrs. Buck and 
  Deb Young

Allen and Barbara Page
 Kenneth and Sandra   
  Close
 Anne C Dahle
The Peacehaven Community
 Scott and Amy Neely
Jeff Piegari
 Joseph and Deirdra Piegari
 Vivian Rodriguez
Patrick Piegari
 Vivian Rodriguez
The Piegari Family
 Graham and Janet Owen
Carolyn Plumb
 Marilyn Fish
Leigh Ann and Jack Poland
 Mrs. Donna Camp
 Mrs. Janice Newsom
Ameila Poole and Charlie 
Farris
 Jim and Barbara North
 Mr. Farid Quraishi
 Mary Ben Roach
 Eleanor and Jerry Thompson
First Presbyterian Church- 
 Cherryville
 Hal and Julie Hester
Hayes and Nancy Ratledge
 Martha Farlow
 Nan Martin
 Marshall Ratledge
Jack and Beth Renwick
 Donald and Ann Jay
John and Robin  Rettew
 Targetbase - Greensboro
Brian Romig
 Cone Health-Supply   
       Chain and Mail Center  
        Departments
The Todd Rose Family
 Roger and Mary Seigler 
Anne and Rodney Roycroft
 Blanch and Rose Miller
Andy and Megan Rutledge
 Rob and Pat Arnett
 Phil and Dawn Barry
 Laurie Capparella
 Ms. Linda Culbertson
 Kurt and Beth Durand
 David and Janice Eberenz
 Dr. Ambrose and Mrs.  
  Diane Jones, III 
 Jule Konick
 Kerri Lavallee
 Piedmont Graphics
 Ms. Eunice M Rose
 Don and Julie Shelton
 Victoria Shelton
 Mike & Susan Story

Carolyn Sarachaga
 Katie Sarachaga 
April Dannelly and Ben 
Schenck
 Bill and Pam Dannelly
Tracey Shea
 David and Carla McRae
Betty Shore
 Kay Shore
Steve and Soozie Shore
 Kay Shore
Bobbie Sonner
 James Gibson
Jake and Ashley Strickland
 Donald and Ann Jay

Kimberly Sue
 Arthur Winstead, Jr.
 Mary and Jerry Harviel 
John and Gregg Sullivan
 Mary Wilkerson
Dave & Kate Topolnicki
 Donald and Ann Jay
John Van Hine
 Josh and Kacie Van Hine
Carol Vatter
 Christine Beh
Doug and Michele Viant
 Donald and Ann Jay
Navy Squadron VP-45
 Dan and Tess Koach

Rico Watson
 Tami Watson
Westminster Presbyterian 
Worship Band
 Tom O’Dell
Westminster Presbyterian 
Pastors and Staff
 Don and Stephanie 
 Chandler Family
Ellen Wheaton
 Rosemary Troxler
Terry Williams
 Paul Siceloff
Mr. and Mrs. W. G. Wyrick
 Cindy Bledsoe 

Honorariums
continued
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A Playful Paradise Coming to Peacehaven
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The area just behind Susan’s View 
will soon be transformed into a 
playful paradise. On June 21, in 

conjunction with KaBOOM! and TE Con-
nectivity Foundation, a playground will be 
built in one day, utilizing a total of 200-plus 
volunteers.
 KaBOOM! is a national non-profit that 
helps communities build playgrounds 
for children. KaBOOM! matches funding 
partners with organizations that need a 
playground. The funding partner for this 
project is TE Connectivity Foundation. TE 
Connectivity is a technology leader in the 
world’s fastest growing markets, with a 
local presence in Greensboro and Winston 
Salem.
 The process began about eight weeks 
ago when the Peacehaven staff was in-
formed of their selection as the recipient of 
this state-of-the-art playground. On April 
21, KaBOOM! project managers, Eilah 
Brown and Melanie Barnes, visited the 
farm for a site visit and spoke to 40 children 
and 20 adults about what types and colors 
of playground equipment they prefer. 
 “We had a great design day,” said Alice 
Blalock, Peacehaven’s Director of Commu-
nity Engagement. “It was great seeing the 
energy of the kids in the room and hearing 
their hopes and dreams for our new play-
ground.” 

 From this input generated on 
Design Day, three different designs 
were drafted and Peacehaven staff 
and volunteers chose the final 
design, which is pictured below.
 “All three designs were great 
and included components that 
were identified at Design Day,” said 
Alice. “We ultimately went with the 
design that provided the most ac-
cessibility, but with fun, interactive 
segments that children of all ages 
will enjoy. While our core members 
will be adults, we see this accessible 
playground being 
a great bridge 
builder between 
core members, 
their family 
members, volun-
teers and our local 
community.”
 KaBOOM! 
provides all the 
materials to build 
the playground. 
These materials will be moved on site on 
two prep days, June 19 and 20, when staff 
and volunteers will work to get the site 
ready for the build. There is a committee of 
dedicated volunteers working on various 
aspects of the build including Recruitment, 

Public Relations, Youth Engagement, Food 
and Fundraising, to ensure a successful 
playground project. 
 While there are different variables for 
every build, it costs on average between 
$80,000 - 100,000 to invest in a playground 
that will serve a community for 15-20 years. 
TE Connectivity Foundation provided 
most of the funding for this project, with 
Peacehaven Community Farm contributing 
about 10 percent.
 If you would like to contribute a gift to 
go towards the playground or volunteer 
to participate in Build Day on June 21, 
please visit our website and look for the 
KaBOOM! Playground link.

Make plans now to 
join us on June 21 

for this exciting 
playground build! 

Above: Garrett Westfall pres-
ents his playground design 
to Eilah Brown, KaBOOM! 
project manager. At left: Ben 
Resler, Sam Chandler and 
John Lunsford work on their 
dream playground on Design 
Day.

C o m m u n i t y  F a r m
Peacehaven
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Peacehaven’s Pledge Your 
Birthday Campaign continues 
strong, raising money and rais-

ing spirits. Since it was introduced six 
months ago, this campaign has raised 
more that $16,000.
 Megan Delph turned 30 this past 
March. Her friends had big plans to 
celebrate their big milestone birthday, 
but Megan wanted to do something 
different. She didn’t care about tack-
ling her bucket list or heading to Las 
Vegas. She wanted to make a differ-
ence in the lives of others.
 Megan grew up on a small hog 
and grain farm in Ohio, and she is cur-
rently working on her Doctoral degree 
from NC State in Agricultural Educa-
tion. She learned about Peacehaven 
Farm in 2008 while dining at Lindley 
Park Filling Station. Later that year, 

she volunteered at the farm for one of 
her college classes. After this experience, 
she found the farm to be a place that 
was incredibly special. 
 So to celebrate the big 3-0, Megan 
pledged her birthday to Peacehaven. 
 “I never in a million years thought 
I’d raise any more than $60 – $30 from 
my mom and $30 from my dad. Of 
course they’d support me,” said Megan. 
“I thought ‘well, $60 is better than noth-
ing and certainly the farm could buy a 
new shovel!’ But as I told my story and 

Birthday Campaigns 
Yield Big Results

the story of the farm to different people, 
I was amazed by their desire to hand me 
money.”
 Megan has many stories to share of 
her fund-raising experience. Her first do-
nation came on-line from a college class-
mate living overseas that she had not seen 
in years. Her neighbor, on hearing of her 
birthday wish, wrote her a check standing 
in her driveway. And her mother, after 
making her own donation, made another 
donation in memory of Megan’s grand-
mother who died a few years ago, saying 
how proud her grandmother would have 
been of her efforts.
 “I surpassed my goal of $1000, and 
my heart is beyond full,” said Megan. “I 
pushed outside of my comfort zone asking 
people for money and it wasn’t so bad!  
This birthday was by far the best and most 
fulfilling. So thank you … thank you for 
showing me what I didn’t know I could 
do.” 
 But this campaign is not just for birth-
days anymore. Peacehaven friends John 
Wheeler and Jade Larkin decided to create 
their own campaign, not for a birthday, 
but for their wedding gift registry.
 “We are blessed beyond measure 
and were looking for a way to ‘pay it 
forward’”, said Jade. “We decided not to 
accept wedding gifts and have instead 
chosen to ask friends and family to donate 
to Peacehaven, giving us the gift of com-
munity.”
 Thank you Megan, John and Jade 
for pledging your milestone events to 
Peacehaven. It is through your creativity, 
passion and dedication that Peacehaven 
can continue toward our goal of creating a 
community for people with special needs. 
 

Do you have a milestone 
coming up? Let’s work to-
gether and use these events 
to do something big. Pledge 
to give up your milestone 
event, ask for donations 
instead of gifts, and provide 
hope and change in the lives 
of others.

I pushed outside of my 
comfort zone asking people for 
money and it wasn’t so bad!  

This birthday was by far the best 
and most fulfilling. So thank you … 

thank you for showing me what I 
didn’t know I could do.

“

”

C o m m u n i t y  F a r m
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Mission 
To connect people with special needs 

to their community through 
shared living and the work 

of a sustainable farm.

Vision 
A nurturing home offering a 
rich family-like destination 

for people of all abilities.

Peacehaven’s Farm Manager, Fabian 
Lujan,  has left his position to pursue his 
dream of making cheese. Fabian has been 
dabbling in the cheese business for more 
than a year and he is ready to devote his 
time to this business full-time. “To us,” 
says Fabian,  “making cheese goes beyond 
the rennet and the cultures; it keeps the 
cows grazing in the pastures, the grasses 
growing, dairy farmers farming, the farm-

land intact and the knowledge from those rural communities alive for one 
more generation.”
 We are grateful to Fabian and his wife, Sandra, for his three years 
of dedicated service to Peacehaven. His experience in farming has been 
invaluable, and the loving spirit he has brought to this community will be 
greatly missed. Good luck, Fabian, in your future endeavor of growing your 
cheese business. For more information on Fabian’s cheese, visit his website 
at http://www.piemontecheese.com.
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Look for our Seeds of Hope Annual 
Campaign coming your way in September.

Good luck, Fabian! 

Midweek Garden Workdays 
Wednesdays

June 18 - August 13
 9 - 11 am


