


Temperature data from the Japan Meteorological Association (JMA) revealed that 2014 was the 
hottest year since 1880, when climate recordkeeping began.  Moreover, major floods, record droughts, 
severe storms, and melting polar ice remind us that the climate situation is becoming increasingly dire, 
especially for the poor who live in vulnerable locations. Climate change is at the forefront of national 
and international dialogue, and ideas for curbing emissions are continually discussed.  But discussion is 
not enough; there must be action. 

Textiles and textile waste remain the “elephant in the room” in discussions about climate change, despite 
their large contribution to the problem.  Textiles have an immense carbon footprint because of the size 
and scope of the industry, the intensive use of energy in production and manufacturing, and the harmful 
gases released from decomposition after disposal. With those kinds of consequences for our environment, 
it is shocking that the United States generates approximately 12 million tons of textile waste each year 
and that 85% of that waste is not recovered. 

Planet Aid has been working hard to increase textile recycling by placing its drop-off bins at convenient 
locations that help to make recycling easier.  In 2014 we collected and recycled 100 million pounds of 
textiles. Though this is a sizable amount, we must redouble our efforts, as there are still too many textiles 
needlessly going to waste and contributing to climate change.  In the next year, we plan to increase the 
number of bins available to the public and expand our educational outreach through school presentations, 
online campaigns, and local events. 

Of course, textile recycling is only part of what we do. As you will read on the pages of this report, Planet 
Aid also supports development projects in 12 countries. Extreme weather events destroy the homes, farms, 
and communities of the poor in these countries. The net proceeds from our recycling operation support projects 
that increase resilience in the face of climate change, strengthening education, improving health, expanding 
sustainable agriculture, and spurring community development. In 2014 alone, we helped reach over 2 million 
people and directly impacted many thousands more.  The beneficiaries of our work are better able to grow 
enough food to eat, avoid getting sick, access clean water, earn more income, and 
create a brighter future for themselves and their children.

Thanks to everyone who has supported our efforts and made our achievements 
possible. To our employees, local and global partners, site hosts, and donors: know 
that through your contributions you are making a difference for our environment and 
for those who reside in it. 
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Ester Neltrup, President

Message from the President



Mission

Planet Aid’s mission is to inform, mobilize, and inspire 
individuals and communities to work together to bring about 
worldwide environmental and social progress. The projects 
we support thus aim to protect the environment, reduce 
waste, and increase the efficient use of  vital resources.

We work to strengthen and organize communities, reduce poverty 
and promote small enterprise development, support sustainable local 
food production, improve access to training and quality education, 
and increase health awareness and encourage healthy lifestyles. 

We embrace the principles of equality and self-determination in all 
that we do and foster cooperation and understanding among peoples 
across the planet.  Disadvantaged populations are our priority, 
and we seek to empower them to create lasting positive change.



“Planet Aid has been one of Green Schools’ very 
best supporters and partners for a number 
of years.  The organization’s commitment to 
keeping the earth GREEN, and to developing the 
next generation of environmental leaders through 
programs like National Green Schools Society, 
makes a tremendous impact in our schools and 
communities and we couldn’t be more grateful!”

 - Robin Organ, Green Schools Executive 

Director/Founder

For the Environment...



Convenient Bins Make Recycling a Reality
In 2014, Planet Aid collected used clothing, shoes, and other textiles from 20,000 recycling 
bins across 21 states and saved 100 million pounds from disposal. 

Would this clothing have been recycled had a Planet Aid bin not been there to accept it?  
Based on what the research tells us, the answer is probably not.  

A growing body of evidence indicates that convenience is essential to making recycling 
more of a reality.  For example,  a 2014 Johnson & Johnson study found that the 
absence of recycling bins is the biggest barrier to recycling, and a landmark 2006 
U.S. Government Accountability Office study identified ease and convenience as key 
factors that would help municipalities boost lagging recycling rates.  

Planet Aid’s bins make it easy to drop off a bundle of clothes in your own 
neighborhood, whether it be at a school, the local gas station, or the shopping 
mall. With each additional bin that we place, Planet Aid makes textile recycling 
that much more convenient, but we recognize that we still have so much more to do. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency reports that every year 12 million tons 
of textiles are thrown in the trash rather than recycled (only 15% of all unwanted 
textiles are currently recycled each year).  How much is 12 million tons?  It is 
equivalent to the weight of over 1 million school buses!  Those textiles, whether in 
good shape or not, are a resource that we simply cannot afford to waste in this 
age of climate change.  

It is imperative that we reuse and recycle all textiles (the EPA estimates that the 2 
million tons of textiles recycled in 2012 had a greenhouse gas savings equivalent to 
removing 1.2 million cars off the highway). Used textiles can either be worn again or, 
if damaged, can be repurposed into a wide variety of products, from home insulation 
to the yarn windings in baseballs and much more.  



For People...





























Worldwide Projects Supported by Planet Aid in 2014
Country Projects US$

Belize Child Aid 19,346

Botswana Child Aid and Hope 419,129

Brazil Farmers’ Clubs 443,826

Congo

DNS Teacher Training College, 
Mbankana

200,000

Child Aid 183,412

Farmers’ Clubs 95,000

Capacity Building and Staff 
Development

70,000

Ecuador Child Aid & Farmers’ Clubs 290,104

Guinea 
Bissau

Vocational School Bissora 10,000

DNS Teacher Training College 15,000

Farmers’ Clubs Oio - Rural Energy 90,594

Ebola Prevention 6,257

India

DNS Teacher Training Colleges 70,818

Academy for Working Children 2,484

Girls Bridge Education 9,000

TCE 61,250

Microfinancing Program 38,541

Farmers’ Clubs 13,504

Green Action Nemrana 4,983

2015 Programs 120,000

Laos Child Aid 86,280

Malawi

Child Aid 115,000

TCE 120,000

DNS Teacher Training Colleges 157,500

Frontline Institute 7,500

Country Projects US$

Mozambique

Preschools Maputo 87,432

ADPP College Maputo 15,883

Vocational School Nacala 31,766

DNS Teacher Training Colleges 238,097

One World University 260,829

Regional Conference Center, 
Chimoio

270,000

Distribution of Clothing to 
Vulnerable People

300,000

Food for Knowledge 5,980,067

2015 Programs 180,000

South Africa

Child Aid 15,000

TCE 362,105

HOPE 119,000

Institutional Strengthening and 
Capacity Building of Staff

200,000

Preschools of the Future 8,000

Farmers’ Clubs 43,000

2015 Programs 300,000

Zimbabwe

Child Aid 20,758

HOPE 252,510

Ponesai Vanhu Technical College 130,610

Ponesai Vanhu Junior School 119,692

Frontline Insitute 86,439

Farmers’ Clubs 39,991

Murgwi Community Center 125,000

2015 Programs 60,000

USA
Misc. Charities and Schools (Cash 
& In-kind)

493,802

Various 
Countries and 

In-kind

Computer Equipment
18,074
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ASSETS    
Cash and current assets                 9,269,860 
Property and equipment and other assets, net          12,070,452
Total assets                21,340,312 
     
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current liabilities               5,062,442
Notes payable and capital lease obligations            5,939,707
Total liabilities                  11,002,149
     
Unrestricted net assets               10,338,163
Total liabilities and net assets                         21,340,312

OPERATING REVENUE
Sales of donated clothing and other goods            40,974,111
Contracts - Federal                 6,396,822
Other contributions                     36,048
Interest and other revenue                   172,298
Total operating revenue               47,579,279
     
OPERATING EXPENSES    
Program services               40,320,367
General and administrative               3,219,489
Fundraising and development               3,871,348
Total operating expenses               47,411,204
     
Non-Operating revenue                     48,376
Changes in unrestricted net assets                 216,451

PROGRAM SERVICES   
U. S. clothing collection and habitat protection         28,856,718
International training and capacity building     438,115
International aid                11,025,534
Total program services               40,320,367

GENERAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE    3,219,489
   
FUNDRAISING AND DEVELOPMENT   3,871,348
Total expenses               47,411,204

2014 Financial Statements

Statement of Activities 2014 Statement of Financial Position 2014

Statement of Functional Expenses 2014
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Board of Directors
Mikael Norling, Director and Chairman

Ester Neltrup, Director and President

Jytte Martinussen, Director and Treasurer

Clifford Reeves, Director

Eva Nielsen, Director

Alfred Besa, Director

Fred Olsson, Secretary

Planet Aid Headquarters
4730 Santa Barbara Court
Elkridge, MD 21075
Phone: (410) 796-1510

Planet Aid is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that collects 
and recycles used clothing and shoes and supports international 
development projects. It is registered with the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) as a private voluntary 
organization (PVO).

Visit our website at Planetaid.org to find the address 
of your local Planet Aid.






