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Medzcal malpractzce
suit settled in Chzcago
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RALEIGH - Raleigh lawyer Char!es T
Francis thought he might have a big case
four years ago when he got a call from his
wife’s aunt, Patricia Townsend, who sus-
pected her 15-year-old son Damen's cere-

bralpalsyandsevembmmdamagewem

caused by medical malpractice.
Last week, Francis found out how right
he was: He won a $19 million settlement,

one of the largest of its kind ever won by

a North Carolina lawyer,

It“willpmv:deforaﬂommnensuwds

for what we hope will be a very !cmghfe
said Francis, ;

Thesettlemeut,vihichmmedumgjury
- deliberations, turned out to be a wise

move for the Chicago hospital that was the

, lawsmt’s target, the }ury eventmlly Te-

I
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lawyer Wi

ttm'xeda$20251m'lhonwmct.
Tbatver&ic‘t,badiimﬂamm'vmld

~ have been the second-largest award won o
by a North Carolina lawyer in a birth in-

jury case, lawyers involved with the case

 believe. In September 1997, now-U.S.

Sen. John Edwards won a $23 million ver-
~ dict from a Mecklenburg County jury for
the parents of a baby born severely brain

lfx both cases, the béby’s brain was de-
prived of oxygen during labor.
Townsend, now living in Huntsville,

Ala,, filed the lawsuit in Cook County (L)

Circuit Court against the Little Company

“of Mary Hospital, where her son Damen,
now 19, was born on July 20, 1983 She

had not realized that her son’s injuries

may have been caused by problems not de-

tected by doctors and nurses at birth un-

il a family friend raised the possibility.

According to trial testimony, 2 nurse at

the hospital attached a fetal heart monitor -
to Townsend's abdomen, But the nurse
failed to notice when the fetus’ heart re-  said

o ,aetedlateto’l‘ownsend'amnmchons*

asxmthatthefemunotgetmgmough

ing the fetus the next morning, doctors

5 performed an emergency Caesarean sec-
Reached at her Huntsville home tiusV

week, Townsend, 42, said she plans to

- use the money, which will be held in trust

for her son's expenses, to hire someone to
help provide him with round-the-clock

care and to build a more handicap-acces-

sible house. Every day, she has to bathe;

fdmsarndfeedhexﬁ?rpmnndmwimalso

cannot talk.
Prancis’ co-counsel, Kevin Burke of

Chicago, credxtedFranmsfnrthemtory*
‘dunngﬂmemﬁalongmal.ffranms.a% :
year-ol formerRalexghmtycoundlman.w

was able to connect with the jury while

Records from t!w fetal heart monitor
- show the baby was deprived of oxygen
for at least five hours. Short'y after check-

questioning Patricia Townsend, Burke

"I-hapaceandrhythmofhxsspeeeha}

hwedPattorelaxandmtrexmtoaﬁiwdly

convemnmthatﬂmmwnsmmplyover '

‘hearing,” he said. “Charles is an excellent
Jlawyer, who had instant identification

with the jury. He har a passion for the case
as well as for the rights of Damen

Townsend. 1 think everyoue could feel
. that in the courtroom.”

A hospital spokeswoman did not re-
turn a message left Wednesday. How-
ever, the private nonprofit hospital is-
sued a statement last week: “We are
pleased that the trial has concluded. The
Sisters of the Little Company of Mary and
the hospital administration and board

- will keep the young man and his mothe»r ,

in their daily prayers.”
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