HON. VIDYA PAPPACHAN

EXPERIENCE

Judge, New York City Criminal Court
QUEENS COUNTY CRIMINAL COURT, NY January 2024 — Present
BRONX COUNTY CRIMINAL COURT, NY December 2021- January 2024

Preside over jury and bench trials, pre-trial suppression hearings, Sex Offender
Registration (SORA) and sentencing hearings

Oversee trial-ready matters with a focus on oldest cases in Criminal Courts in
compliance with city-wide initiative

Manage court proceedings in all-purpose parts, felony waiver parts and arraignments
Conduct trial and discovery conferences, evaluate search warrant and cell-site/trap &
trace warrant applications

Write opinions, decisions and orders and trial documents

Formulate legal memoranda and training materials for new judges and interns

Work in collaboration with stakeholders from prosecutor’s office and defender
organizations to discuss various policy and procedural concerns

Meet monthly with the Criminal Procedure Law Advisory Committee to discuss
recommendations for any legislative corrections and amendments for consideration by
lawmakers

Senior Court Attorney, Honorable Josh E. Hanshaft
NEW YORK COUNTY CRIMINAL COURT, New York, NY February 2017 — December 2021

Drafted decisions, orders, jury charges, verdict sheets and trial documents
Researched and advised judge on legal issues and conferenced pending matters with
attorneys during pre-trial and trial proceedings

Reviewed search warrant applications and cell-site/trap & trace warrant applications
Supervised interns and created workshops to learn policy and improve writing and
public speaking skills

Assisted supervising judge in executing virtual preliminary hearings by collaborating
with city stakeholders

KINGS COUNTY FAMILY COURT, Brooklyn, NY September 2018 — December 2018; Ad hoc
for continued trials to June 2019

Managed intake calendar in custody and visitation part related to guardianship
applications, special immigration adjudication, temporary visitation orders and
applications for orders of protection

Issued temporary custody orders, modification orders and drafted decisions on
objections following appeal

Coordinated forensic evaluations and handled pre-trial conferences

Assisted judge with evidentiary rulings during hearing and trials

Staff Attorney, The Legal Aid Society
CRIMINAL DEFENSE PRACTICE, Brooklyn, NY October 2007 — February 2017

Represented clients in all aspects on felony and misdemeanor criminal cases from
inception to trial by providing advocacy at arraignments and during grand jury
testimony, negotiating plea bargains, proffer agreements and various alternatives to
incarceration

Researched, analyzed and argued pre-trial hearings and post-judgment motions
Provided holistic defense through collaborative mitigation advocacy by working with











