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A World of Learning and Opportunity at Planet Aid

The planet is warming, the climate
is changing, health problems are
spreading, hunger is increasing, and
a growing number of people are
struggling to survive in extreme
poverty. Now more than ever the
world needs individuals to stand
up and work toward combating the
trends that are causing worldwide
suffering and hardship.

if you want to do something for
others, if you want to travel and
learn and if you want to be part of
making this a better world for all,
then this program is for you!

Building a Foundation for
the Future

At the completion of the program
you will be eligible for employment
with Planet Aid.

To complete the program, you
will spend 30 months of intensive
training and hands-on experience.
You will work hard, but in return
you will learn much, while also
If these issues concern you and setting the foundation for a new
you want to make a real difference and rewarding career.
in the lives of individuals and The program will involve an initial
communities while also helping the 12-month paid apprenticeship at a
planet, then you are a candidate Planet Aid facility, and 18 months
for Planet Aid’s Manager in Training of study and travel that will include
(MIT) Program.
a six-month assignment in Africa.

The MIT Program will immerse
you in the global challenges that
we all face, while offering you
the chance to contribute to the
momentum needed to turn the
tide toward long-lasting change and
development. In other words, if
you want to accomplish something
in life that is bigger than yourself,
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For the Environment, For People
This not only helps lessen the
burden placed on landfills, but
reduces the quantity of damaging
greenhouse gasses being released
into the atmosphere by having to
manufacture new clothing.

Planet Aid addresses the challenges
facing the world on two fronts: 1)
by saving the Earth’s resources and
protecting the environment, and
2) by supporting development
projects that help individuals
and communities lift themselves
from poverty.

At the same time we are deeply
engaged in development programs
in some of the poorest countries
or regions on the planet. These
programs improve education,
grow food in sustainable ways
and generally empower people to
attain a better life for themselves
and their communities.
The
income we generate from our
domestic recycling program is used
to support these projects.

Our nationwide clothing and shoe
recycling program helps mitigatie
environment impacts associated
with textile manufacturing. We
work hard to increase clothing
recycling and reuse by making
it as convenient as possible
for Americans to donate used
clothing items.
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New Experiences and Travel

Hard Work That Pays Off

The MIT program requires
considerable
relocation
and
travel. You will begin with a oneyear apprenticeship at a Planet
Aid facility in the United States,
followed by six-months of training
at the Institute for International
Cooperation and Development
(IICD) at either of their Michigan
or Massachusetts campuses. You
will also travel overseas to be a
part of a development project.

The Planet Aid MIT Program is
demanding, spanning 30 months
of intensive training and hands-on
work experience. During that time
you will be involved in many new
things and learn a lot about yourself
and about the world we live in.
A key component of the MIT
Program is a six-month assignment
in rural Africa. During this
international
service
period,
you will participate and support
a project or projects that may
involve building new wells, helping
small farmers grow more food,
conducting outreach to increase
HIV/AIDS awareness, and much
much more.

So if you love travel, meeting new
people and having new experiences
and are willing to rough it a bit from
time to time, this program could be
for you.
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The “Warm Heart of Africa” will always have a special place in
my heart. This experience has made me change the way I look
at the world. I now have an understanding of what poverty and
disease really are. Also, I feel that I’m not so narrow-minded when
it comes to what really matters in life.
—Megan, 2012 MIT Graduate
The Africa assignment is integrated
into the core training program
provided by the IICD, which is
partnering with Planet Aid for the
MIT program. Since 1987 IICD
has offered service programs at
development projects operated
by the Humana People to People
Movement. These are many of
the same projects that Planet Aid
supports as part of its international
work.

you will prepare to become a
“Development Instructor.” As title
implies, a Development Instructor
(or DI) is someone who helps
facilitate positive change in places
where it is needed most.

Prior to your Africa assignment,
you will receive six-months of
training at the IICD facility, where
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The MIT Program from Start to Finish
The MIT Program timeline is
divided into two major parts as
follows:
•

Part 1: twelve months
working as an appretice at
Planet Aid.

•

Part 2: eighteen months as
a participant at IICD (the
first 6 months are spent at
IICD learning and preparing
for the 6-month Africa
assignment, followed by 6
months back in the States
synthesizing
experiences
and sharing it with other
team members and the
public.

Part 1: The Twelve-month
Apprenticeship at Planet Aid
The first part of the MIT Program
will have you focus on learning all
about clothing collection and reuse,
specifically, how it is done and why
it is important. You will obtain firsthand experience as an entry-level
apprentice at Planet Aid.
During your apprenticeship, you
will perform many of the different
tasks that are carried out by our
dedicated staff every day. What
exactly you will do and where, will
be determined by needs as they
arise and your skills and abilities.

Planet Aid’s Mission
We work to strengthen and
organize communities, reduce
poverty and promote small
enterprise development, support
sustainable local food production,
improve access to training and
quality education, and increase
health awareness and encourage
healthy lifestyles, We embrace
the principles of equality and
self-determination in all that we
do and foster cooperation and
understanding among peoples
across the planet.

Planet Aid’s mission is to inform,
mobilize, and inspire individuals
and communities to work
together to bring about worldwide
environmental and social progress.
Planet Aid recognizes that the
Earth’s resources are finite and
that good stewardship is essential
for the well-being of current and
future generations. The projects we
support thus aim to protect the
environment, reduce waste, and
increase the efficient use of vital
resources.
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Part 2: The Eighteen-month Period
with IICD (including Africa post)
•

The first six months studying at
the IICD campus.

During this period you will be
studying and preparing to become
a Development Instructor. You
will live and study at IICD as part
of a team preparing for the Africa
service period. The period includes
reading assignments, classroom
discussion, investigations and onsite
visits, planning and organizing
events, and plenty of other practical
work.

You may work at one of the many
Planet Aid facilities for the entire
period or you could be transferred
between facilities during the
12-month period.1

The initial three months of this
period include seminars that focus
on key aspects of what is helping
shape current events. Topics
include: “The Forces that Run the
World,” “Big Issues of Our Time,”
and “Riches and Potentials of the
World.”

For example, you could paint bins
in our maintenance department
in Maryland, drive routes to pick
up clothing in Kansas, or conduct
business-to-business sales (finding
sites for our collection boxes) in
New Hampshire.

The second three months of this
period shifts focus toward where
global trends are leading, with topics
that include: “Expectations for the
Future,” “New Technologies,” and
“From Here to the Future.”

There are also administrative
as well as public relations and
fundraising tasks. The 12 months
will provide you with a in-depth
view of what Planet Aid is about
and how we carry out our day-today mission.

During this period you will also
choose among the different
country and project options that
are available for your African
assignment. You will become part
of a three-member service team or
“trio,” and begin coordinating with
your project leaders and hosts in
Africa.

Your paid apprenticeship at Planet
Aid will also serves as a form of
work-study financial aid, enabling
you to save up enough money to
pay your tuition and expenses for
the 18 months with IICD.

1
Planet Aid will help you find affordable living wherever you are placed throughout your
tenure with the program.
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While overseas, you will be directly
involved in introducing or leading
project initiatives.You will be
immersed in the day-to-day struggle
with the poor and in doing what is
necessary to ensure that the project
meets its objectives.

Children in Mozambique being treated for scabies.
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at Planet Aid. You will report on
your experience to the team
and from the ensuing discussions
develop ideas and plans for sharing
your experience with a broader
audience, using videos, poetry,
or other materials. You will then
broadcast, distribute, or publish
your work via radio or television,
on the internet, or in print.
•

Second six months service in
Africa

During this period you will also
be in touch with the managers
you worked with in Planet Aid
discussing possible positions with
Planet Aid upon the completion of
the program.

You will be working at one of the
projects together with the rest of
your Trio formed at IICD and many,
many more people in and around
the project. A Project Leader in
Africa will introduce you to the
project and your tasks, thus making
you part of the project team.

While participating in the program,
you may also begin earning college
credits from One World University
(OWU). OWU is an accredited
university in Mozambique offering
a distance education program.

Through you work you are part
of improving the lives of the poor.
Projects may include increasing
food production and securing good
nutrition through establishment
of garden farms, improve early
childhood education through
establishment
of
preschools,
promoting
health
through
information and eradication of
epidemics, installing clean water
sources and other initiatives to
improve life in rural and poor
communities.
• Third six months of synthesis
and outreach

The courses at OWU lead to a
Single B-certificate, which counts
for about 1,000 study hours, or
the equivalent of roughly 20 credit
units. You will be able to complete
the program at OWU during the
18 months with IICD.

During this final period you will
return to IICD. Now it is time to
reflect on all the experiences you
gained with IICD and by working
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Who May Apply and How?
The MIT Program has no education
requirements, and all applicants are
considered who are at least 18
years of age.

and our work in the United States
and abroad. The requirements of
the program will be explained
during the meeting and we will
discuss how you can save up during
the first 12 month to be able to
pay the tuition for the 18-month
program at IICD.

The first step in the enrollment
process is to submit an initial
application
form
available
online at the Planet Aid website
(www.planetaid.org under “Get
Involved”). After submitting the
form you will be invited to take
part in an introductory meeting
where you will learn about Planet
Aid and Humana People to People

Before final acceptance into the
program you will need to complete
a comprehensive application form,
submit to a background check, and
have a one-on-one meeting with
senior Planet Aid staff.

Planet Aid Headquarters

Planet Aid/MIT Program
6730 Santa Barbara Court
Elkridge, Maryland 21075
Phone: (410) 796-1510
MITinfo@planetaid.org

www.planetaid.org
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For the Environment, For People

