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Welcome to the second issue of the Planet Aid MIT Post. This newsletter is a forum for introducing new MITs, reviewing
lessons we have learned in the program and an open space for thougts and discussions surrounding the program,
sustainability and the environment. All comments and suggestions are welcome as this is your newsletter.
Looking back, 2013 was a busy year for our MITs. In September and November, we ventured again to One World Center
(OWC) Michigan. November’s visit brought together students from OWC Massachusetts, Brazil, and St. Vincents for a
development conference. We discussed what impacts climate change was having around the world. Further conversation
made us think about what measures we could take now, no matter how small, to decrease our carbon footprint and raise
awareness of the problem. As climate change forces people to make changes, there is a need to set large goals for
ourselves. Our collegues from St. Vincents, along with their countrymen have given themselves the goal of being the first
Climate Compliant country by 2021, as their island will see much of it’s land swallowed by rising sea levels.
We are already off to a good start in 2014 with five MITs completing their one year apprenticeship a the end of
January, and eight more are currently
in training.
								
— Meredith Crocker, MIT
				

Cori Harris, our MIT in Cleveland, is heading to OWC Michigan in February.
She has some parting thoughts, and goals:
January will mark the first complete year in the MIT program for me. Looking back, it is hard
to believe how fast this year has gone and more importantly how much I have absorbed
and learned. As MIT-Regional Manager Assistant, I was fortunate to be exposed to numerous
departments. Although I am satisfied with my managerial training this year, I am eager to
move on to the next part of the MIT program: enrolling as a student at One World Center
and fighting shoulder to shoulder with the poor.
I plan on focusing on two ideas for climate change during my time at One World Center. The first is converting the One
World Center Bus to bio-diesel. Studies show that biodiesel outperforms gasoline, ethanol, and conventional diesel in
reducing climate-altering carbon dioxide emissions and in overall fuel efficiency. Also, for the most part, recycled waste
oil is free! This bus project will take a significant amount of research, planning, and funds. I’m still brainstorming cost
logistics, but I am determined to make it happen!
The second idea is to expand what items the school sells at the farmers market in town. It’s a great start, but there is
potential for more. There are many projects that may help reduce our carbon footprint, unfortunately any larger scale
concepts (a greenhouse, solar panels, etc.) require a greater financial investment.

OWC Community Partners
MITs have the opportunityto hear from local community mobilizers who engage with the OWC students regularly to
enhance learning on how to be development leaders. Some examples:
Mark does amazing things in the Georgia Street Community. He saw a need, and from what
once was a blighted area, pulled the public together to rebuild his neighborhood, by creating
a community garden to provide healthy food and teach people about gardening, creating
health awareness, teaching leadership skills, providing a library, and generally providing a
safe and beneficial enviroment for youth. OWC has worked with him on many occassions and
looks forward to to doing so in the future. You can read all about the amazing things he’s doing
on the Georgia Street Community Collective website.
Mark Covington
Detroit, Michigan

planetaid.org

MIT POST

2014 Winter Edition

Planet Aid Manager in Training Newsletter

Reverend Pinkney
Benton Harbor, Michigan
Reverend Pinkney is a man who stands up for what he believes in, in a —non-violent manner—
and has been put in jail many times for his causes. In 2012, he worked with Occupy the
PGA, which protested the golf tournament and the building of a new golf course that stole
land from citizens as Reverend Pinkney saw the move as an undermining of democracy
by large corporations, and the gentrification that would result in an area where people
could least afford it. He observes the courts every week to ensure that the justice system is
working for the poor and African-American communities. OWC students are encouraged to
go with him so that they may understand goverment processes. You can check out what he is
currently working on, and thinking about at the Black Autonomy and Network Community

The Development Conference with an evening talent show

Daytime: Learning and Discussion

Nighttime: Entertainment by the Students
The Program

The Manager in Training (MIT) system offers individuals
an opportunity to obtain training, gain work experience,
and broaden their outlook through international service.
Upon completion, paticipants may obtain a position with
Planet Aid on the path to become a future manager. For
more information please visit: planetaid.org and click
“Get Involved.”

And so we say goodbye to our MITs, who will hopefully stay in touch

Good luck in Michigan and beyond.
planetaid.org

