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PURPOSE &
PROCESS
why this plan, why now?
Since it’s founding, Rolesville Main Street, formerly US 401,
predominantly served as a pass-through for all automobile
WUDI¿FWUDYHOLQJWRDQGIURPWKH7ULDQJOHDUHD7KHUHFHQW
completion of the Rolesville Bypass, however, has had a
SURIRXQGLPSDFWRQ0DLQ6WUHHW3RUWLRQVRI0DLQ6WUHHW
KDYHH[SHULHQFHGDGHFUHDVHLQGDLO\WUDI¿F$WWKH
intersection of Burlington Mills and South Main Street
WKHWUDI¿FKDVGHFUHDVHGIURPYHKLFOHVLQ
WRYHKLFOHVLQ$WWKHLQWHUVHFWLRQRI<RXQJ
6WUHHWDQG0DLQ6WUHHWWKHWUDI¿FKDVGHFUHDVHGIURP
YHKLFOHVLQWRYHKLFOHVLQ7KH
VRXWKHUQJDWHZD\KDVVHHQWUDI¿FGHFHDVHIURP
YHKLFOHVLQWRYHKLFOHVLQ2YHUDOO0DLQ
6WUHHWKDVVHHQDUHGXFWLRQLQWKHQXPEHURIYHKLFXODU
FUDVKHVDIWHUWKHFRPSOHWLRQRIWKHE\SDVV7KLVVLJQL¿FDQW
UHGXFWLRQLQWUDI¿FKDVFUHDWHGDVDIHUPRUHFRPIRUWDEOH
HQYLURQPHQWIRUGULYHUVZDONHUVDQGELF\FOLVWVDOLNH7KH
7RZQKDGWKHIRUHVLJKWWRGHYHORSWKLVDFWLRQSODQWRKHOS
the community grow, reestablish a true town center, and
UHFODLPLWV0DLQ6WUHHW

It is important to note
that the Vision Plan
is not about what
Rolesville has lost, but
instead it focuses on
what the Town now has
to gain.
2

VISION PLAN
A type of report produced by planners and engineers
WKDWOD\VRXWD9LVLRQDVSHFLÀFLGHDRUVHWRILGHDV
to accomplish a goal a community or town has in mind.
7KH EHVW JRDOV DUH VSHFLÀF DQG PHDVXUDEOH DQG 93
provides a clear set of steps and tools to accomplish
those goals.

ROLESVILLE. NC



7KH7RZQRI5ROHVYLOOHDQGWKH&DSLWDO$UHD
032WRJHWKHUZLWKWKHFRQVXOWLQJWHDP
began a 10-month planning process to guide
both land use and transportation decisions
PRYLQJIRUZDUGDORQJWKHHQWLUHPLOH
VWUHWFKRIURDGZD\8WLOL]LQJFRPPRQ
sense planning and design concepts proven
effective throughout the country, including
but not limited to context sensitive design
and complete streets initiatives, the Main
6WUHHW9LVLRQ3ODQLVWDLORUHGWR5ROHVYLOOH
while leaning on the best practices in urban
GHVLJQ:LWKWKHKHOSRIWKHORFDOJRYHUQPHQW
DQGWRZQSODQQLQJRI¿FHWKHFRPPXQLW\LQ
and around Rolesville was involved in the
selection and development of both the goals
DQGLGHDVSUHVHQWHGZLWKLQWKLV9LVLRQ,WLV
the hope of those who have been involved
WKDWWKLV3ODQZLOODOORZIRUWKHFUHDWLRQRI
a sustainable transportation system with
healthy mobility choices that in turn supports
a palette of land use choices and development
opportunities to enliven this important
FRUULGRU

14,000






15,000


The Vision behind this Plan is to create
a safer, more successful, and more
attractive Main Street for residents,
business owners, and visitors alike.

Figure 1-1:&KDQJHVLQDYHUDJHGDLO\WUDIÀFYROXPHPHDVXUHGLQEHIRUHWKHE\SDVVZDVFRPSOHWHG
DQGLQDIWHUWKHE\SDVVZDVRSHQHG
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project process & timeline

Staff
&RPPLWWHH
Kickoff Meeting

:P

U

GEMENT, PLANN
ING
ENGA
C
I
,&
BL

DE

3URMHFW6\PSRVLXP
3UHSDUDWLRQ 0HHWLQJ

Stakeholder/Focus Groups
,GHQWL¿HG
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Research

&KDUUHWWH:HHN 3XEOLF
:RUNVKRSV

3URMHFW$UHD$VVHVVPHQWV

3RVW&KDUUHWWH'HEULHI 
'HVLJQ5H¿QHPHQW

2QOLQH(QJDJHPHQW
Begins

7KH¿QDOSKDVHRIWKHSURFHVVIRFXVHG
RQSUHSDULQJWKHUHSRUWDQGUH¿QLQJWKH
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQVIRUDGRSWLRQ7KHIHHGEDFN
JDWKHUHGIURPWKHSXEOLFZDVXWLOL]HG
ZKLOHWKHSURSRVHGVROXWLRQVZHUHUH¿QHG
through close work with the committees and
the collaboration of professionals across
¿HOGVRISODQQLQJHQJLQHHULQJDQGXUEDQ
GHVLJQ'XULQJWKLVYLWDOUH¿QHPHQWSHULRG
every item produced, opinion voiced, and
VXJJHVWLRQSRVHGFDPHWRJHWKHUDVDXQL¿HG
9LVLRQWRJXLGHWKH7RZQLQWKHFRPLQJ\HDUV
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VE

7KHVHFRQGSKDVHWKHORQJHVWDQGPRVW
LQYROYHGVWDUWHGZLWKWKH¿UVWPDMRU
SXEOLFHYHQWWKH3XEOLF6\PSRVLXP$W
WKDWSRLQWWKHSURMHFWWHDPVKLIWHGIRFXV
to creating and documenting meaningful
public engagement opportunities and
directly using that feedback in the planning
DQGGHVLJQZRUN7KHSURMHFWWHDPZRUNHG
together to craft a comprehensive multiPRGDO&RPSOHWH6WUHHWVVWUDWHJ\SURGXFHG
DSUHOLPLQDU\0DUNHW$QDO\VLVFRPSOHWHG
WZR&DWDO\VW6LWHGHYHORSPHQWLQYHVWLJDWLRQV
detailed a concept redesign for the entire
corridor, and phased out an improvement
DQGGHYHORSPHQWSURJUDP,WDVGXULQJ
this process that the new ideas presented
ODWHULQWKLVUHSRUWZHUH¿UVWGHYHORSHGDQG
presented to the committees and the public
IRUIHHGEDFN

N
S IG

PHA
SE
1

7KH9LVLRQ3ODQZDVFRPSOHWHGZLWKLQD
PRQWKWLPHIUDPH7KHSODQQLQJSURFHVV
used in this endeavor as divided into three
GLVWLQFWSKDVHV7KH¿UVWSKDVHFHQWHUHGRQ
WDNLQJGDWDLQYHQWRU\DQGDQDO\]LQJWKH
FROOHFWHGGDWD7KH7RZQRI5ROHVYLOOHLQ
ZRUNLQJZLWKWKHFRQVXOWDQWVDQG&$032
created a set of committees made up of
JRYHUQPHQWRI¿FLDOVERDUGPHPEHUV
planners, business owners, and residents
to guide the development of the plan while
HQVXULQJWKHLQWHUHVWVRI7RZQDQGWKHLU
QHLJKERUVZHUHKHDUG$ZHEVLWHVXUYH\DQG
mapping tool were launched online to collect
feedback from the community marking the
beginning of public engagement focused on
Main Street that continued throughout the
SODQQLQJSURFHVV

:R

EP

&
ORT

ADOPTION

(QJDJHPHQW
6XPPDUL]HG

'RFXPHQW3UHSDUDWLRQ
'UDIW5HYLVLRQV
3XEOLF2XWUHDFKDQG
3UHVHQWDWLRQV
Final Submission &
Adoption
Figure 1-2: Project timeline illustrated as three phases
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CORRIDOR
CHARACTERISTICS
three zones
Rolesville’s Main Street, though a 4-mile corridor with clear ends now with the
FRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKH86%\SDVVDOVRFDOOHG/RXLVEXUJ5RDGLVQRWDPRQROLWK
)URPRQHHQGWRWKHRWKHU0DLQ6WUHHWWDNHVRQGLVWLQFWLYHFKDUDFWHULVWLFV(DUO\
LQWKHSODQQLQJSURFHVVLWZDVQRWHGWKDWWKHYROXPHWUDYHOHGGDLO\DGMDFHQW
land uses, building typology, and activities occurring along the roadway are
GLIIHUHQWIRUFHUWDLQVHJPHQWVRI0DLQ6WUHHW7KHVHYDULHGFKDUDFWHULVWLFVOHQW
WKHPVHOYHVWRKLJKOLJKWWZRPDMRUWUDQVLWLRQSRLQWVIRUWKHFRUULGRUWKHWZRNH\
LQWHUVHFWLRQVRI0DLQ6WUHHWWKH%XUOLQJWRQ0LOOVDQG<RXQJ6WUHHWLQWHUVHFWLRQV
$WWKHVHORFDWLRQVLWZDVHYLGHQWWKDW0DLQ6WUHHWFDQQRWEHWUHDWHGWKHVDPH
way along its full length because Main Street had not development the same way
DORQJLWVIXOOOHQJWK0DLQ6WUHHWLVGLYLGHGLQWRWKUHHWUDQVLWLRQ]RQHV

5XUDO7UDQVLWLRQ

Data provided by
NCDOT, CAMPO, and
the Town of Rolesville
was used analyze
conditions on Main
Street for drivers as
well as pedestrians
and cyclists.

9LOODJH&RUH

Suburban Fringe

Figure 1-3: Main Street Context Zones Map
5
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SUBURBAN FRINGE:

VILLAGE CORE:

RURAL TRANSITION:

86/28,6%85*52$' 6287+
(175< 72%85/,1*7210,//652$'

%85/,1*7210,//652$'72<281*
675((7

<281*675((77286
/28,6%85*52$' 1257+(175<

0,/(6

0,/(

0,/(6

)URP860DLQ6WUHHWLVDODQH
XQGLYLGHGURDGZD\DQGWUDQVLWLRQWRODQHV
with a center turning lane beginning at
/RQQLH'ULYH0XFKRIWKHURDGKDVQRSDYHG
VKRXOGHUVVLGHZDONVRUFXUEDQGJXWWHU
Several subdivisions have direct access to
0DLQ6WUHHWIURP/RQQLH'ULYH-RQHVYLOOH
5RDGDQG+DPSWRQ/DNH'ULYH1R
houses line the street but a few commercial
businesses dot this segment, including the
%RMDQJOHVGULYHWKURXJKUHVWDXUDQW,Q
between these few points of activity along the
corridor are large parcels of vacant forested
land for sale and some smaller plots used for
IDUPLQJ

$WWKH%XUOLQJWRQ0LOOV,QWHUVHFWLRQ0DLQ
6WUHHWZLGHQVWRDODQHURDGZD\ZLWK
WKHFHQWHUODQHDFWLQJDVD³VXLFLGH´ODQH
Various left and right turn lanes are in use
to allow access to shopping centers and
stores, making the cross section consist of
DODQHURDG6LGHZDONFRQWLQXHVDORQJWKH
QRUWKVLGHIURPWKURXJKWKHHQWLUHVWUHWFK
6LGHZDONRQWKHVRXWKVLGHEHJLQVDW:DOO
&UHHN'ULYHDQGUXQVQRUWK7KHVXUURXQGLQJ
land uses include commercial, retail and
RI¿FHEXLOGLQJVDQHOHPHQWDU\VFKRRODQG
VWULSPDOOV7KHUHLVPRUHFXUEJXWWHUDQG
GULYHZD\FXUEFXWVWKURXJKRXWWKLV]RQHWKDQ
SUHVHQWLQDQ\RWKHU]RQH

Single family homes, small businesses,
DQGVLGHZDONVOLQHERWKVLGHVRIWKHODQH
roadway with the center turning lane for
QHDUO\WKH¿UVWKDOIPLOHIURPWKH<RXQJ
6WUHHWLQWHUVHFWLRQ$WWKDWSRLQWWKHURDGZD\
EHFRPHVDODQHURDGZLWKQDUURZVKRXOGHUV
IRUPRVWRIWKHUHPDLQLQJVWUHWFK$PXOWL
use path picks up where the sidewalk ends
on the north side of the street and ends at
:DWHUVWRQH/DQH7KHKRXVHVPRYHIXUWKHU
back from the street and are farther apart
with farmland and neighborhood streets
VHSDUDWLQJWKHP)RUPLOHVWKHUHLVQR
sidewalk or multi-use path on either side of
WKHURDGZD\

6
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roadway analysis
Using statistical data provided by both the
7RZQRI5ROHVYLOOH&DSLWDO$UHD032DQG
1&'HSDUWPHQWRI7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ0DLQ
6WUHHWZDVDQDO\]HGDWERWKSUHDQGSRVW86
%\SDVVFRPSOHWLRQ%\FRPSDULQJWKHVH
snapshots, the effects of the new roadway
DUHHYLGHQWRQ0DLQ6WUHHW7KHVHFKDQJHV
FUHDWHGWKHQHFHVVLW\RIWKH9LVLRQ3ODQ
and suggest the feasibility of a road diet for
VHJPHQWVRIWKHFRUULGRU



BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN CRASHES
7KHSHGHVWULDQDQGELF\FOHFUDVKGDWDXVHG
here show the documented incidents when
one or more vehicles was involved in a
collision with one or more pedestrians or
F\FOLVWV)URPWRWKHUHZDVRQH
reported bicycle collision on Main Street and
WZRUHSRUWHGSHGHVWULDQFROOLVLRQVMXVWRIIRU
QHDU0DLQ6WUHHW
7KHGDWDVXJJHVWVWKHUHLVORZGDQJHUWR
pedestrians and cyclists but it can also infer
that there are a low number of accidents
because there is a low number of cyclists
DQGSHGHVWULDQVXWLOL]LQJ0DLQ6WUHHW7KH
lower use of Main Street can be due in part
to perceived danger, lack of attractions or
destinations, lack of amenities, and lack of
infrastructure to support pedestrian and
F\FOLVWXVH

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Figure 1-4:5ROHVYLOOH$UHD%LF\FOHDQG3HGHVWULDQ&UDVKHVIURPWKURXJK

52$'',(7
$FRPSDUDWLYHO\ORZFRVWVROXWLRQWKDWDGGUHVVHVVDIHW\FRQFHUQV
DQG EHQHÀWV DOO XVHUV E\ UHGXFLQJ WKH QXPEHU RI ODQHV RU UH
channelizing the existing lanes to improve the functionality of
the roadway. The idea is that in shrinking the area for cars,
the roadway is more effectively utilized and the leftover area
ZLWKLQ WKH ULJKWRIZD\ FDQ EH GHGLFDWHG WR RWKHU PRGHV RI
transportation, including active transportation and transit.

7
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%HWZHHQDQGYHKLFOHFUDVKHVZHUHUHSRUWHG
in the Rolesville area (only about 570 are shown on the maps
KHUH 7KH86%\SDVVRI¿FLDOO\RSHQHGDURXQGPLG-XO\
DQGIURP-DQXDU\WRWKHRSHQLQJFUDVKHV
WRRNSODFH)URPRSHQLQJWKHE\SDVVWRWKHHQGRI
410 crashes took place, with the increase being explained by
drivers having to adapt to the new roadway and changing
WUDI¿FSDWWHUQV7KLVLVHYLGHQWLQWKHVKDUSGHFUHDVHLQ
FUDVKHVHYLGHQWLQWKHIROORZLQJ\HDU7KHWDEOHEHORZ
OLVWVWKHVHQXPEHUV
,QWKH\HDUVSULRUWRWKHE\SDVVRSHQLQJRIWKH
FUDVKHVLQWKHDUHDZHUHORFDWHGRQ0DLQ6WUHHW,QWKH\HDU
DQGKDOIDIWHUWKDWSHUFHQWDJHGURSSHGWRDQGWKHFRXQW
LWVHOIGURSSHGE\RYHUKDOI,QWKHSHUFHQWDJHUDLVHGDELW
as the number of area crashes total decreased, but number of
FUDVKHVRQ0DLQ6WUHHWGURSSHGDJDLQWKLVWLPHE\

Time Period

Area
Crashes

Main
Street
Crashes

% Area
Crashes on
Main Street

% Change on
Main Street

2014 - 2017
(Total)

824

128

15.5%

--

1/2014 7/2015

273

74

27.1%

0%

7/2015 12/2016

410

39

9.5%

-52.7%

2017

141

15

10.6%

-38.5%

Figure 1-5:5ROHVYLOOH&UDVK'DWDVRXUFH1&'27

8



Figure 1-6:5ROHVYLOOH&UDVK0DS%HIRUHDQG$IWHU86
%\SDVV2SHQLQJLQ-XO\

Number of Crashes

1-5

16 - 20

6 - 10

21 - 25

11 - 15

25+
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AVERAGE DAILY TRAFFIC VOLUME
3ULRUWRWKHFRPSOHWLRQRIWKHE\SDVV0DLQ
Street was a main thoroughfare supporting
WUDI¿FLQDQGRXWRIWKLVDUHD7KHVHJPHQW
from Burlington Mills Road to Rogers Road
DORQHVDZDQDQQXDODYHUDJHGDLO\WUDI¿F
$$'7 YROXPHRIFDUV2QFHWUDI¿F
ZDVGLYHUWHGWR86WUDI¿FFRXQWVRQ
0DLQ6WUHHWGURSSHGIURPWRLQ
VRPHDUHDV
Note: The data taken from 2015 was
collected prior to the opening of the bypass
in the summer of that year.
Segment

Year

AADT

% Change
in Volume

US 401 (South) to
Burlington Mills Road

2015

20,000

---

2016

9,500

-52.5%

Burlington Mills to
Rogers Road

2015

23,000

---

2016

15,000

-34.8%

Rogers Road to
Young Street

2015

14,000

---

2016

12,000

-14.3%

Young Street to
Pulley Town Road

2015

14,000

---

Pulley Town Road to
US 401 (North)

2015

12,000

---

Young Street to US
401 (North)

2016

3,600

-72.6%

Figure 1-7:$YHUDJH'DLO\7UDIÀF9ROXPHV%HIRUHDQG$IWHU86
%\SDVV2SHQLQJLQ-XO\



Figure 1-8:$YHUDJH'DLO\7UDIÀF9ROXPHV0DS%HIRUHDQG
$IWHU86%\SDVV2SHQLQJLQ-XO\

AADT Rates
0 - 5000

15001 - 20000

5001 - 10000

20001 +

10001 - 15000

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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SPEEDING ON MAIN STREET
2YHUWKHFRXUVHRIWZRZHHNVLQSDUWQHUVKLSZLWKWKH7RZQRI5ROHVYLOOH3ROLFH
'HSDUWPHQWVSHHGWUDFNHUVZHUHGHSOR\HGDORQJ0DLQ6WUHHWWRJHWDFFXUDWH
VSHHGGDWD7KHFRPPRQDVVXPSWLRQHFKRHGLQFRQYHUVDWLRQVUHJDUGLQJ0DLQ
Street is that drivers have been recklessly speeding down the corridor now that
WKHFRQJHVWLRQKDVEHHQUHPRYHG&RQWUDU\WRWKLVEHOLHIWKHDYHUDJHVSHHGV
VWD\HGDURXQGWRPLOHVSHUKRXU:KLOHFHUWDLQO\LQGLYLGXDOVZHUHQRWHG
at speeding, average speeds were slower than the posted speed limit in some
DUHDV
Note: 50th Percentile Speed is the speed that 50% of vehicles did not exceed
and the 85th Percentile Speed is the speed that 85% of vehicles passing did not
exceed.
Location

Posted Speed
Limit

Average
Speed

Bojangles
(North Bound)

35 mph

33.23 mph

33.62 mph

38.46 mph

60.0 mph

Bojangles
(South Bound)

35 mph

30.12 mph

30.47 mph

34.12 mph

54.0 mph

Main Street
Park (North
Bound)

25 mph

28.41 mph

28.32 mph

32.18 mph

104.0 mph

Main Street
Park (South
Bound)

25 mph

32.12 mph

32.31 mph

36.5 mph

54.0 mph

Little House
Museum
(North Bound)

35 mph

31.53 mph

32.45 mph

36.62 mph

58.0 mph

Little House
Museum
(South Bound)

35 mph

30.58 mph

30.42 mph

34.29 mph

57.0 mph

50th Percentile 85th Percentile

Maximum
Noted

Figure 1-9:6SHHG6XPPDU\5HSRUW7DEOHVRXUFH5ROHVYLOOH3ROLFH'HSDUWPHQW$OO7UDIÀF6ROXWLRQV7RZQRI
5ROHVYLOOH

10
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PRINCIPLES &
GOALS
guiding principles
:LWKWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQDQGRSHQLQJRIWKH5ROHVYLOOH%\SDVV
0DLQ6WUHHWH[SHULHQFHGDVLJQL¿FDQWGURSLQWUDI¿FDQG
FRQJHVWLRQ2QFHSODJXHGZLWKKLJKOHYHOVRIWKURXJKWUDI¿F
DQGFUDVKHVWKLVFRUULGRULVQRZIDFLQJGLIIHUHQWFKDOOHQJHV
Safety may still be an issue, but, more related to the speed
GLIIHUHQWLDOGXHWRSHQVSDFHDQGODFNRIWUDI¿FFRQJHVWLRQ
$QRWKHULVVXHLVWKHYDU\LQJZLGWKRIWKHURDGZD\DQG
ODQHDJHDORQJWKLVPLOHFRUULGRU$FFHVVPDQDJHPHQW
and driver predictability, if managed correctly, could make
WKH0DLQ6WUHHWFRUULGRUPRUHDWWUDFWLYHWREXVLQHVVHV/DVW
but not least, the lack of bicycle and pedestrian features
along this entire corridor is not supportive of safe multiPRGDOFKRLFHV

The principles led
the project planning
and design process;
the goals are what
the Town hopes
to accomplish by
following this plan.

7KRXJKWKHSURMHFWFDUULHVFRQVWUDLQWVLWLVLPSRUWDQW
WRUHFRJQL]HWKDWDOOVWUHHWVVHUYHDFRPELQDWLRQRI
functions, all of which are intimately tied to the travel-way,
SHGHVWULDQDQGEXLOGLQJUHDOPV7KHEDVLFFRQWH[W]RQHV
RIVWUHHWVKHOSGH¿QHWKHUROHRIWKHVWUHHWDQGLWVGHVLJQ
WKURXJKRXWLWVOLIHF\FOH7KURXJKWKHVWDNHKROGHURXWUHDFK
public involvement and committee collaboration, the
IROORZLQJ*XLGLQJ3ULQFLSOHVZHUHGHYHORSHGWRJXLGHWKH
GHVLJQWHDPDORQJWKHSODQQLQJDQGGHVLJQSURFHVV,WZDV
here that the core values were applied to decisions related
WR&RPSOHWH6WUHHWVEHDXWL¿FDWLRQPXOWLPRGDOHOHPHQWV
VDIHW\DQGGHYHORSPHQWDORQJWKH0DLQ6WUHHWFRUULGRU

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • BUILDING URBAN PLACES
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0RGDO&KRLFHV

6DIHW\IRU$OO


&RQQHFWLYLW\
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$WWUDFWLYH'HVLJQ

Quality Redevelopment

ROLESVILLE. NC

35,1&,3/( MODAL CHOICES MUST
BE A PRIORITY

35,1&,3/( SAFETY OF ALL USERS IS
CRITICAL

:LWKWKHLQFHSWLRQRIWKH%\SDVVYHKLFXODU
WUDI¿FKDVGHFUHDVHGVLJQL¿FDQWO\SURYLGLQJ
ample opportunities to enhance the
ZDONDELOLW\DQGELNHDELOLW\RI0DLQ6WUHHW
7RGD\WKHYXOQHUDELOLW\RIWKHVHXVHUV
is high compared to automobile drivers
DQGSDVVHQJHUV7KHODFNRIELF\FOHDQG
pedestrian design elements make traversing
0DLQ6WUHHWGLI¿FXOWDQGXQGHVLUDEOH7KH
town desires to create an environment that
SXWVSHGHVWULDQVDQGF\FOLVWV¿UVW

Hand-in-hand with creating pedestrianand bicycle-friendly environments is the
concept that the corridor should be safe for
HYHU\RQHWRPRYHDFURVVDQGWKURXJK0DQ\
of the comments received from the public
involved safety-related language, whether
it be for a lack of lighting, unsafe design,
or poor accommodations for pedestrians
DQGELF\FOLVWVFURVVLQJWKHVWUHHW7KHPRVW
RXWVWDQGLQJH[DPSOHRIWKLVLVWKDWRI
WKH3URMHFW6\PSRVLXPUHVSRQGHQWVIHOW
that Main Street is “unsafe” or “very unsafe”
WRGD\

&203/(7(675((76
A transportation policy and design approach focused on making
sure streets are designed and constructed for everyone. A
complete street makes it easy for everyone, regardless of how
they travel, to use and cross the street.

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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35,1&,3/( BEST DESIGN PRACTICES
MUST BE UTILIZED FOR ACCESS
MANAGEMENT & ENHANCED
CONNECTIVITY
7KH7RZQFRQWLQXHVWRPDNHJRRGGHFLVLRQV
for regulating subdivision connectivity,
ZKLFKHQKDQFHVWULSPDNLQJDQGHI¿FLHQF\
IRUYHKLFOHV7KLVLVEHLQJDFFRPSOLVKHG
through subdivision regulations for stub-out
out requirements, connectivity index, and
FROOHFWRUVWUHHWUHTXLUHPHQWV7KLV3ODQPXVW
continue these efforts towards enhancing
FRQQHFWLYLW\IRUDOOPRGHV7RGD\WKHUHLVD
“gap” in the network connectivity for cyclists
and pedestrians, in particular as it relates
WR0DLQ6WUHHW7KHGHVLJQRI0DLQ6WUHHW
KDVQRWFKDQJHGRYHUWKHSDVWIHZGHFDGHV
$FFHVVPDQDJHPHQWGHVLJQWHFKQLTXHVFDQEH
used to enhance the safety and predictability
RIWKLVFRUULGRU(VVHQWLDOVWUDWHJLHVWR
ensure the safety of all users include curb cut
consolidation, median islands, cross access,
and back-door connectivity will be essential
for the safety of all users and making the
FRUULGRUPRUHSUHGLFWDEOHWRWUDYHUVH
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35,1&,3/( ATTRACTIVE DESIGN
MUST SUPPORT SURROUNDING LAND
USES
0DLQ6WUHHWLV5ROHVYLOOH¶VJDWHZD\FRUULGRU
,WVKRXOGEHZDONDEOHDFWLYHDQGDWWUDFWLYH
,WFRQQHFWVWKH%\SDVVWRWKH%\SDVVDQG
Main Street serves as the entryway to the
community’s village center, historic district,
DQGFRPPHUFLDOUHWDLOGHYHORSPHQW0DLQ
Street is more than how fast vehicles
can move through town, it serves as a
ZD\RIJHWWLQJSHRSOHWRMREVUHVLGHQWLDO
neighborhoods, commercial areas, upholding
land values, and encouraging favored
UHGHYHORSPHQW&UHDWLQJDQDHVWKHWLFDOO\
pleasing environment and enhancing
EHDXWL¿FDWLRQWKURXJKWKHXVHRILPSURYHG
streetscaping details and repair/maintenance
LVYLWDOWRWKLVREMHFWLYH

35,1&,3/( QUALITY DEVELOPMENT/
REDEVELOPMENT MUST BE SUPPORTED
7KHVSDFHOLPLWDWLRQVDQGIXWXUH
development trends of the corridor itself are
pushing towards better urban design and
SODFHPDNLQJRSSRUWXQLWLHV:LWKWKLVLQ
mind, there is a keen interest in creating a
YLEUDQWDWWUDFWLYH9LOODJH&HQWHU5ROHVYLOOH
has charted a course towards investment in
quality development, community design, and
SXEOLFVSDFH7KLVVWXG\DLPHGWRSURYLGH
quality design principles and develop catalyst
sites to create a long-term sustainability in
WKHFRUULGRU

ROLESVILLE. NC

key goals
(DUO\LQWKHSODQQLQJSURFHVVWKHSURMHFWWHDPJOHDQHGIURP
LQWHUDFWLRQVZLWKWKHFRPPXQLW\WKH7RZQDQG&$032DVHW
RIJRDOVWKDWWKLV9LVLRQVKRXOGDFFRPSOLVK7KHVHJRDOVZHUH
brought up numerous times in one way or another, directly or
LQGLUHFWO\7KH\DUHQRWPDUNHUVWRFKHFNRIIZKHQWKLV9LVLRQ
is adopted, they are goals that when achieved will signify that
WKH9LVLRQIRU0DLQ6WUHHWKDVEHHQUHDOL]HG7KHWRZQPRWWR
speaks to a forward-looking Rolesville, and goals listed here
bring that motto to life for the entire four-mile stretch of Main
6WUHHW

),9(*2$/6
} &UHDWHDQ(TXLWDEOH0DLQ6WUHHWIRU(YHU\RQHDQG(YHU\
Mode
} 3URPRWH'LYHUVH+RXVLQJ6WRFNIRU0XOWLSOH$JH*URXSV
DQG,QFRPH/HYHOV
} &HOHEUDWHWKH7RZQZLWK&OHDU*DWHZD\V
} 5HHVWDEOLVKD7RZQ&HQWHU
} 5HWDLQ 5HVSHFWWKH6PDOO7RZQ)HHO
7KHUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVDQGWKHDFWLRQLWHPVWRLPSOHPHQW
WKHVHHQGHDYRUVZLOOEHGHWDLOHGLQWKH¿QDOFKDSWHUVRIWKLV
plan, and further support the principles and goals that have
JXLGHGWKH0DLQ6WUHHW9LVLRQ3ODQ

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

“Celebrating our
past, embracing
our future.”
5ROHVYLOOH7RZQ0RWWR

15

*2$/ CREATE AN EQUITABLE MAIN
STREET FOR EVERYONE AND EVERY
MODE

*2$/ PROMOTE DIVERSE
HOUSING STOCK FOR MULTIPLE AGE
GROUPS AND INCOME LEVELS

Main Street Rolesville is no longer about
FRPPXWLQJWRDQGIURP5DOHLJK,WLVWKH
YLWDOFRUULGRUIRUWKHFRPPXQLW\,WLVWKH
connection to schools, town hall, parks,
museums, grocers, and all of the other
important things in town that residents and
YLVLWRUVQHHGHYHU\GD\$VVXFKLWLVFUXFLDO
that Main Street becomes a public amenity
for everyone and provides safe and fair access
to all users, even to support potential regional
WUDQVLWFRQQHFWLRQV

2QHRIWKHWRSLVVXHVUDLVHGE\UHVLGHQWVRI
Rolesville and people who want to move to
7RZQLVWKHODFNRIGLYHUVHKRXVLQJ7KHUH
are few multifamily options and most of the
VLQJOHIDPLO\KRXVLQJVWDUWVDW
well out of the budget for workforce buyers
DQGUHQWHUV%\GLYHUVLI\LQJWKHKRXVLQJ
for millennials and aging retirees, the
opportunity arises for more people to live,
work, and shop in Rolesville, boosting the
local economy and creating the opportunity
for multiple generations of families to remain
LQWKHFRPPXQLW\WKH\PDGHDOLIHLQ
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*2$/ CELEBRATE THE TOWN WITH
CLEAR GATEWAYS
&XUUHQWO\5ROHVYLOOH¶VHQWULHVIURPWKH86
401 bypass are lackluster and the stone sign
IRUWKH7RZQLVHDV\WRPLVV7KHVLJQLV
bout a half mile before the turn onto Main
Street, and there is no real moment where
YLVLWRUVIHHODVHQVHRIDUULYDO%\HVWDEOLVKLQJ
gateways and using a visual language that
VSHDNVWRWKH7RZQERWKRQWKHE\SDVVDQG
on Main Street, visitors can be drawn in and
UHVLGHQWVFDQNQRZZKHQWKH\DUHKRPH

ROLESVILLE. NC

*2$/ REESTABLISH A TOWN CENTER
Rolesville’s historic downtown has seen
EHWWHUGD\V0RVWDFWLYLW\RQ0DLQ6WUHHW
LVFHQWHUHGDZD\IURPWKH<RXQJ6WUHHW
intersection at the strip malls and elementary
school, leaving the intersection quiet and
QHJDWLYHO\LPSDFWLQJWKHORFDOEXVLQHVVHV
By collaborating with land owners, business
RZQHUVDQGGHYHORSHUVWKH7RZQFDQ
UHYLWDOL]HWKLVLQWHUVHFWLRQDQGWKHDUHD
surrounding it to create a walkable mixed
use district that is activated and engaged
WKURXJKRXWWKHGD\VDQGZHHNHQGV

*2$/ RETAIN & RESPECT THE
SMALL-TOWN FEEL
7KH7RZQKDVIDFHGWUHPHQGRXVJURZWK
RYHUWKHODVW\HDUVDQGLWLVOLNHO\WR
FRQWLQXHWRGRVRRYHUWKHQH[WWZRGHFDGHV
:LWKWKLVJURZWKFRPHVGHYHORSPHQWDQG
redevelopment, and with that comes the risk
that Rolesville might lose one of things that
PDGHLWJUHDWLWVVPDOOWRZQFKDUP7KLV
9LVLRQDLPVWRSUHYHQWWKDW,QNQRZLQJZKDW
to require of developers, the market trends,
and the highest and best use for certain sites
in town, Rolesville can look to the future by
SODQQLQJIRULWQRZ(YHU\WKLQJVHWIRUWKLQ
this plan aims to improve the quality of life
LQ5ROHVYLOOHZKLOHQHYHUVDFUL¿FLQJLWVVPDOO
WRZQDQGKLVWRULFLQWHJULW\7KH7RZQFDQ
PD[LPL]HRQWKDWLGHRORJ\E\NHHSLQJWKDW
VWDQGDUGIRUHYHU\SODQDQGSURMHFWDSSURYDO
WKDWIROORZVWKLV9LVLRQ3ODQ

(48,7<
The quality of being fair and impartial. In planning, social equity
is the idea of designing cities and towns and writing policies
that provide fair and equal access to livelihood, education, and
UHVRXUFHV IXOO SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ WKH SROLWLFDO DQG FXOWXUDO OLIH RI
WKH FRPPXQLW\ DQG VHOIGHWHUPLQDWLRQ LQ PHHWLQJ IXQGDPHQWDO
needs.

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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CHAPTER 2

Building Urban Places
Solut in numqui ommolupti cus dollab
A look at the metrics of successful urban
idis etur restrum inum is mos et est
places and how these can be applied to
YRORUHPTXLVHWDXWHFWLDHSHULRIÀFLLVTXR
Rolesville
dem molupta tiorit labo.

SMART GROWTH
+HDOWKVFKRROVWD[HVWUDI¿FWKHHQYLURQPHQWHFRQRPLFJURZWKIDLUQHVV
opportunity—many of the things we care about—are all affected by development
decisions. . . . What, where, and how we build have major impacts on our
personal lives, our communities, and our nation.
Growth presents a tremendous opportunity for progress. Communities around
the country are looking for ways to get the most out of new development and to
maximize their investments.
Frustrated by development that requires residents to drive long distances
between jobs and homes, many communities are challenging rules that
make it impossible to put workplaces, homes, and services closer together.
0DQ\FRPPXQLWLHVDUHTXHVWLRQLQJWKH¿VFDOZLVGRPRIQHJOHFWLQJH[LVWLQJ
infrastructure while expanding new sewers, roads, and services into the fringe.
And in many communities where development has improved daily life, the
economy, and the environment, smart growth principles have been key to that
success.
When communities choose smart growth strategies, they can create new
neighborhoods and maintain existing ones that are attractive, convenient, safe,
and healthy. They can foster design that encourages social, civic, and physical
activity. They can protect the environment while stimulating economic growth.

A brief exploration of
Smart Growth and its
principles excerpted
from This Is Smart
Growth. For more
information, visit
www.smartgrowth.org

20

Most of all, they can create more choices for residents, workers, visitors,
children, families, single people, and older adults—choices in where to live,
how to get around, and how to interact with the people around them. When
communities do this kind of planning, they preserve the best of their past while
creating a bright future for generations to come.

ROLESVILLE. NC

1993

Growth is smart when it
gives us great communities,
with more choices and
personal freedom, good
return on public investment,
greater opportunity across
the community, a thriving
natural environment, and
a legacy we can be proud
to leave our children and
grandchildren.

2017

Figure 2-1:$HULDOVRI5ROHVYLOOHFRXUWHV\RI*RRJOH(DUWK
 DQGWKH86*HRORJLFDO6XUYH\ 
MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • BUILDING URBAN PLACES
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principles of smart growth
MIX LAND USES

7$.($'9$17$*(2)&203$&7%8,/',1*'(6,*1

Mixing land uses—commercial, residential,
recreational, educational, and others—in
neighborhoods or places that are accessible
by bike and foot can create vibrant and
diverse communities. In large part, a mix of
uses attracts people to shop, meet friends,
and live in urban neighborhoods like
Georgetown in Washington, D.C., or small
towns like Wiscasset, Maine. Mixed land
uses are critical to achieving the great places
to live, work, and play that smart growth
encourages.

An important part of achieving smart
growth, compact building helps create
the convenient neighborhood centers that
people want. Compact building design also
presents opportunities to absorb growth
and development in a way that uses land
PRUHHI¿FLHQWO\%\XVLQJVPDOOHUEXLOGLQJ
footprints for new construction, compact
design leaves undeveloped land open to
DEVRUEDQG¿OWHUUDLQZDWHUZKLFKLQWXUQ
UHGXFHVÀRRGLQJDQGVWRUPZDWHUGUDLQDJH
needs and lowers the amount of runoff
pollution.
2WKHUEHQH¿WVDFFUXHDVZHOO&RPSDFW
communities help achieve the density

Figure 2-2:,QWKLVPL[HGXVHGHYHORSPHQWUHWDLOFDQSURYLGHDOO
GD\IRRWWUDIÀFDQGNHHSSHRSOHPRYLQJWKURXJKLQWRWKHQLJKW
maintaining a sense of safety in this area.
22

of population needed to support viable
transportation alternatives. It is estimated
that people will willingly walk to
destinations—services as well as transit
stops—located within a quarter to one-half
of a mile radius. Thus, a minimum density of
six to eight households per acre around bus
stops would support bus service.
Furthermore, compact neighborhoods
require fewer linear feet of utility lines—like
water, sewer, electricity, phone service, and
others—than dispersed communities do.
$VDUHVXOWORFDOJRYHUQPHQWV¿QGWKDWLW
is cheaper to provide and maintain many
services to compact communities.

Figure 2-3:%\VKULQNLQJWKHORWVL]HVWKHGHQVLW\FDQEHLQFUHDVHGLQDQHLJKERUKRRGZLWKRXWVDFULÀFLQJTXDOLW\RIOLIHDQG
neighborhood feel.

ROLESVILLE. NC

CREATE A RANGE OF HOUSING
OPPORTUNITIES AND CHOICES
By using smart growth approaches to
create a wider range of housing choices,
communities can begin to use their
LQIUDVWUXFWXUHUHVRXUFHVPRUHHI¿FLHQWO\
better accommodate the housing needs of
all residents, and help aging citizens remain
in their homes. Housing is a critical part of
the way communities grow, as it constitutes
DVLJQL¿FDQWVKDUHRIQHZFRQVWUXFWLRQDQG
development. More importantly, however,
housing provides people with shelter and is
a key factor in determining a household’s
access to transportation, commuting
patterns, access to services and education,
and consumption of energy and other natural
resources.
Providing quality housing for people of
all income levels is an integral component
in any smart growth strategy. In addition
to improving a household’s quality of life,
housing can ensure a better jobs — housing
balance and generate a strong foundation
of support for neighborhood transit stops,
commercial centers, and other services,
thereby mitigating the environmental costs of
auto-dependent development.

Figure 2-4:0XOWLIDPLO\KRXVLQJGRHVQRWKDYHWREHZDONXSVRUKLJKULVHV7KHVHDSDUWPHQWVSURYLGHWKHDHVWKHWLFVRIDVLQJOHIDPLO\
home while multiplying the potential density.

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • BUILDING URBAN PLACES
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&5($7(:$/.$%/(&20081,7,(6
%HIRUHWKHPLGVXUEDQFRPPXQLWLHVDQG
neighborhoods focused on the pedestrian. They were
designed to move people to their destinations. However,
LQWKHSDVW¿IW\\HDUVGLVSHUVHGGHYHORSPHQWSDWWHUQVDQG
the separation of uses have led to an increased reliance
on personal automobiles and to an elimination of many
characteristics that support walkable communities. Today,
WUDI¿FHQJLQHHUV¶DQGGHYHORSHUV¶DUJXPHQWVWKDWVLGHZDONV
will not be used leave many new streets without sidewalks
or with sidewalks on only one side. The engineers and
developers are right in one sense: sidewalks by themselves
will not induce walking. Other pedestrian-friendly features
must be present, such as an appropriate mix of densities
and uses, compact street intersections, and neighborhoods
that are scaled to people.

Figure 2-5::DONDEOHFRPPXQLWLHVKDYHPDQ\PHDVXUDEOHEHQHÀWVIURPHFRQRPLFV
to public health.
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FOSTER ATTRACTIVE COMMUNITIES
WITH A STRONG SENSE OF PLACE
By using smart growth approaches to
create a wider range of housing choices,
communities can begin to use their
LQIUDVWUXFWXUHUHVRXUFHVPRUHHI¿FLHQWO\
better accommodate the housing needs of
all residents, and help aging citizens remain
in their homes. Housing is a critical part of
the way communities grow, as it constitutes
DVLJQL¿FDQWVKDUHRIQHZFRQVWUXFWLRQDQG
development. More importantly, however,
housing provides people with shelter and is
a key factor in determining a household’s
access to transportation, commuting
patterns, access to services and education,
and consumption of energy and other natural
resources.
Providing quality housing for people of
all income levels is an integral component
in any smart growth strategy. In addition
to improving a household’s quality of life,
housing can ensure a better jobs to housing
balance and generate a strong foundation
of support for neighborhood transit stops,
commercial centers, and other services,
thereby mitigating the environmental costs of
auto-dependent development.

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • BUILDING URBAN PLACES

Figure 2-6:7KHPRVWVXFFHVVIXOFRPPXQLWLHVKDYHWKHLURZQSDUWLFXODUVHQVHRISODFHYLVLWRUVNQRZZKHQWKH\
KDYHIRXQGVRPHWKLQJWKDWLVXQLTXH
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PRESERVE OPEN SPACE, FARMLAND, NATURAL
%($87<$1'&5,7,&$/(19,5210(17$/
Open space supports smart growth goals by bolstering
local economies, preserving critical environmental areas,
providing recreational opportunities, and guiding new
growth into existing communities. Preservation of open
space can have a profound impact on a community’s
quality of life, and therefore a region’s economic prosperity.
An economic analysis performed for the East Bay
Regional Park District in California concluded that “the
provision of open space and associated recreational and
educational opportunities, environmental and cultural
preservation, alternative transit modes, and sprawl-limiting
characteristics, all contribute positively to the quality of life
LQWKH(DVW%D\UHJLRQ´$VWXG\UHSRUWHGWKDWRZQHUV
of small companies ranked recreation, parks, and open
space as the highest priorities in choosing a new location
for their business.
Networks of preserved open space and waterways can
shape and direct urban form and at the same time prevent
haphazard conservation (which is conservation that is
reactive and small scale). These networks, known as
“green infrastructure,” help frame new growth by locating
QHZGHYHORSPHQWLQWKHPRVWFRVWHI¿FLHQWSODFHV*UHHQ
infrastructure also ensures that the preserved areas are
connected so as to create wildlife corridors, preserve water
quality, and maintain economically viable working lands.
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Figure 2-7:5ROHVYLOOHKDVDXQLTXHIHDWXUHWRFHQWUDO1RUWK&DUROLQDDUHQRZQHGVFXEDSDUNEXLOWLQDQROG
TXDUU\$OORYHUWKHUHJLRQWKHUHDUHYLVLEOHRXWFURSSLQJVRI5ROHVYLOOH4XDUW]DQGEHDXWLIXOSDVWXUHODQGV
3UHVHUYLQJDQGKLJKOLJKWLQJWKHVHIHDWXUHVFDQVHWWKH7RZQDSDUWIURPLWVSHHUV

ROLESVILLE. NC

STRENGTHEN AND DIRECT DEVELOPMENT
TOWARD EXISTING COMMUNITIES
Smart growth directs development towards communities
already served by infrastructure, seeking to utilize the
resources that existing neighborhoods offer and to
maintain the value of public and private investment. By
encouraging development in existing areas, communities
EHQH¿WIURPDVWURQJHUWD[EDVHFORVHUSUR[LPLW\RIMREV
DQGVHUYLFHVLQFUHDVHGHI¿FLHQF\RIDOUHDG\GHYHORSHG
land and infrastructure, reduced development pressure
in fringe areas, and preservation of farmland and open
space. In addition, the process of increasing development
in existing communities can maximize the use of existing
impervious surfaces, thereby improving local and regional
water quality, and can create opportunities for more
transportation options, which lower vehicle miles traveled
and ultimately improve regional air quality. Often existing
neighborhoods can accommodate much of the growth
WKDWFRPPXQLWLHVUHTXLUHWKURXJKLQ¿OOGHYHORSPHQW
EURZQ¿HOGVUHGHYHORSPHQWDQGWKHUHKDELOLWDWLRQRI
H[LVWLQJEXLOGLQJV)RUH[DPSOHDVWXG\IRXQGWKDW
EURZQ¿HOGVLQ'HWURLW&KLFDJR0LOZDXNHHDQG&OHYHODQG
FRXOGDEVRUERQHWR¿YH\HDUVRIUHVLGHQWLDOGHYHORSPHQW
WR\HDUVRILQGXVWULDOGHYHORSPHQWRUWR
\HDUVRIRI¿FHVSDFH

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • BUILDING URBAN PLACES

Figure 2-8:7KHFHQWHURI5ROHVYLOOH<RXQJ6WUHHWDQG0DLQ6WUHHW,QWHUVHFWLRQORRNVWRUHGHYHORSPHQWLQIXWXUH
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PROVIDE A VARIETY OF TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS
7KHVFLHQFHRIWUDI¿FPDQDJHPHQWDQGSUHGLFWLRQKDVEHJXQ
to catch up with what citizens have observed for years: new
URDGFDSDFLW\¿OOVXSDOPRVWDVIDVWDVLWLVFRQVWUXFWHG
Known in transportation circles as “induced demand,”
studies now show that as large new roads are built, some
people increase their driving to take advantage of the new
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH6RPHVWXGLHVVXJJHVWWKDWEHWZHHQDQG
SHUFHQWRIQHZURDGFDSDFLW\LVFRQVXPHGE\QHZGULYLQJ
ZLWKLQ¿YH\HDUVRIWKHRSHQLQJRIDPDMRUURDG,QWKHVKRUW
term, people may switch from using transit and carpools to
traveling on the new road, and in the long term, with the
increased accessibility of the surrounding land, development
SDWWHUQVVKLIWWRFUHDWHPRUHJURZWKDQGQHZWUDI¿FLQWKH
area. In regions around the country, travel forecasters show
that the continuation of current policies and practices is
unlikely to alleviate congestion.
In response, communities are beginning to implement
new approaches to transportation planning, such as better
coordinating land use and transportation; increasing the
availability of high quality transit service; testing of new
technology like connected vehicles, creating resiliency and
connectivity within their transportation networks; and
ensuring connectivity between pedestrian, bike, transit, and
road facilities. In short, they are coupling a multi-modal
approach to transportation with supportive land-use patterns
that create a wider range of transportation options.
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Figure 2-9:$5ROHVYLOOHUHVLGHQWPDNLQJXVHRIDQLFHDIWHUQRRQWRXVHDFWLYHWUDQVSRUWDWLRQIRUH[HUFLVHD
snapshot of the existing multi-use path on Main Street.
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MAKE DEVELOPMENT DECISIONS FAIR,
35(',&7$%/($1'&267())(&7,9(

(1&285$*(&20081,7<$1'67$.(+2/'(5&2//$%25$7,21
IN DECISION MAKING

For a community to be successful in
implementing smart growth, its vision,
objectives, and actions must be embraced
by the private sector. The private sector is
crucial to supplying the large amounts of
money and construction expertise needed
to meet the growing demand for smart
growth developments. If investors, bankers,
developers, builders, and others do not
HDUQDSUR¿WIHZVPDUWJURZWKSURMHFWV
will be built. Fortunately, government can
KHOSUHGXFHEDUULHUVWRSUR¿WDEOHVPDUW
growth development practices. Since the
development industry is highly regulated,
the value of property and the desirability
of a place are determined in large part by
government investment in infrastructure and
by government regulation.

A key component of smart growth is to ensure early and frequent involvement
RIDOOVWDNHKROGHUVWRLGHQWLI\DQGDGGUHVVVSHFL¿FQHHGVDQGFRQFHUQV7KH
range of these stakeholders is broad and includes developers, urban planners,
transportation engineers, conservation and environmental groups, community
development advocates, historic preservationists, commuters, students,
environmental justice advocates, senior citizen organizations, children’s
advocacy groups, churches, parent-teacher associations, civic associations,
and many others. Each is capable of contributing a unique and valuable
SHUVSHFWLYHWRERWKEURDGFRPPXQLW\SODQVDQGVSHFL¿FSURMHFWGHVLJQV
These perspectives are particularly critical for the construction of the mixed
use, compact, walkable, and transit-rich communities that smart growth
supports because these varied perspectives may represent a departure from
what is conventional and familiar. The means of engaging the community and
stakeholders are myriad and range from early stakeholder input in community
plans to ongoing feedback and evaluation of the plan’s implementation as
projects are constructed. Ensuring a high level of public awareness is one
of the most fundamental strategies to guarantee that community needs and
possible solutions are fully considered. This strategy can help local leaders
better identify and support development that meets those needs.

Figure 2-10: Citizens take a look at designs concepts during the
Charrette

Figure 2-11:7RZQUHVLGHQWVJLYHWKHLULQSXWRQLGHDVDQGGHVLJQVDWWKH3XEOLF&KDUUHWWHKHOGDWWKH)LUH
Station
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CHAPTER 3

Rolesville Context
Solut
Theinculmination
numqui ommolupti
of the research
cus dollab
idisanalysis
etur restrum
of theinum
Town’s
is mos
history,
et est
YRORUHPTXLVHWDXWHFWLDHSHULRIÀFLLVTXR
previously produced plans, and a brief
environmental
dem moluptaassessment.
tiorit labo.

AREA HISTORY
FOUNDING
Wake County, North Carolina is largely known for Raleigh, the State’s capital,
and the booming corporate hub, Research Triangle Park. Located in the northern
part of the county is the Town of Rolesville, a small town community with a long
KLVWRU\5ROHVYLOOHZDVLQFRUSRUDWHGLQHVWDEOLVKLQJLWDVWKHVHFRQGROGHVW
town in the county after Raleigh. It was named after a local landowner, William
H. Roles, who additionally was a merchant, cotton broker, cotton gin owner,
and postmaster. Roles was a prominent man in the community and known
throughout Wake County for his generosity and leadership.

Planning for the
future of a place
accomplishes little if
the past of the place is
never even considered.

32
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PLANTING ROOTS
Rolesville began as a modest farming community. A
fence was installed around the town to keep farm animals
FRQ¿QHGDQGJDWHVZHUHSODFHGRQWKHWZRPDLQGLUWURDGV
that intersected at what is now downtown. Those roads
ZKDWDUHQRZNQRZQDV0DLQ6WUHHWDQG<RXQJ6WUHHW
the main intersection in Rolesville. The fences were torn
GRZQLQZKHQ0DLQ6WUHHW 86 ZDVSDYHG6LQFH
then, much of the agricultural land along this road between
-RQHVYLOOH5RDGDQG<RXQJ6WUHHWKDVEHHQVXEGLYLGHGLQWR
residential neighborhoods and commercial centers.
Today, there is still plenty of farming in Rolesville; however
it has received an exponential amount of growth in the
ODVWWZRGHFDGHV,QWKHSRSXODWLRQUHDFKHG
DQRYHULQFUHDVHIURPWKHSRSXODWLRQRI
DURXQG$VWKHSRSXODWLRQLQ:DNH&RXQW\FRQWLQXHV
to climb, Rolesville’s proven to be on a faster track than
other communities, and with this growth came congestion.
2YHUYHKLFOHVSHUGD\ZHUHWUDYHOLQJGRZQ86
401 through Rolesville’s Main Street. North Carolina
Department of Transportation began the construction of a
E\SDVVWR0DLQ6WUHHWLQDQGSURYLGHGWKHPLOOLRQ
to construct the 4-Lane, six-mile stretch with ‘superstreet’
intersections to move commuters around the town quickly
and safely.

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • ROLESVILLE CONTEXT
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LOUISBURG ROAD BYPASS
Now the US-401 Bypass, also known as
Louisburg Road, has been in operation
IRUQHDUO\\HDUV&RPPXWHUVDQG
UHVLGHQWVKDYHDGMXVWHGWRWKHQHZWUDI¿F
patterns along the bypass and Main Street.
$FFRUGLQJO\WUDI¿FYROXPHRQ0DLQ6WUHHW
has fallen around 75% compared to volumes
measured before the bypass opened. These
FKDQJHVKDYHDIIRUGHGWRZQRI¿FLDOV
planners, and business owners with the
opportunity to re-examine Main Street.
Through collaboration with community
members, project committees, state and
FRXQW\RI¿FLDOVWKH7RZQZDQWVWRPDNH
Main Street a community asset that draws in
visitors, families, and businesses. Rolesville
wants to turn Main Street into a local
corridor focused on multi-modal safety and
quality development.
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PAST PLAN
REVIEW
ADOPTED PLANS & POLICIES
Nearly every municipality has a set of policies and programs in place to help the
government interact with private developers, other government agencies, and the
public. These policies establish a community vision and are encoded in adopted
SODQVZKLOHRWKHUVDUHUHÀHFWHGLQRUGLQDQFHVRUZLWKLQWKHGDLO\SURFHGXUHV
RIORFDOVWDIIDQGHOHFWHGRI¿FLDOV ERWKZULWWHQDQGXQZULWWHQ $OWKRXJKVRPH
SROLFLHVDUHHQFRGHGLQVWDWHRUIHGHUDOSURFHGXUHVWKHPRVWLQÀXHQWLDOSROLFLHV
are found at the local level.
The currently adopted plans for the Town of Rolesville are summarized below.
7KHVHSODQVKDYHKDGDQLQÀXHQFHRQWKHEXLOWHQYLURQPHQWWKURXJKRXWWKH
Town. Each of these plans has been taken into consideration as potentially
impacting the recommendations contained in the Rolesville Main Street Corridor
Study. Any suggested change to adopted plans remain the responsibility of the
Rolesville Planning staff, Planning Board, and Board of Commissioners. Though
the adoption of the Rolesville Main Street Corridor Study will not translate
directly into implementation of the suggested changes, it will serve as a set of
JXLGHOLQHVIRUVXFFHVVIXOPRGL¿FDWLRQVWRWKHEXLOWHQYLURQPHQWWKDWZLOOKHOS
increase the quality of life, comfort, and health of residents throughout the Town
of Rolesville.

Good plans shape
good decisions. That’s
why good planning
helps to make elusive
dreams come true.

With careful planning, the Main Street Corridor will be transformed. It is helpful
to have previous plans that support the goals Rolesville is trying to accomplish.
As these past plans below are discussed, common themes will weave throughout
and serve as a basis for the corridor design. These plans intend to transform
aspects of mobility, both automobiles and pedestrians. There is a strong link
between the studies that will support bicycle and pedestrian facilities throughout
the Main Street corridor. These past studies serve as an outline to Rolesville
RI¿FLDOVDQGUHVLGHQWVXOWLPDWHO\JXLGLQJWKHGHVLJQRIDQHZ0DLQ6WUHHW
concept that truly serves the people.

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • ROLESVILLE CONTEXT
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TOWN OF ROLESVILLE
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (2017)
$GRSWHG2FWREHUWKH&RPSUHKHQVLYH
Plan as developed to help the Town get
ahead of development and growth. Rolesville
had became one of the fastest growing
communities n North Carolina, swelling from
a small farming community to a sprawling
suburban area. The Comprehensive Plan
examines that growth and layouts out
recommendations for the Town to better
control when, where, and how it grows in the
years to come. Recommendations focus on all
aspects of the Town, including transportation
and connectivity, parks and greenways,
recreation centers, commercial centers,
residential development, and centering a
downtown. This plan also called for a Main
Street Corridor Study.

RELEVANCY TO THE ROLESVILLE MAIN
STREET CORRIDOR STUDY
} Recommends examining the Main Street
Corridor and investing in connectivity
improvements for motorized and nonPRWRUL]HGWUDI¿FFRUULGRUEHDXWL¿FDWLRQ
and encouragement for a more diverse
retail, commercial, and mixed-use
environment.
} Recommends expanding greenways and
pedestrian connectivity, in part through
a development ordinance requiring
greenway construction and connections
to existing greenways, and adopting a
Complete Streets Policy.
} Pushes for stronger design standards for
developers, particularly for areas around
the Bypass intersections, in particular
establishing a form-based code or revised
8QL¿HG'HYHORSPHQW2UGLQDQFH 8'2

POTENTIAL ISSUES/AREAS OF
IMPROVEMENT FOR THE ROLESVILLE
MAIN STREET CORRIDOR STUDY
} The Comprehensive Plan recommended
conducting a Main Street Corridor
Study throughout the document after
highlighting the importance of this
area to the Town of Rolesville. The
recommendations on connectivity,
Complete Streets, and development
SUHVHQWHGWKHQHHGIRUDVWXG\VSHFL¿FDOO\
on this corridor.
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CAMPO 2045 LONG-RANGE
TRANSPORTATION PLAN (MAY 2017)

RELEVANCY TO THE ROLESVILLE MAIN
STREET CORRIDOR STUDY
} Provides a plan for future development
of the transportation system in the
7ULDQJOHUHJLRQLQFOXGLQJVSHFL¿F
recommendations for mass transit (both
bus and rail), bicycles, pedestrians, and
roadways.

&UHDWHGLQE\WKH&DSLWDO$UHD
Metropolitan Planning Organization
&$032 WKH/RQJ5DQJH
7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ3ODQ /573 LGHQWL¿HVIXWXUH
highway, transit, bicycle, pedestrian, and
other transportation projects which should
EHLPSOHPHQWHGE\JLYHQH[SHFWHG
UHYHQXHV7KH/573FRYHUVWKH&DSLWDO
Area Metropolitan Planning Organization’s
planning area, which includes all of Wake
County and portions of four surrounding
counties.

} Mass transit is recommended within
the plan to extend to Rolesville through
expanded bus service.
} Includes recommendations for
Complete Streets, Transit Station Area
Development, and Major Roadway Access
Management in the context of local land
use decisions.

POTENTIAL ISSUES/AREAS OF
IMPROVEMENT FOR THE ROLESVILLE
MAIN STREET CORRIDOR STUDY
} Rolesville’s Main Street Corridor
Study should build off the transit goals
PHQWLRQHGLQWKH&$032/573
IRFXVLQJRQWKH³¿UVWPLOHODVWPLOH´DQG
ensuring that riders are provided with
adequate connectivity from their homes
to regional transit stops and stations.

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • ROLESVILLE CONTEXT
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CAMPO NORTHEAST AREA STUDY
(2014)
The Northeast Area Study (NEAS) was
focused on northeastern Wake County and
southwestern Franklin County, with the
study area encompassing the municipalities
of Bunn, Franklinton, Knightdale,
Raleigh, Rolesville, Wake Forest, Wendell,
<RXQJVYLOOHDQG=HEXORQ7KHVWXG\ZDV
developed by the Capital Area Metropolitan
Planning Organization (CAMPO) to create
a vision for the area and provides a set of
goals for land use and development. Special
focus on transportation and development
guidelines were created to protect the water
protection area called the “Green Heart”.
The NEAS also evaluates transportation in
the area, including walking, bicycling, and
transit, providing recommendations for
roadway improvement projects. Overall,
the main goal of the study is to maintain a
high quality of life and multi-modal mobility
within the study area. Recommendations
from the NEAS were incorporated into the
032¶V0HWURSROLWDQ7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ
3ODQDQGVXEVHTXHQW0HWURSROLWDQ
Transportation Plan.

RELEVANCY TO THE ROLESVILLE MAIN
STREET CORRIDOR STUDY
} Focus on active transportation with
complete streets. This includes
recommendations for pedestrian and
greenway planning, on-road bicycle
facilities, and sidewalks in several
key study area towns including
Rolesville, which does not currently
have a pedestrian plan. Recommends
a focus on Downtown Areas, pointing
out that Rolesville’s downtown has a
unique character with the potential
to spur economic development and
attract visitors. Strategies focusing on
Downtowns within the NEAS document
LQFOXGHWKHLPSOHPHQWDWLRQRIÀH[LEOH
zoning laws, improved streetscapes, and
improvements to buildings to increase
the aesthetics of the downtown area.
Highlights the need for a diversity
of transportation services to provide
regional connectivity throughout the
study area.

} On-street bicycle facilities that link local
greenways to existing town centers,
employment sites, and other recreational
opportunities should be considered a
priority by Wake County, the towns, and
NCDOT

POTENTIAL ISSUES/AREAS OF
IMPROVEMENT FOR THE ROLESVILLE
MAIN STREET CORRIDOR STUDY
} As the NEAS was a regional study, it did
not cover detailed recommendations
for downtown areas that could be
EHQH¿FLDOWRWKH7RZQRI5ROHVYLOOHDQG
other municipalities in the study area.
NEAS recommended protecting vital
watershed areas, one of which is in the
heart of Rolesville. Alternative methods
of development in these areas will need to
be explored.

} Reinvesting in Rolesville’s main street
and supporting policies that contribute
to vibrant downtown in the form of
streetscape projects, facade grants, pocket
parks, and town facilities can spur private
development/redevelopment.
} Suggests the implementation of a local
Rolesville Circulator Bus Service. This
could provide service for the “last
mile” for commuters taking regional
transportation systems to and from work.
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TOWN OF ROLESVILLE
COMPREHENSIVE BICYCLE PLAN (2012)

RELEVANCY TO THE ROLESVILLE MAIN
STREET CORRIDOR STUDY
} Focuses on using bicycles as a tool for
both connectivity/transportation and
recreation.

,Q5ROHVYLOOHWRRNDVWHSWRZDUGV
becoming more bicycle friendly by creating
its Comprehensive Bicycle Plan. The vision
of this Plan was to help Rolesville become
“a Town where it is safe to ride a bicycle
both on and away from the roads as part
of an integrated policy framework and
transportation system that connects us
(Rolesville’s citizens) with each other and the
places we want to reach.” To meet that vision,
this Plan studied the Town and its zoning
jurisdiction and provided recommendations
on physical infrastructure, programs,
policies, and implementation concepts that
will help Rolesville to improve its overall
cycling environment, increase safety, and
encourage more cycling for all types (skill
levels) of bicyclists.

} Highlights the need for a greenway and
trail system, as well as adequate on-road
facilities.
} Considers safety, and suggests
educational programs to help drivers and
cyclists interact in a safe manner on the
roads.

“Connecting streets together
helps every traveler, whether by
bike, on foot, by bus or by car. More
connected street systems reduce
travel times between points, reduce
emergency response times that
save lives, provide alternative ways
of getting around construction/
PDLQWHQDQFHDQGUHGXFHWUDIÀFDW
congested intersections.”
5ROHVYLOOH%LF\FOH3ODQ

} Recommends that bicycle
accommodations are considered in
every new development review, policy,
ordinance and resolution.
} Acknowledges Main Street as a great
opportunity to become cyclist-friendly
FRQQHFWLQJ<RXQJ6WUHHWWR%XUOLQJWRQ
Mills.
} 3URSRVHGURXQGDERXWDW<RXQJ6WUHHW

POTENTIAL ISSUES/AREAS OF
IMPROVEMENT FOR THE ROLESVILLE
MAIN STREET CORRIDOR STUDY
} In the connectivity goal, consider adding
language to address the use of a bicycle
as a tool which can support public transit
to provide riders the connectivity they
need to safely and easily navigate the “last
mile” to and from the transit stations.
} Lack of supporting signage, sidewalks,
and landscaping to support bicyclists
MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • ROLESVILLE CONTEXT
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TOWN OF ROLESVILLE UNIFIED
DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE (OCTOBER
2004)
7KH7RZQRI5ROHVYLOOH¶V8QL¿HG
Development Ordinance (UDO) regulates
development within the Town and its
extraterritorial jurisdiction in accordance
with the Community Plan. These ordinances
help shape Rolesville as new private
development, particularly residential
projects, continue to develop in the Town.
These have been the main drivers for growth
in Rolesville for the past decade . Within the
UDO are requirements for a Neighborhood
Conservation Overlay District (Section
7.1.1) and the Town Center Overlay District
(Section 7.4) that protect the pre-existing
FKDUDFWHUDORQJ0DLQ6WUHHWDQG<RXQJ6WUHHW
in the downtown area of Rolesville. The
Special Highway Overlay District serves as a
supplement to the existing provisions in the
8'2 6HFWLRQ DQGLQFOXGHVDOOSDUFHOV
ZLWKLQD¶EXIIHUWRWKHURDGZD\7KH
Neighborhood Conservation Overlay District
restricts uses to residential homes and special
use permits for small businesses, whereas
the Town Center Overlay District includes
all uses that meet criteria set forth in the
standards. To summarize, the UDO regulates
the size and use of buildings, the density of
homes and structures, and the development
or subdivision of land. These regulations have
a great impact on the development of the
Town and the future of its built environment.
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RELEVANCY TO THE ROLESVILLE MAIN
STREET CORRIDOR STUDY
} Ordinances regulate the design of the
built environment including streets,
sidewalks, greenway provisions, bicycle
parking in new developments, signage,
landscape and appearance, subdivisions,
land use, and density.
} Regulates all requirements for
developments, such as parking and other
plans a development must follow.
} Provides a fee-in-lieu option for greenway
construction by a private developer.
} 3URYLGHVDGH¿QLWLRQRI³RSHQVSDFH´DV
“an area (land and/or water) generally
lacking in man-made structures and
reserved for enjoyment in its unaltered
state.”
} Parking is limited to the side and rear of a
structure (NCO).
} Encourages on-street and shared parking
(TCO).
} Sidewalks are required along each
building primary access road (TCO).
} 6LGHZDONVVKRXOGKDYHD¶IRRWZLGH
grassy buffer, but can be waived if onstreet parking is provided (TCO).

POTENTIAL ISSUES/AREAS OF
IMPROVEMENT FOR THE ROLESVILLE
MAIN STREET CORRIDOR STUDY
} 8QGHUVHFWLRQLQ6SHFLDO
Requirements, section E, the design
standards for bike paths should be
XSGDWHGWRUHÀHFWWKHPRVWUHFHQW
AASHTO and/or NACTO standards. Also,
a parallel bike path may not always be a
good solution. Town staff should refer to
the Rolesville Bicycle Plan for guidance.
} &RQVLGHUPRGLI\LQJ6HFWLRQRQ
7UDI¿F,PSDFW6WXGLHVWRHPSKDVLV
all modes of transportation including
bicycle, pedestrian, and the eventual
implementation of mass-transit, in
addition to vehicular transportation in
terms of data collection, analysis and
recommendations.
} Consider adding a requirement for bicycle
parking to Section 10.1, perhaps as a
percentage of vehicular parking spaces.
The Town Center Overlay District encompasses
the intersection of Main St and Young Street. This
Overlay protects the aesthetic qualities of the
Town center of Rolesville. The provisions include
FRPPHUFLDODQGUHVLGHQWLDOEXLOGLQJKHLJKWVSHFLÀFV
location requirements and uses permitted in the
area. Sidewalks are required for all commercial
and mixed-use buildings as well as six-foot, grassy
buffers adjacent to the sidewalk. These requirements
offer safe connectivity through the downtown area.
Parallel on-street parking and share parking is
encouraged in the provisions, while off-street parking
lots are located to the rear of buildings.
ROLESVILLE. NC

ROLESVILLE OPEN SPACE AND GREENWAYS PLAN
(JANUARY 2002)
,QWKH7RZQRI5ROHVYLOOHDGRSWHGDQ2SHQ6SDFHDQG
Greenways Master Plan. This plan was developed with the
purpose of protecting the natural and cultural resources
that Town residents value most, while also supporting and
enhancing its small-town heritage. The Town’s Open Space
Plan is consistent with a larger, comprehensive Open Space
Plan for Wake County. Rolesville’s adopted Open Space and
Greenway Plan calls for stream buffer zones for six local
stream corridors, natural and pedestrian use greenway
FRUULGRUVVFHQLFURDGGHVLJQDWLRQIRUDWOHDVW¿YHNH\WUDI¿F
corridors, and bike routes. The three principal goals of the
plan are to:
1. Identify parcels and corridors of land that need protection
and conservation measures;
 Establish a comprehensive approach that will link green
space lands and corridors to residential, commercial,
institutional, and central business areas of the
community; and
 7RGH¿QHDFRQFLVHVHWRIVWUDWHJLHVIRUSURWHFWLQJ
and conserving these corridors and at the same time
developing public use facilities that would provide
residents with access to these lands and corridors.

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • ROLESVILLE CONTEXT

RELEVANCY TO THE ROLESVILLE MAIN STREET
CORRIDOR STUDY
} Provides a detailed plan for future greenways and multiuse recreational trails for pedestrians and/or bicycles.
} Includes an objective to restore some of the town’s natural
areas, implementing restoration and demonstration
projects and protecting stream banks by completing
stream bank stabilization projects.
} Calls for the establishment of seven satellite parks and one
natural area. Ideas to connect these parks with a greenway
path through the redevelopment of Main Street.

POTENTIAL ISSUES/AREAS OF IMPROVEMENT FOR
THE ROLESVILLE MAIN STREET CORRIDOR STUDY
} Language about the importance of properly designing
greenway road crossings, and any transitions between
greenways and on-road bicycle facilities should be added
WRWKH*UHHQZD\7UDLO7\SHVVHFWLRQ SDJHVDQG 
} This plan should be updated by adding other recreational
opportunities as well as school-based destinations.
} The plan’s stance on connectivity should be strengthened
by building on the successes that were seen in recent
neighborhood development projects. Requiring
connections between neighborhoods, extending sidewalks
to the nearest corner, and requiring connections to
greenway facilities are common examples of connectivity
policy measures.
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THE ROLESVILLE HAZARD MITIGATION
PLAN
The Rolesville Hazard Mitigation Plan
LGHQWL¿HVDQGSUR¿OHVSRWHQWLDOKD]DUGV
that could put the people and facilities of
the Town of Rolesville at risk. The plan
assesses hazards for the level of threat and
vulnerability and develops mitigation actions
from that assessment. These actions create
an integrated and coordinated effort to
mitigate hazards, and lessen the potential
damage those hazards could cause to the
economy and infrastructure of Rolesville.

RELEVANCY TO THE ROLESVILLE MAIN
STREET CORRIDOR STUDY
} Contains plans for the maintenance of
major town transportation routes during
severe winter storms.
} Develops a disaster preparedness
evacuation route, which focuses on road
interconnectivity, paved roads, and the
widening of roads.

POTENTIAL ISSUES/AREAS OF
IMPROVEMENT FOR THE ROLESVILLE
MAIN STREET CORRIDOR STUDY
} There is no mention of mass transit
in the Plan. Since a partnership with
regional stakeholders to create regional
connectivity through mass transit is part
of the Town’s Community Plan, Hazard
Mitigation Goals should be update to
include measures that ensure the safety of
transit riders.
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WAKE TRANSIT PLAN
(NOVEMBER 2016)

RELEVANCY TO THE ROLESVILLE MAIN
STREET CORRIDOR STUDY

The Wake Transit Plan represents the
county’s mission to make major transit
improvements to the region. The four “Big
Moves” it has laid out are: connect the region;
connect all Wake County communities;
create frequent, reliable urban mobility; and
enhance access to transit. The main goal
is to bring a transit stop within a half mile
walking distance of 50 percent of the homes
and 70 percent of the jobs in Wake County.
Over the next 10 years the plan recommends
tripling county-wide bus service, increasing
the number of routes running every 15
minutes or less, and adding bus rapid
transit and commuter rail services. This
endeavor has been supported by the half-cent
WUDQVLWWD[YRWHGIRUE\UHVLGHQWVLQ

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • ROLESVILLE CONTEXT

} The Wake Transit Plan aims to connect
all of the Wake County Communities to
its system. Part of this includes a PeakOnly Service line to Rolesville, providing
an hourly bus service that connects the
Town to the Triangle Town Center and
Downtown Raleigh.

POTENTIAL ISSUES/AREAS OF
IMPROVEMENT FOR THE ROLESVILLE
MAIN STREET CORRIDOR STUDY
} The Wake Transit Plan focuses on the
county as a whole and zooms in on the
City of Raleigh. An exact location of the
commuter bus station not suggested.

} In its move to enhance access to transit,
the plan also suggests the county match
funding with neighboring communities
to connect rural areas to connected ones.
For Rolesville, this means creating a
transit connection with Wake Forest,
which then connects back to Raleigh.
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NATURAL
FEATURES
As visitors travel through the Town of Rolesville and its surrounding
communities, they might pick on trend in the names of streets and subdivisions.
A number of places reference granite, quarries, or stone in their name. This
is due the surplus of a particular strain of granite found in eastern Wake
County. Rolesville Granite, a coarse-grained yellow-orange stone often seen
in outcroppings in this region, takes its name from the Town of Rolesville. A
massive amount is found in the bedrock underneath this region and it was mined
from the former quarry that is currently Fantasy Lake Scuba Park.

Looking at the
VLJQLÀFDQWHFRORJ\
around Main Street
helps to ensure the
Vision understands the
region better than just
from the ground up.
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Figure 3-1::DNH&RXQW\PDSVKRZLQJORFDWLRQRI5ROHVYLOOH*UDQLWH VRXUFH$DURQ0RRG\WKH1HZV 
2EVHUYHU GHSRVLWVRI5ROHVYLOOH*UDQLWHVHHQDORQJ0DLQ6WUHHW 6XEXUEDQ)ULQJHVHJPHQW 
ROLESVILLE. NC

greenways & hydrology
7KH7RZQRI5ROHVYLOOHLVODUJHO\RXWVLGHRIWKHÀRRGSODLQ
as is Main Street. A number of greenways and bike trails
have been proposed along existing creeks and streams. These
proposed trails would better connect Rolesville with the Wake
County Greenway System. It is important to note that several
of these connections are proposed to cross the US 401 bypass
either at or below grade through pedestrian tunnels.

Greenways & Trails
Trail
Existing Multi-use Trial
Existing Greenway
Proposed Greenway
Proposed Bike Trail

Figure 3-2:5ROHVYLOOH$UHD+\GURORJ\0DS5ROHVYLOOH$UHD([LVWLQJDQG3URSRVHG7UDLOV0DS
MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • ROLESVILLE CONTEXT
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CHAPTER 4

Engagement Summary
The public engagement process was
Solut in numqui ommolupti cus dollab
vital to the outcome of this plan and the
idis etur restrum inum is mos et est
recommendations made for Main Street.
YRORUHPTXLVHWDXWHFWLDHSHULRIÀFLLVTXR
Nothing could have been accomplished
dem molupta tiorit labo.
without the input of Rolesville residents

IMPORTANCE OF
ENGAGEMENT
Public engagement plays an integral role in any design or study that impacts the daily lives of
community members and local businesses. Planning for a community of any size is not as successful
as planning with the community; the results are stronger, implementation is harder fought for, and
the community is often bonded tighter due to involvement. Aside from this, engagement provides
invaluable feedback to current conditions and problems that might not be fully understood by
planners, engineers, and designers looking at data alone; the human element and anecdotal evidence
helps to color the project teams’ view of the issues and provide better suggestions for improvement.
In the Main Street Vision Plan process, public engagement is found in all three phases. It includes
FRPPLWWHHVRIFLWL]HQVZLWKEXVLQHVVRZQHUVDQGHOHFWHGRI¿FLDOVDSURMHFWZHEVLWHDQRQOLQHVXUYH\
and interactive mapping exercise, a public symposium, a project charrette, and an open house to
SUHVHQWWKH¿QDOUHFRPPHQGDWLRQV,QSURYLGLQJSRLQWVRIHQJDJHPHQWWKURXJKRXWWKHSURFHVV
residents are encouraged to stay involved and keep up with the project, with the intent that they can
see their feedback and conversations come to live in the Vision for Main Street. Without their help, the
Vision is never created and never realized. Engagement was critical to this plan.
7RGDWHSXEOLFSDUWLFLSDWLRQRSSRUWXQLWLHVLQFOXGHGWKHIROORZLQJDQGHQJDJHGRYHULQGLYLGXDOV

In order to successfully
design a Main
Street for everyone,
stakeholders must
ÀUVWEHLQYLWHGWRWKH
table and the drawing
board.
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} $GYLVRU\&RPPLWWHH0HHWLQJV
z'HFHPEHU
z-DQXDU\
z)HEUXDU\
} 3URMHFW6\PSRVLXP -DQXDU\
} )RXU  'D\3XEOLF'HVLJQ&KDUUHWWH )HEUXDU\QG
} 3XEOLF2SHQ+RXVHV
z)HEUXDU\
z0D\
} 1 Project Website featuring
z1 Online Survey
z1 Interactive Map
ROLESVILLE. NC

Public Symposium

Informative Website

Focus Groups

Fliers

Charrette Walk-Ins

Mapping Exercises

What is your primary mode of transportation?




96%
CAR





Steering Committee

<RXWK(QJDJHPHQW

Interactive Surveys
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Car

Transit

Bicycle

Walk

Other (motorcycle)
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steering committee & its role
At the beginning of this process, CAMPO and Town of
Rolesville worked with the project team to create the two
teams that make up the steering committees that would
OHDGWKHSURJUHVVRIWKHSODQ7KH¿UVWWHDPZDVWKH&RUH
Technical Team, or CTT. The Core Technical Team was the
essential team that drove the project. The Project Manager
and Local Liaison worked closely with the Consultant Leads
to set the meeting and engagement schedule as well as
deadlines during the process. The team met monthly during
the project process with conference calls between meetings
to stay abreast in progress.

Many thanks to the
members of the CTT
and SOT that helped
guide this Plan.

,QWKH¿UVWPHHWLQJVZLWKWKHFOLHQWWKHVHFRQGWHDPURVWHU
was created, the Stakeholder Oversight Team, or SOT.
This group represented the various interests of different
groups and aspects of the town and included business
owners, town and county commissioners, neighborhood
associations and representatives, emergency services, and
representatives from various town and county boards, as
well as the Mayor of Rolesville. This group met 4 times
during the process.
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Together, the CTT and the SOT served not
only as a project oversight committee, but
also as a decision-making entity throughout
the life of the project. These committees
helped to provide venues for sharing
information, raised and discussed ideas,
increased overall community participation,
LGHQWL¿HGRWKHUVWDNHKROGHUVIRUIRFXV
groups, fostered communication between the
community and the project team, focused
and provided resources, helped to set a
direction and priorities, and vetted the plan
recommendations and action plan. They were
present every step of the way to provide their
local and specialized knowledge to the project
team and were consistent in their advocacy
for this Vision.

:$/.,1*%867285

Figure 4-1:0HPEHUVRIWKH&77DQG627UHYLHZLVVXHVDQGFRQVWUDLQWVGXULQJLQWKHFKDUUHWWH

2QHRIWKH¿UVWPHHWLQJVRIWKH&77LQFOXGHG
a Walking and Bus Tour of the entire
corridor. The exercise provided direct local
knowledge of the corridor early on to the
project team and included the discussion of
issues along the corridor that were echoed by
residents throughout the process.
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online engagement
Early in the process a project website was
generated (www.mainstreetrolesville.com)
so residents, property owners, business
owners and other stakeholders could access
information and provide input throughout
the process. The website featured pages
dedicated to explaining the purpose of the
project, the dates and locations of upcoming
meetings, meeting results, related documents
and images produced, photo albums of
events, and ways to get involved with the
project.
Among the ways to get involved were a
comment box, an online survey, and an
interactive mapping tool. The comment
box allowed for residents to leave general
thoughts or ask questions which the project
team could respond to directly. The online
VXUYH\IHDWXUHGDVHWRITXHVWLRQVUHODWHG
to traveling and living along Main Street.
People were given the opportunity to voice
concerns and rank priorities for the corridor.
Related to that survey was an online mapping
tool hosted by ESRI Online. This tool offered
the ability for residents to ground their
comments and ideas to georeferenced data,
providing the project team with the exact
location of where their concern was located
and description of the problem. The survey
and map were open for interaction for
several months and closed when the design
recommendations were completed. The
results were left viewable on the website.
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SURVEY SAYS......

Top

3 types of development needed

Restaurants, Retail, Develop a Downtown Core

96%
80%

Travel by car primarily

&XUUHQWO\'LVVDWLVÀHGZLWK
Commercial Choices

Top

2 needed improvementss
streetscaping & lighting

44%
50%

'LVVDWLVÀHGZLWKELF\FOH
safety

'LVVDWLVÀHGZLWKFURVVLQJIDFLOLWLHV

ROLESVILLE.
ROLESVILLE NC

public meetings
Three opportunities were provided for the
public to engage directly with the project
team during the Vision Plan process. These
events provide invaluable interactions and
allow for the design team to link ideas and
solutions directly to the public for immediate
feedback and allows for solutions to be
proposed and explored together in real time.
These meetings were held at key phases of
WKHSURFHVVDWWKHHQGRIWKH¿UVWSKDVH
ZKHQWKHWHDPSUHVHQWHGWKHHDUO\¿QGLQJV
and various possibilities; in the middle of the
second phase, so the team can present ideas
and create designs and receive immediate
feedback on the proposed solutions; and in
WKHWKLUGSKDVHZKLOH¿QDOL]LQJUHSRUWLQJ
WRSUHVHQWWKH¿QDOUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVDQG
discuss the process as a whole.

Figure 4-2: Attendees of a public workshop held at the onset of the project work together to identify needs for Main St.
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352-(&76<0326,80

PROJECT CHARRETTE

7KH3XEOLF6\PSRVLXPZDVWKH¿UVWODUJH
scale public meeting for the Vision Plan.
The project team used his event for the
¿UVWSXEOLFSURMHFWZRUNVKRS'XULQJWKLV
meeting, the project was introduced, with
conditions inferred from data analysis and
discussions with the Steering Committee, and
preliminary analysis done by the project team
was presented. A survey was given to the
audience, and due to the use of instant push
button technology, the results are shown in
real time, giving everyone the opportunity to
see what they said as a community. Following
this exercise, the audience was split into
groups and given project maps, facilitated
by a member of the project team or Steering
Committee. This provided the team with a
large amount of public input and comments
directly related to the corridor and the areas
surrounding it.

The Charrette was the biggest and most
coordinated push on the project. It required
all hands on deck, everyone from the Steering
Committee and the entire project team was
involved and on location for a 4-day intense
design and engagement effort. This was held
at the Rolesville Fire Department, where
the project team, consisting of planners,
urban designers, landscape architects, and
engineers worked together in close quarters
producing much of the design and graphic
work for the recommendations of the project.

Main Street Project Symposium
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8 AM

Monday
Day 1

Tuesday
Day 2
Neighborhood HOA
Reps

9 AM
10 AM
11 AM
12 PM

Wednesday
Day 3

Setup/
Open Design Studio

Setup/
Open Design
Studio

NCDOT/ Emergency
Services

Lunch

1 PM

Break

Open Design
Studio

Break

Historic Preservation/
Beautification

Lunch

Lunch

Complete Streets/
Bike / Ped / P&R

CTT/SOT/Client
Meeting

2 PM
3 PM

Open Design
Studio

Break

Open Design
Studio

Break

Open Design
Studio

Break

Developers/ Realtors

4 PM
Businesses

5 PM
6 PM

Break

7 PM
8 PM

Client Pin-Up Session

CTT Team Pin-Up Session

Closed Design Studio

Closed Design Studio

(Public)
Project Update for Community
Closed Design Studio

While this work was taking place, in the
same room Focus Groups met several times
a day brought together and organized by the
Steering Committee to discuss the project
as it relates to certain aspects of the Town.
During and after these meetings, attendees
were able to look over the shoulders of
the design professionals and discuss the
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQVLQGHWDLOLQÀXHQFLQJWKH
SURFHVVDQGXOWLPDWHO\DIIHFWLQJWKH¿QDO
outcome and recommendations.

ROLESVILLE. NC

7ZRSXEOLFPHHWLQJVZHUHKHOGRQHRQWKH¿UVWQLJKWWRNLFNRIIWKHZHHN
WKHVHFRQGDVD¿QDOZUDSXSRQWKHODVWGD\7KH¿UVWPHHWLQJLQFOXGHGD
presentation with push button polling, a visual preference survey, and a funding
preference exercise. Some of the results of the visual preference survey are
YLHZHGKHUHDQGGLUHFWO\LQÀXHQFHGWKHUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVGHWDLOHGLQ&KDSWHU
7KHVHFRQGPHHWLQJZDVKHOGRQWKHODVWQLJKWWRSUHVHQWHYHU\WKLQJWKDWZDV
GLVFRYHUHGDQGGUDIWHGGXULQJWKHZHHN'XULQJWKH¿QDOPHHWLQJWKHSXEOLF
was able to respond to the work presented and see how their feedback was
incorporated in the conceptual designs and renderings.

Figure 4-3:5HVXOWVIURPWKH9LVXDO3UHIHUHQFH6XUYH\ZHUHSRVWHGRQOLQHIROORZLQJWKH&KDUUHWWH3DUWLFLSDWHVZHUHJLYHQSRVLWLYHJUHHQGRWVIRUHDFKTXHVWLRQDQGRQHQHJDWLYHUHGGRW
IRUWKHZKROHVXUYH\+HUHDUHDVHOHFWHGVDPSOLQJRIWKHUHVSRQVHVZLWKWKHQXPEHURIYRWHVVKRZQQH[WWRHDFKLPDJH
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OPEN HOUSE
7KH¿QDOHYHQWWKH2SHQ+RXVHZDVKHOGIRUWKHSXEOLFDW
Rolesville’s Community Center. This open meeting allowed
community members to meet with the project team, other
VWDNHKROGHUVDQGYLHZWKH¿QDOFRQFHSWGHVLJQVDORQJWKH
FRUULGRU7KHGHVLJQWHDPFRQWLQXRXVO\UH¿QHGWKHYLVLRQ
for Rolesville’s Main Street after the focus group meetings
and public feedback received during the charrette. Over 50
UHVLGHQWVVKRZHGXSWRUHYLHZWKH¿QDOGHVLJQVZKLFKZHUH
then made available on the website.
The Open House was set up with various stations
explaining different elements of the project. One station
featured two boards showing possible intersections and
rendered corridor section designs. The residents were
asked to prioritize which intersection they wanted to see
FRPSOHWHG¿UVWE\³YRWLQJ´DQGSXWWLQJDGRWQH[WWRWKHLU
selection. This voting visual will help the town decide which
projects are the most popular among engaged residents of
Rolesville; ultimately, this decision will be made through
a series of discussions after the Vision Plan is formally
adopted. Unique to this meeting, Wake Transit had a table
set up showcasing the proposed transit routes that will
positively affect Rolesville. Wake Transit members were
there to explain the route maps and answer any questions.
Throughout the entire process Rolesville residents have
shown a keen interest in the future plans and steps their
town and county are taking towards improving their Main
Street corridor. Rolesville’s public engagement was notable
and essential to the design and development of the Main
Street Vision Plan.
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Figure 4-4:7KH2SHQ+RXVHÁLHUZDVGLVWULEXWHGE\WKHWRZQZHOODKHDGRIWKHPHHWLQJDQGIHDWXUHGWKHZRUN
SURGXFHGDQGGLVFXVVHGDWGXULQJWKH3URMHFW&KDUUHWWHDWWHQGHHVDWWKH2SHQ+RXVHGLVFXVVIHDWXUHVRIWKHÀQDO
concept design of Main Street.

Figure 4-5: During the Open House, the community was asked
to show their preference for what the Town, along with its
SDUWQHUVPLJKWDFFRPSOLVKÀUVWEHWZHHQIRXULQWHUVHFWLRQ
LPSURYHPHQWVDQGWKHWKUHHVHJPHQWVRI0DLQ6WUHHW7KH
winning projects were the Main & Young Intersection and
WKH9LOODJH&RUH %XUOLQJWRQ0LOOVWR<RXQJ 6HJPHQW
LPSURYHPHQWV

ROLESVILLE. NC
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CHAPTER 5

Market Analysis
Market and economic analysis helps to
set
the in
stage
for the
Main Street
Solut
numqui
ommolupti
cus Corridor
dollab
Study.
Various
data
wasisevaluated
to
idis etur
restrum
inum
mos et est
determine
the capacity for future growth
YRORUHPTXLVHWDXWHFWLDHSHULRIÀFLLVTXR
of residential,
commercial
civic uses
dem molupta
tioritand
labo.
along the corridor.

CURRENT
REALITIES
The Main Street Vision Plan began with feedback from the community through
a variety of venues, which revealed its wants and needs. Much of feedback
suggests that the best use of the corridor would be associated with mixed-use
development. The synthesis of this feedback focuses on the following areas:
} Reasonable commute to work
} Quality of life, including expanded shopping & entertainment
} Housing choices and affordability
} Lifestyle authenticity and experiences
While the Town has many locational advantages and opportunities, it also
presents a variety of issues that require attention for development and
LQYHVWPHQWWRRFFXU2QHRIWKHIRUHPRVW¿QGLQJVVXJJHVWWKDWWKHUHWDLOWKDW
exists no longer matches the demographic that has contributed to Rolesville’s
VWURQJJURZWK)URPWRWKHPHGLDQKRXVHKROGLQFRPHIRUWKH
town has grown 100%. For example, Redford Place shopping center, built in
FDWHUVWRDGHPRJUDSKLFWKDWQRORQJHUPDWFKHVWKLVDIÀXHQWDQGKLJKO\
educated, suburban bedroom community.

In support of the goals, we
conducted a series of analyses
to identify the optimum
approach to address land
uses, public improvements
and development strategies
to assist in creating a vibrant
and economically sustainable
corridor.
60

Today’s Rolesville residents are family-oriented and food conscious, while
seeking engaging experiences and lifestyles. The former foundations of
downtown lack the aesthetic appeal, walkability and experience that this new
SRSXODWLRQVHHNVDQGLVFXUUHQWO\¿QGLQJHOVHZKHUH7KHIROORZLQJVHFWLRQV
explain this.

ROLESVILLE. NC
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DEMOGRAPHICS
& ECONOMIC
ASSESSMENT
When compiling this data, the most appropriate geography is used to understand
the community from a macro to micro view to determine competitive advantages
or disadvantages. The Main Street corridor is located within the Raleigh
Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), Wake County, and the Town of Rolesville,
NC.

POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS
$OWKRXJK5ROHVYLOOHLVFRQVLGHUHGDQROGWRZQKDYLQJEHHQLQFRUSRUDWHGLQ
LWV¿UVW\HDUVRIH[LVWHQFHZHUHFKDUDFWHUL]HGE\VORZSRSXODWLRQJURZWK,Q
5ROHVYLOOHKDGDSRSXODWLRQRISHRSOHDJURZWKUDWHRISHRSOHSHU
year.

Rolesville is the
second oldest town
in Wake County!

Rolesville, during this 150-year period, served as a minor trade center for the
IDUPLQJFRPPXQLWLHVRIDSRUWLRQRIHDVWHUQ:DNH&RXQW\6LQFH5ROHVYLOOH
KDVDGGHGSHRSOHWRLWVSRSXODWLRQ

Demographic and economic
assessment lays the foundation
for determining market
demand.
62

Farming has a much smaller footprint across the North Carolina countryside
WRGD\HYHQFRPSDUHGZLWKDQGSDUWLFXODUO\VRLQWKHPDMRUXUEDQ
counties. While some farming still is done in the vicinity of Rolesville, the town’s

ROLESVILLE. NC

change in land use and zoning indicates a departure from
its agricultural past: there has been a steady conversion
of the former farms into subdivisions in response to the
heavy demand generated by one of the strongest regional
economies in the United States.
*URZWKLVSURMHFWHGWREHPRGHUDWHIURPWR
compared to prior years. The table to the right provides
a comparative view. Important to note is Rolesville’s
household size relative to both the MSA and County,
signifying the presence of families with children.
The town’s rapid growth has also resulted in higher
household income levels. Historically, much of Rolesville’s
households were in the lower income categories prior to
WKHFHQVXV7KHVHKRXVHKROGVLQFOXGHJHQHUDWLRQV
that have lived in Rolesville for many years. The population
growth has created more household income diversity in
Rolesville. As shown below, the households indicate three
primary income ranges: lower income, middle class and the

Raleigh MSA

Wake County

Town of
Rolesville

1,319,180

1,061,504

7,093

2010-2017 Population Growth

16.7%

17.8%

87.4%

2022 Estimated Total Population

1,467,228

1,187,059

8,481

2017-2022 Population Growth

11.2%

11.8%

19.6%

Raleigh MSA

Wake County

Town of
Rolesville

1,319,180

1,061,504

7,093

2017 Median Household Income

$65,065

$70,106

$77,253

2017 Average Household Income

$89,385

$95,007

$92,601

2017 Median Age

36.1

35.6

37.5

2017 Average Household Size

2.60

2.58

3.10

Estimated Population Growth
2017 Total Population

Figure 5-1: Source - ESRI, Rose Associates 2017

Income, Age & Household Size
2017 Total Population

Figure 5-2: Source - ESRI, Rose Associates 2017

DIÀXHQW

Figure 5-3: Source - ESRI, Rose Associates 2017
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GENERATIONAL COHORTS

TAPESTRY LIFEMODE GROUPS

Unlike the Baby Boomer generation whose housing
decisions were driven by job relocations, Millennials, when
entering the workforce, make career decisions based upon
their desired lifestyle, then revolve their job search around
their chosen community. As this group ages, marries and
has children, they tend to seek a different lifestyle, generally
moving from urban to suburban environments, such as
Rolesville. As shown above, the two most prevalent cohorts
making up over 50% of the population are parents (GenX)
DQGWKHLUFKLOGUHQ *HQ= 

Lifestyle Segmentation, created by ESRI’s Tapestry, combines demographic and
socio-economic data to further understand the residents in a neighborhood and
the consumers in an area. It assists in understanding lifestyle characteristics
including housing, consumer and entertainment preferences.

Where many communities strive to attract Millennials,
Rolesville attracts a family-oriented population who seek
lifestyle preferences that are described more in depth in the
next section.

Generation
Gen Z
(Centennials)
Gen Y
(Millennials)

Town of Rolesville
2010
Age Range
Population %
28.1

23.7

17 – 36

21.6

22.9

Gen X

37 – 51

35.1

31.5

Baby Boomers

52 – 70

12.8

18.3

70+

2.4

3.6

Figure 5-4: Source - ESRI, Rose Associates 2017

While Wake County contains all 14 Life Groups, the Town of Rolesville contains
RQO\)DPLO\/DQGVFDSHVDQG&R]\&RXQWU\/LYLQJ

LifeMode Groups
2017
Population %

0 – 16

Silent
Generation

The entire U.S. population is categorized within 14 Tapestry LifeMode groups,
IURPZKLFK/LIHVW\OH6HJPHQWVFDQEHLGHQWL¿HGJURXSHGIURPUXUDOWRXUEDQ
center populations. These provide in-depth information about the character
of all households in the designated areas, combining demographic, social and
behavior patterns. The percentage of households in the geographic areas below
GH¿QHWKHWRS/LIH0RGHJURXSVLQHDFKDUHDWKDWGRPLQDWHWKHODQGVFDSHDQG
further demonstrate the diversity of the populations between these areas.

$IÁXHQW(VWDWHV
Upscale Avenues
Uptown Individuals
Family Landscapes
GenXurban
Cozy Country Living
Ethnic Enclaves
Middle Ground
Senior Styles
Rustic Outposts
Midtown Singles
Hometown
NextWave
Scholars and Patriots

Wake County

Town of Rolesville

22.2%
7.5%
3.6%
16.2%
5.9%
1.7%
11.5%
13.0%
2.7%
1.8%
8.5%
1.0%
1.2%
3.3%

87.3%
12.7%
-

Figure 5-5: Source - ESRI, Rose Associates 2017
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tapestry segments
7KH7DSHVWU\6HJPHQWVZLWKLQHDFKRIWKHVH/LIH0RGHJURXSVVKRZGLIIHUHQWDQGPRUHVSHFL¿FOLIHVW\OHFKDUDFWHULVWLFV:LWKLQ)DPLO\
Landscapes, Rolesville’s population falls within the Soccer Mom segment. This Tapestry Segment comprises 10% of the households in the
FRXQW\DQGPRUHQRWDEO\RIWKHKRXVHKROGVLQ5ROHVYLOOH7KLVLVVLJQL¿FDQWZLWKDOPRVWRXWRIHYHU\KRXVHVIDOOLQJXQGHUWKLV
segment in Rolesville. The remaining segment in Rolesville is Green Acres, from the LifeMode Group Cozy Country Living. Green Acres
UHSUHVHQWVWKHWRZQ¶V¿UVWFLWL]HQVDQGDGLPLQLVKLQJVHJPHQW7KHIROORZLQJDUHWKHH[SODQDWLRQVRIERWKVHJPHQWV

62&&(50206 

*5((1$&5(6 

6RFFHU0RPVLVDQDIÀXHQWIDPLO\RULHQWHGPDUNHWZLWKD
FRXQWU\ÀDYRU5HVLGHQWVDUHSDUWLDOWRQHZKRXVLQJDZD\
from the bustle of the city but close enough to commute to
professional job centers. Life in this suburban wilderness
offsets the hectic pace of two working parents with growing
children. They favor time-saving devices, like banking online
or housekeeping services, and family-oriented pursuits.

The Green Acres lifestyle features country living and selfreliance. They are avid do-it-yourselfers, maintaining and
remodeling their homes, with all the necessary power tools
to accomplish the jobs. Gardening, especially growing
vegetables, is also a priority, again with the right tools, tillers,
tractors, and riding mowers. Outdoor living also features a
YDULHW\RIVSRUWVKXQWLQJDQG¿VKLQJPRWRUF\FOLQJKLNLQJ
and camping, and even golf.
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labor & employment
Rolesville’s history is rooted in its agricultural heritage.
Development strategy begins with understanding the local
labor market and the community’s economic base. Local
employment is assessed by many data points, including
educational attainment for job readiness and the employed
population. Often the percentage of civilian population
DJHGRUKLJKHUWKDWDUHHPSOR\HGRUVHHNLQJHPSOR\PHQW
LVGH¿QHGDVWKHODERUIRUFHSDUWLFLSDWLRQUDWH+RZHYHU
WKHVH¿JXUHVGRQRWFRQVLGHUWKRVHWKDWDUHXQHPSOR\DEOH
(due to lack of skills or minimum educational attainment),
discouraged workers who have dropped out of the workforce,
and the unemployed. The data below shows regional
employment growth in the major sectors from November
WR1RYHPEHUZLWK3URIHVVLRQDO %XVLQHVV
Services leading annual growth at 7.7% followed by Financial
$FWLYLWLHV  DQG0DQXIDFWXULQJ  

%86,1(66 ,1'8675<
7KHUHDUHDQHVWLPDWHGEXVLQHVVHVWDEOLVKPHQWV
LQ:DNH&RXQW\SHUDQQXDOHVWLPDWHVIURPWKH
Bureau of Labor Statistics. The large majority of business
HVWDEOLVKPHQWVLQWKHFRXQW\FRQWDLQOHVVWKDQHPSOR\HHV
The major employers in Wake County represent a diverse
range of both goods and services-producing sectors. While
many of the major employers are located outside of the
Northeast Wake County area where Rolesville is located,
the major employers (those with 500 or more employees) in
Wake County and those within close proximity to Rolesville,
based upon zip code, are listed on the following page.

Figure 5-6: Source - NC Department of Commerce 2017
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Major Employers
Duke University and Health System
State of North Carolina
Wake County Public School System
IBM Corporation
North Carolina State University
WakeMed Health & Hospitals
Rex Healthcare
SAS Institute, Inc.
Cisco Systems, Inc.
GlaxoSmithKline
Lenovo
Fidelity Investments
NC Department of Health & Human Services
Wake County Public School System
Sensus (Bermuda 2) Ltd.
City of Raleigh
Conduent Inc.
Duke Energy
Quintiles
Spectraforce Technologies Inc.
Closest Proximity to Rolesville
Allscripts
Set and Service Resources, LLC
CaptiveAire Systems Inc.
ACI Support Specialists, Inc.
Valeant Pharmaceuticals International, Inc
Concord Hospitality Enterprises
CenturyLink
Facilico
Nomaco Inc.
US Food Service
St. Moritz Building Services, Inc.

# Of Employees

Location

36,004
24,083
18,554
10,000
9,069
8,943
5,700
5,616
5,500
4,950
4,200
4,000
3,800
3,692
3,691
3,673
3,300
2,700
2,600
2,600

Durham
Raleigh
Cary
RTP
Raleigh
Raleigh
Raleigh
Cary
RTP
RTP
Morrisville
Raleigh
Raleigh
Raleigh
Raleigh
Raleigh
Cary
Durham
Raleigh
Raleigh

# Of Employees

Location

1,550
1,500
1,100
700
700
600
420
320
308
300
300

Raleigh
Raleigh
Raleigh
Raleigh
Raleigh
Raleigh
Raleigh
Raleigh
Zebulon
Zebulon
Raleigh

Figure 5-7:6RXUFH7RZQRI5ROHVYLOOH86%XUHDXRI/DERU6WDWLVWLFV
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(&2120,&%$6(

Economic Base Industry Key Sectors (NAICS)

Economic Base Analysis is used to determine what industry
sectors drive the local economy and determine real estate
demand. The underlying theme suggests that jobs drive
demand for real estate. In other words, for every base
industry job that is created, a multiplier effect increases
overall employment, in turn increasing both population and
household income. There are two types of jobs: those which
export their goods and services outside the community (also
referred to as basic employment), and those which service the
local community (otherwise referred to as non-basic or service
employment). The corresponding demand is correlated to
housing and various commercial uses of real estate.

Wake County 2016
Total Annual Average Employment: 451,719
Utilities (22)
Construction (23)
Construction of buildings (236)
Heavy & civil engineering construction (237)
Specialty trade contractors (238)
Manufacturing (31-33)
Computer & electronic product manufacturing
(334)
Electrical equipment & appliance
manufacturing (335)
Wholesale Trade (42)
Merchant wholesalers, durable goods (423)
Electronic markets, agents & brokers
Retail Trade (44-45)
Motor vehicle & parts dealers (441)
Furniture & home furnishings stores (442)
Building material & garden supply stores
(444)
Health & Personal Care Stores (446)
Sports,hobby,instrument & book Stores (451)
General Merchandise Stores (452)
Miscellaneous store retailers (453)
Information (51)
Publishing industries, except internet (511)
Broadcasting, except internet (515)
Telecommunications (517)
Data processing, hosting & related services
(518)
Real Estate & Rental/Leasing (53)
Real estate (531)
Rental & leasing services
Professional & Technical Services (54)
Management of Companies & Enterprises (55)
Administrative & Waste Services (56)
Administrative & support services (561)
Arts, Entertainment & Recreation (71)
Performing arts and spectator sports (711)
Amusements, gambling & recreation (713)

The ratio of the county percentage of employment as
compared to U.S. employment, or location quotient (“LQ”)
LGHQWL¿HVZKLFKEDVLFLQGXVWU\VHFWRUVFRQWULEXWHWKHJUHDWHVW
local economic growth. The sectors with location quotients
(“LQ”) greater than 1.00 demonstrate higher than U.S.
averages, thus the primary drivers of the local economy.
Leading industries based on LQ may vary from those
industries providing the highest percentages of employment.
The top sectors which account for over a third of the county’s
WRWDOHPSOR\PHQWLQFOXGH5HWDLO7UDGH  3URIHVVLRQDO
& Technical Services (11.14%) and Administrative & Waste
6HUYLFHV  7KHWDEOHWRWKHULJKWKLJKOLJKWVWKH
leading economic sectors and sub-sectors in Wake County.
The difference between the sectors which provide the greatest
percentage of employment as compared to the county’s
economic base (LQ >1.00), is shown in the table to the right
WKRVHRIPRVWVLJQL¿FDQFHDUHQRWHGLQEROG )RU5ROHVYLOOH
this suggests that its impact in the county’s economic
base, and commensurate real estate sectors, should focus
SULPDULO\RQUHWDLODQGRI¿FHXVHVZKHQSODQQLQJIRUIXWXUH
development.
68

LQ

% Employment Product Type

1.16
1.22
1.32
1.14
1.2
0.54

0.53%
6.70%
1.60%
0.08%
4.20%
5.54%

2.93

2.53%

1.33

0.42%

1.07
1.19
1.19%
1.03
1.15
1.35

5.20%
2.87%
0.88%
13.52%
1.88%
0.52%

1.12

1.18%

1.09
1.28
1.05
1.06
2.00
3.62
1.12
2.28

0.95%
0.65%
2.81%
0.73%
4.63%
2.17%
0.25%
1.51%

1.51

0.38%

1.19
1.25
1.05
1.52
1.24
1.39
1.42
1.31
1.52
1.34

2.10%
1.62%
0.48%
11.14%
2.29%
10.29%
10.08%
2.42%
0.59%
1.79%

Industrial
Industrial

Industrial

Industrial
Retail

2IÀFH

2IÀFH
2IÀFH
2IÀFH
2IÀFH
Other

NOTE::KLOH0DQXIDFWXULQJ  ZDVQRWDSULPDU\GULYHUWZRVXEVHFWRUVPDGHDVLJQLÀFDQWLPSDFW
on the local economy

Figure 5-8:6RXUFH86%XUHDXRI/DERU6WDWLVWLFV
ROLESVILLE. NC

REAL ESTATE
MARKET
ROLESVILLE’S LOCATION
The impact of the Interstate 540 loop around the central core of the Raleigh
region cannot be understated. With multiple interchanges serving Wake County,
Interstate 540 serves the many communities which commute to the major
employment centers in and around Raleigh, which are primarily located within
the City of Raleigh, the Research Triangle Park and the Town of Cary.

Past and future real estate
trends can help describe where
resident and business needs
are met and unmet, allowing
a town to better plan for the
future.
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Figure 5-9:0DSVKRZLQJ5ROHVYLOOH·VSRVLWLRQUHODWLYHWRLQWHUVWDWHVDQGPHWURSROLWDQ
areas.
ROLESVILLE. NC

COMMUTING PATTERNS
Provided by the US
Census and NC Commerce
Department, this data
provides insight as to the
ÀRZRIZRUNHUVERWKLQWR
and out of Wake County. The
average commute time for
Wake County residents is
PLQXWHV:KLOHQHDUO\
55% of county residents
work within Wake County,
almost 44% commute
from other surrounding
counties. The map to the
right suggests that each
GD\WKHUHLVDQHWLQÀRZ
of approximately 101,501
workers that commute to
work in Wake County.

Figure 5-10:0DSLOOXVWUDWLQJFRPPXWHUVZLWKLQWKH:DNH&RXQW\DUHDZKROLYHRXWVLGHWKHFRXQW\DQGGULYHLQWR:DNH&RXQW\IRUZRUNHDFKGD\
6RXUFH$FFHVV1&:DNH&RXQW\&RPPXWLQJ5HSRUW3ULPDU\-REV
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TRADE AREAS
7UDGHDUHDVDUHGH¿QHGE\WKHGLVWDQFHZLWKLQZKLFKD
location may attract employees or consumers. Within each
trade area, thresholds are measured to determine adequate
capacity, or demand, for a particular use. Often trade areas
DUHGH¿QHGE\DUDGLXVGLVWDQFHDURXQGDVLWHLQWHUPVRI
miles. While a useful benchmark, trade areas are more
DFFXUDWHO\GH¿QHGEDVHGXSRQGULYHWLPHZKLFKLVGLFWDWHG
E\WUDI¿FYROXPHVFRQYHQLHQFHDQGWKHQXPEHURIDOWHUQDWLYH
options within the trade area.
Larger destination-oriented uses such as major employers,
colleges/universities, hospitals and major retail centers for
furniture, clothing, specialty items and automobiles have
a larger trade area, or distance that a consumer would be
ZLOOLQJWRGULYHJHQHUDOO\PLQXWHVRUPRUH
Local employment and small service businesses for purchases
made for daily living, such as gas, food, drugs, grocery and
household items, and local services, draw from a smaller,
more convenience-oriented, trade area. The average
FRQVXPHUZLOOJHQHUDOO\QRWWUDYHOPRUHWKDQPLQXWHV
for these purchases and services.
The location of the corridor and commuting patterns found
throughout the county indicate that the primary trade area
EHGH¿QHGZLWKLQDPLQXWHGULYHWLPH7KHVHFRQGDU\
WUDGHDUHDLQFOXGHVDPLQXWHGULYHWLPHVXUURXQGLQJHDFK
catalyst area, providing access to major employers in the
region. These highlight opportunities for both convenienceoriented and destination-oriented uses. Due to their proximity
to each other, the corridor trade areas substantially overlap.
Therefore, the central Burlington Mills Road intersection is
used for the purposes of understanding the overall market.

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • MARKET ANALYSIS

Figure 5-11:3ULPDU\ PLQXWHV  6HFRQGDU\ PLQXWHV 7UDGH$UHDVIURP
%XUOLQJWRQ0LOOVDQG0DLQ6WUHHW,QWHUVHFWLRQ6RXUFH(65,5RVH$VVRFLDWHV
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REAL ESTATE PRODUCT TYPES
Real estate market data represents both a snapshot in
real time and prevailing economic cycles and real estate
trends. Current and proposed future land use strategies are
benchmarked against these trends as demand for space is
driven by several factors including, but not limited to, the
local economy and job growth, transportation, infrastructure,
land entitlements and quality of life.
Real estate data is tracked by product type and submarkets,
ZKLFKPD\LQFOXGHVSHFL¿FJHRJUDSKLFDUHDVVXFKDVFRXQWLHV
cities or census tracts. These are important elements when
determining local market capture in the context of the larger
regional marketplace. CoStar, a national commercial real
estate data provider, tracks and reports product supply
data within the region by major metropolitan areas (MSA)
and each county or submarket within these MSAs. The data
includes the total square footage of space for each product
category, as well as available space (vacant space and vacancy
rate), absorption of vacant space and average rental rates.
Industry standards suggest that low vacancy rates (5%
or below) indicate full occupancy or market equilibrium,
while high vacancy rates (10% or above) suggest product
oversupply.

:25.63$&( ,1'8675,$/$1'2)),&( '(0$1'
DYNAMICS

OLNHDEUHZHU\RUFRIIHHKRXVHWKDQDWUDGLWLRQDORI¿FHRU
industrial building, as the workspace environment has now
become a recruiting tool.
The emphasis on business attraction and expansion for the
basic industries (those noted above with LQ substantially
KLJKHUWKDQ VXJJHVWWKDWRIWKHQHZMREVLQ
:DNH&RXQW\IURPWRRILWVHPSOR\PHQWLV
basic, or exporting their goods and services outside of the
PDUNHW7KLVSRLQWVSULPDULO\WRRI¿FHSURIHVVLRQDODQGÀH[
industrial uses in Rolesville. Additionally, other industries
such as healthcare and education services may diversify the
landscape and drive demand for institutional space, where
other amenities and complementary uses exist. The corridor’s
location and adjacencies to major transportation networks
and employment centers make it well positioned to drive
additional employment in the Main Street Corridor.
Based upon annual county job growth and an estimated
capture rate for Rolesville, annual square footage demand
estimates can be projected using the county’s percentage of
HPSOR\PHQWVHFWRUVWKDWFRUUHODWHZLWKLQGXVWULDODQGRI¿FH
uses. Given the existing submarket supply absorption data,
conservative capture rates for each product type as it relates
to job growth is estimated. Based upon current estimates of
space demand per employee, the results in total demand are
shown in the table below.
Product Type

The successful recruitment of new business generally results
LQGHPDQGLQWKHIRUPRIZRUNVSDFHVXFKDVRI¿FHDQG
LQGXVWULDOEXLOGLQJV7KHQH[WJHQHUDWLRQRIVSDFHUHÀHFWVWKH
behaviors and attitudes of a changing workforce and impacts
WKHGHVLJQRIWUDGLWLRQDORI¿FHDQGLQGXVWULDOVSDFH1HZZRUN
HQYLURQPHQWVDUHOHVVIRUPDOVWUXFWXUHVWKDWDUHÀH[LEOHDQG
offer open spaces where workers can collaborate or perhaps
be used for light assembly. These structures may look more
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Submarket Capture
Annual Demand (sq ft)

Industrial

2IÀFH)OH[

5%

5%

83,245

41,651

Figure 5-12:6RXUFH5RVH$VVRFLDWHV1&&RPPHUFH86%XUHDXRI/DERU6WDWLVWLFV

ROLESVILLE. NC

work space summary
CURRENT INDUSTRY TRENDS
The current economic cycle will continue to drive
companies to the southeastern United States in search
of lower operating costs, skilled labor and quality of life
characteristics found in this region. Traditional industry
clusters in manufacturing and healthcare are transforming,
developing opportunities for new work environments.
As these industries continue to evolve, business leaders
are demanding advanced workforce skills, adequate
transportation infrastructure and support services in their
location and operation decisions.
The Main Street corridor could emerge as a desirable and
viable business location, including education and workforce
development opportunities aligned with modern facilities
LQZKLFKWRRSHUDWH1HZRI¿FHSURIHVVLRQDODQGÀH[
workspace that addresses emerging technologies and a new
workforce must be constructed for future economies.

6+233,1* (17(57$,10(17 5(7$,/86(6
The retail industry is dramatically changing and exercising
FDXWLRQDVLWIRFXVHVRQSUR¿WDELOLW\RYHUH[SDQVLRQ
through new store openings. Retail formats are shifting
from traditional malls and shopping centers to mixeduse and more urban Main Street formats. The residents,
respondents and stakeholders in the Main Street corridor
clearly want expanded options for this type of shopping,
dining and entertainment. The corridor provides
opportunities to provide new lifestyle environments that
appeal to residents, as well as visitors traveling to and
through the area.

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • MARKET ANALYSIS

Estimates Income,
Raleigh MSA Wake County
Age & Household Size
2017 Total Population
1,319,180
1,061,504
2017 Median
$65,065
$70,106
Household Income
2017 Average
$89,385
$95,007
Household Income

Town of
Rolesville
7,093
$77,253
$92,601

Figure 5-13: Source - ESRI, Rose Associates 2017

RETAIL DEMAND DYNAMICS
7KHGHPDQGG\QDPLFVIRUUHWDLOGLIIHUIURPRI¿FH
and industrial uses, as demand comes primarily from
population, household and income growth, most often
attributed to job growth. Income levels throughout Wake
County are healthy (as shown below):
In addition to population and income, the volume of
DXWRPRELOHWUDI¿FLVDQLPSRUWDQWIDFWRUIRUWKHVXFFHVV
RIUHWDLO7KHDQQXDODYHUDJHGDLO\WUDI¿FYROXPH
FROOHFWHGE\1&'27LQGLFDWHVWKDWWKHWUDI¿FYROXPHV
to support retail have diminished substantially since the
completion of the US Highway 401 Bypass. Therefore,
strategies to improve this dynamic are critical to the success
of retail along the corridor.
Employment in retail industry sectors (Retail Trade and
)RRG6HUYLFHV WRWDOVLQ:DNH&RXQW\FRQWULEXWLQJ
to its economic base, providing jobs and bringing consumer
expenditures to the region. Given the dynamics of the
corridor serving convenience-oriented businesses, the trade
areas around the north and south catalyst areas include
10- minute drive times. Consumer expenditures outline the
average dollars spent in major retail segments on an annual
basis within each trade area and assess both demand
and supply factors based upon consumer incomes and
spending. These are used to determine gaps in the market
for each segment.
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RETAIL SUMMARY
While demand dynamics support additional commercial
product development in the economic nodes, physical
limitations, watershed protection and zoning may limit
development in these areas. Consumer trends and the
SUHSRQGHUDQFHRIPL[HGXVHDQGLQ¿OOGHYHORSPHQW
throughout the region also suggest that in addition to
retail, dining and entertainment, additional housing may
also be considered to be integrated and support other
product types. Housing markets and options are further
detailed in the next section. While the primary focus of
the study is transportation, existing and future land uses
ZLOOLQÀXHQFHWKHFRUULGRU7KHUHDUHFXUUHQWO\UHGXFWLRQV
during peak a.m./p.m. commute times in the corridor, thus
transportation improvements and land use development
decisions based upon regional development pressures must
consider the experience for all users.
Regional and super-regional shopping venues are dominant
throughout the region. Main Street’s neighborhood
shopping destinations are largely supported by driveE\WUDI¿FDQGORFDOUHVLGHQWV7KHFRUULGRUFDQVXSSRUW
additional retail uses; however, these are limited by
obsolescence and competition from neighboring shopping
venues. Therefore, retail should be considered in Main
Street and/or mixed-use formats, with entertainment
or employment uses integrated. These could include
both re-development of existing single-story retail sites
and new space, interconnected with other uses to create
synergy. Locating new and revitalized retail on Main Street
will increase the potential for future growth, in both the
residential and daytime (employment) populations.
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“Millennials are expected to
drive growth in suburban
shopping as they age, form
families and seek places
to live as affordability
concerns rise in urban areas.
Developers of suburban
destinations want to create
mixed-use districts that
have an urban feel and are
walkable.”


*DUULFN%URZQ&XVKPDQ  

:DNHÀHOGICSC&RQYHQWLRQ

ROLESVILLE. NC

housing dynamics
The dynamics of housing nationally are evolving. The
PRELOLW\UDWHLQWKH86KDVGHFUHDVHGVLQFHWKH
recession, and mobility is greatest among the young.
Meanwhile the number of older households (baby boomers
and seniors) is increasing rapidly. Seniors have low
mobility rates as compared to the young. The South attracts
more than half of the demand for new housing, according
to Robert Seigel Associates, a research and consulting
¿UPWKDWWUDFNVKRXVLQJGDWD+LVUHVHDUFKVXJJHVWVWKDW
communities should try to understand the potential
importance of corporate decision-making on where people
(workers) want to live. This has been most evident with the
$PD]RQ+4VHDUFK:KLOHPDQ\PDMRUPHWURVPDGHWKH
list, some smaller markets, including Raleigh, made the
2017 Rolesville Housing Data Summary
Number of Households
Average Household Size
Number of Households
Owner Occupied
Renter Occupied
Vacant
Median Household Income
Median Home Value
Median Age
Value of Owner Occupied Housing
Less than $150,000
$150,000 - $299,999
$300,000 - $499,999
$500,000 or more
Households by Income of Owner
Less than $50,000
$50,000 - $99,999
$100,000 - $149,000
$150,000 or more

2,287
3.10
78.4%
16.7%
4.8%
$77,253
$271,117
37.5
11.6%
46.6%
35.0%
7.0%
26.1%
38.3%
21.4%
13.4%

Figure 5-14:6RXUFH&RPPXQLW\3URÀOH86&HQVXV(65,5RVH$VVRFLDWHV
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shortlist.
The table to the left, below, provides a snapshot of the
housing market in Rolesville. Basically, this is a description
of middle America. The relatively high household size
suggests that people who live in Rolesville are characterized
as being from the more traditional notion of a household:
two parents with children, many of whom are school age.
1DWLRQDOO\DOLWWOHOHVVWKDQRIWKHKRXVHKROGVKDYH
school age children in them. Home ownership is also quite
high. This is probably more of a function of the housing
stock than anything else. More surprising is that a little
RYHURIWKHKRPHRZQHUVKDYHDQLQFRPHRIOHVVWKDQ
$50,000 a year.
Rolesville Single-family Building Permits (2003-2014)
Year
# Of Buildings Average Cost
Pre-recession:
2003
42
$131,900
2004
87
$130,100
2005
197
$171,100
2006
210
$213,000
2007
227
$212,000
Total Buildings
763
Recession:
2008
2009
2010
2011

114
25
65
63
267

$183,800
$217,100
$189,900
$231,200

2012
2013
2014

152
323
175
650

$287,800
$228,700
$221,100

Total Buildings
Post-recession

Total Buildings
Houses Added (2003 - 2014):

1,680

Figure 5-15:6RXUFH7RZQRI5ROHVYLOOH:DNH&RXQW\5RVH$VVRFLDWHV
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HOUSING SUPPLY

HOUSING DEMAND

Today, most people probably think of Rolesville as a new
town, and that is basically true. It’s a place where most
RIWKHKRXVLQJVWRFNLVOHVVWKDQ\HDUVROG VHHWDEOH 
and where the residents living in those houses are the
epitome of the middle American dream. The population is
largely young, employed, home owners rather than renters,
highly educated with good incomes. The momentum in
new housing construction seems to have regained the
momentum it had pre-recession.

Housing demand is driven by two factors: employment
growth and population growth, which in turn results in
household growth. New residents will continue to be
attracted by jobs in the region or those relocating for
lifestyle preferences. They may also choose an area based
on affordability. An industry benchmark for housing
based on employment suggests that for every 100 new
MREVQHZKRXVLQJXQLWVDUHQHHGHG'HPDQGEDVHG
on anticipated annual job growth suggests more robust
GHPDQGWKDQSRSXODWLRQJURZWKRYHUD¿YH\HDUSHULRG
7KLVSURYLGHVDUDQJH ±XQLWVSHU\HDU IRUKRXVLQJ
demand for Rolesville (see table), which over a 10-year
EXLOGRXWSHULRGWRWDOVDQDYHUDJHRIDSSUR[LPDWHO\
housing units.

However, some things are missing in this otherwise
attractive place. What little retail that exists is more
appropriate for relatively low wealth households than an
area that is rapidly becoming among the elite housing
communities in Wake County. The data on home sales show
WKDWLQ5ROHVYLOOHKDGDKLJKHUDYHUDJHVDOHVSULFH
WKDQRQO\RWKHU:DNH&RXQW\WRZQVLQLWKDGD
higher average sales price than 7 other Wake County towns
LQFOXGLQJ5DOHLJK DQGLQLWKDGDKLJKHUDYHUDJH
VDOHVSULFHWKDQRWKHU:DNH&RXQW\WRZQV LQFOXGLQJ
Durham and Raleigh) and Wake County as a whole.

Employment to Resident Housing Summary

Wake County

Town of Rolesville

Total Businesses
Total Employees
Total Resident Population
Employee/Resident Population Ratio
Annual Estimated Employment Growth
Annual Estimated Housing Demand
Employment to Resident Housing Summary
2017 Total Population
2022 Estimated Total Population
Added Population
2017 Average HH Size
Housing Unit Demand (2017 – 2022)

37,285
521,423
1,061,504
0.49
18,238
14,590
Wake County
1,061,504
1,187,059
125,555
2.58
48,665

159
1,361
7,093
0.19
220
176
Town of Rolesville
7,093
8,481
1,388
3.10
448

Figure 5-16: Source - ESRI, Rose Associates 2017
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FUTURE HOUSING CONSIDERATIONS
The most obvious place to start re-imagining the future
of Rolesville is how to increase population density, how
to diversify the housing product, and how to diversify the
population. This is not a housing centric report; therefore,
the intent is just to plant some ideas that might be
considered in achieving these goals.
The existing housing stock in Rolesville is almost all
detached single-family units, which, of course, attracts
the very people who have and are moving into these units.
However, recent demographic changes suggest that the
town may diversify the single-family detached housing
VWRFN$OLWWOHOHVVWKDQRIWKHKRXVHKROGVLQWKH86
have a school age child. Evidence is already beginning
to come to light that we could be in a “baby bust” era.
Therefore, this type of household is contracting rather
than expanding. The two largest segments of childless
households are the baby boomers (now largely empty
nesters) and the millennials (many who have not yet made
a permanent nest).
Interestingly, both demographic groups are looking for
somewhat the same type of housing, and it is not what
has been and is being built in Rolesville. Both groups are
looking for a place to live where their value of “community”
can be enhanced. We humans are social animals, and the
experiences we have had living in traditional subdivisions
has often been viewed as a detriment rather than a support
for our social inclinations. For millennials this often means
living in rental units (apartments) and for baby boomers, it
means downsizing into smaller units such as townhomes,
condos, and patio homes. For both groups, the preference
is for their housing to be a part of a mixed-use community,
so that some of their needs can be met by walking or biking
to them. And these groups are willing - even prefer - to live
in much denser developments that the typical subdivision
offers.
MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • MARKET ANALYSIS

Rolesville is well-positioned to begin making changes
in housing options quickly. The development pattern
shows major subdivisions with gaps between them. These
JDSVLQ¿OOGHYHORSPHQWDUHH[DFWO\WKHNLQGVRISODFHV
where modest-sized apartment complexes, townhome
FRPPXQLWLHVSHUKDSVFRQGRVDQGSDWLRKRPHVZRXOG¿W
SHUIHFWO\0L[LQJVRPHUHWDLODQGVHUYLFHXVHVLQWRWKLVLQ¿OO
development would serve not only the new, more dense
communities but also the major subdivisions around this
LQ¿OOGHYHORSPHQW

“Suburban growth is turning in the
opposite direction. Instead of moving
away from large cities, it is turning
toward them. The fastest growing
markets tend to be located around cities.
It is moving toward the center of metros
areas, not toward the edges.”
- Robert l. Seigel
77

CORRIDOR
DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGIES
REAL ESTATE USES
Rolesville seems to have embraced its role as a bedroom community; however,
like most such places, it has a goal of balancing that residential growth with an
increase in commercial activities, particularly appropriate retail for its growing
SRSXODWLRQEXVLQHVVDFWLYLWLHVRI¿FHVSDFHDQGSHUKDSVVRPHLQGXVWULDODQG
manufacturing activity. The dominant labor force is employed in white collar
MREVZKLFKVXJJHVWRI¿FHXVHVRYHULQGXVWULDOGHYHORSPHQW7KHVXPPDU\
of proposed commercial real estate uses provides guidelines for the type and
amount of product to consider in long-term planning:
Product Type
2IÀFH
Industrial
Retail

% County
Employment
30.45%
17.97%
13.52%

Rolesville
Annual
Employment Demand (sq
Capture Rate
ft)
5%
41,651
5%
83,245
5%
39,946

Supply 2017
(sq ft)
21,000
295,000
242,000

Gap*
(10-year
estimate)
206,510
499,470
159,784

* Gap is estimated including demand, supply and annual absorption
Figure 5-17:6RXUFH5RVH$VVRFLDWHV1&&RPPHUFH86%XUHDXRI/DERU6WDWLVWLFV

Based on the market analysis,
strategies for corridor areas
are recommended for future
development.
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While growing and diversifying the commercial inventory, it should also diversify
its housing to maintain affordability and meet the needs of future residents. This
LQFOXGHVDSSUR[LPDWHO\DGGLWLRQDOKRXVLQJXQLWVRYHUWKHVDPH\HDU
SHULRG:KHUHVKRXOGWKLVGHYHORSPHQWEHORFDWHG":HLGHQWL¿HGWDUJHWHGWUDGH
areas along the corridor in which there are existing central places, or centers
RILQÀXHQFHDQGWUDQVSRUWDWLRQSDWWHUQVH[LVWLQJLQIUDVWUXFWXUHLQYHVWPHQW
proposed redevelopment and available property ripe for development.

ROLESVILLE. NC

CATALYST SITES
The Bypass intersection with
Main Street serves as a gateway
to the community. The length and
character of the Main Street corridor
evolves from highway commercial
to suburban residential and to the
original downtown. Three targeted
DUHDVZHUHLGHQWL¿HGDVKDYLQJWKH
greatest potential for catalyst site
redevelopment from which to build
place-based strategies for economic
development and to anchor Main
Street to both its past and its future.
These are shown on the map here,
and described in further detail on the
following page.

CATALYST
$Q DJHQW WKDW SURYRNHV RU VSHHGV VLJQLÀFDQW FKDQJH
RUDFWLRQ$&DWDO\VW6LWHRU3URMHFWLVDRQHRUVHYHUDO
projects done in an coordinated effort that together
FUHDWH D FKDQJH LQ DQ DUHD 7KLV FDQ EH QHJDWLYH RU
SRVLWLYHEXWWKHFKDQJHLVHYLGHQWDQGWKHHIIHFWVFDQ
EH ORQJODVWLQJ +HUH WKH JRDO LV WR FUHDWH SRVLWLYH
FDWDO\VWVIRU5ROHVYLOOH

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • MARKET ANALYSIS
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Area:

Residential
Retail

1.

Central - Lifestyle Village
(Main & Burlington Mills)
Support market rate housing
development with mix of product
types: townhomes; apartments;
senior housing.
Improve connectivity of roads,
bike and pedestrian lanes to
adjacent neighborhoods.
Housing product to incorporate
higher densities.

South - Gateway Mixed-Use
(Main & US 401 South Entry)
1. Improve connectivity of roads,
bike and pedestrian lanes to
adjacent neighborhoods.

1.

Facilitate expanded new housing
options along the corridor.

2.

2.

Evaluate impacts and improve
connection/transition between
commercial and residential uses.
Involve local realtors in housing
initiatives and provide a housing
forum for discussions
Facilitate signage and
facade improvements and/
or development of key parcels
surrounding proposed road
improvements. Utilize principles of
creative place-making.
Develop program using NC Main
Street principles, and assign tasks
to staff or local organizations for
marketing.

Incorporate apartments, lodging/
senior care housing.

All Areas

2.

Connect town center and
neighborhoods to park.

2.

3.

Housing product to continue low
density residential to incorporate
fabric of existing neighborhoods
Incorporate local service
restaurants/retail into the
town center plan along with or
adjacent to public/civic buildings.

3.

4.

Facilitate small area plan to
incorporate additional small
convenience-oriented retail and
public space/art.

5.

Facilitate facade improvements
for commercial structures at the
Main Street intersection, including
signage.

5.

Improve streetscape and
5.
ZD\ÀQGLQJFRQQHFWLRQVWRFRQWLQXH
momentum from south gateway.

Improve streetscape and bike and 5.
pedestrian access to Main Street
and adjacent neighborhoods.

6.

6.
Revisit signage, streetscape and
branding/marketing efforts for
the town center.
Encourage the development of

VPDOOVFDOHRIÀFHSURIHVVLRQDO
space to support town center core
retail and Main Street uses.

Improve streetscape and
6.
ZD\ÀQGLQJFRQQHFWLRQVWRFRQWLQXH
momentum from south gateway.
,QFRUSRUDWHOLYHZRUNDQGRIÀFH 7.
space for home-based business
and telecommuters.

Facilitate discussions with local
area schools for learning
experiences and exposure to
small business.

Provide opportunities for
DGGLWLRQDOVPDOORIÀFHIRU
service/professional services.

Improve streetscape and
6.
ZD\ÀQGLQJFRQQHFWLRQVWRFRQWLQXH
momentum from south gateway.
Facilitate and/or coordinate small 7.
area planning for mixed-use
development centered around an
HPSOR\PHQWFDPSXV RIÀFHÁH[
industrial) to provide jobs and
balance tax base.
Incorporate branding/marketing 8.
plan for attraction of new
business and expansion of area
existing business. Initiate economic
gardening program for small
business.

4.

7.

Workspace

Corridor Development Strategies

1.

North - Town Center Core
(Main & Young)
Improve connectivity of roads,
bike and pedestrian lanes to
adjacent neighborhoods.

8.

8.

 ,QFRUSRUDWHZD\ÀQGLQJVLJQDJH
to Main Street and the town
center/downtown.
4. Facilitate development of vacant
parcels for employment and
destination retail/entertainment.

8.

3.

4.

Improve streetscape and
ZD\ÀQGLQJFRQQHFWLRQVWRFRQWLQXH
momentum from south gateway.
Facilitate internship opportunities
between business owners,
education institutions and nonSURÀWV(YDOXDWHVWDWHDQGIHGHUDO
grant opportunities to incentivize
development.
Support entrepreneurship and
economic gardening initiatives
with economic development
organizations, education
institutions and local corporations
involved in innovation.

NOTES:,QLWLDO)LQGLQJV5HFRPPHQGDWLRQVDUHVXEMHFWWRFKDQJHDQGUHYLVLRQDVSODQQLQJF\FOHFRQWLQXHVWRLQFOXGHVWDNHKROGHUVWDIIPHHWLQJVDQGFRQWLQXHGGDWDFROOHFWLRQ1RWWREH
GLVWULEXWHGFRSLHGRULQWHUSUHWHGZLWKRXWWKHHQWLUHFRQWH[WRIWKHIXOODQGÀQDOPDUNHWDQDO\VLVDQGRUUHSRUW
Figure 5-19: Source - Rose Associates
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RETAIL GAP

Catalyst Trade Areas (10-Min. Drive)

:KLOHVXSSO\DQGGHPDQGIRURI¿FHDQGLQGXVWULDOLV
GH¿QHGE\HPSOR\PHQWDQGVTXDUHIHHWIRUUHWDLOWKH
actual dollar expenditures within each category are
measured against demand within a given trade area.
Negative gaps (surplus, in red text) suggest oversupply or
a market where customers are drawn in from outside the
area as in destination-oriented retail, while positive gaps
(leakage, in green text) indicate areas of opportunity for
additional retail within a given trade area. Details of surplus
and leakage for all categories in the primary and secondary
trade areas can be found in the tables to the right.

North Town Center Core: Pop. 30,252

The population and leakage gap are greater within the
South Mixed-Use trade area. Further, within each major
retail industry group, there are sub-sectors that provide
opportunities due to leakage in several categories. Where
gaps exist in select categories, the potential expenditures
must meet the income thresholds of per square foot
sales. Included are those gaps in the market for nonstore retailers (e.g. ecommerce/online markets) which is
substantial in the secondary trade area. These sub-sectors
demonstrating retail opportunities for the Main Street
corridor include those seen in the table to the right.
Existing retailers and fast food restaurants in the corridor
could differentiate the experience by converting traditional
centers to more desirable, updated mixed-use formats
and repositioning the existing retail mix to include the
above sub-sectors. The success of retail along Main Street
is dependent upon the continued momentum of local
population and income growth.

Total Retail Trade and Food & Drink
Total Retail Trade (NAICS 44-45)
Total Food & Drink (NAICS 722)
South Mixed-Use: Pop. 53,702
Total Retail Trade and Food & Drink
Total Retail Trade (NAICS 44-45)
Total Food & Drink (NAICS 722)

Major Industry Summary
Retail Gap
Demand
Supply
(leakage)
$456,963,342 $234,879,603 $222,083,739
$410,790,780 $221,560,529 $189,230,251
$46,172,563
$13,319,074
$32,853,489
Retail Gap
Demand
Supply
(leakage)
$761,794,709 $461,427,003 $300,367,706
$684,550,044 $429,720,256 $254,829,788
$77,244,666
$31,706,747
$45,537,919

Retail Gap Opportunities for Rolesville @ North Town Center Core
Primary
Retail Industry Group
NAICS #
(10 minute drive)
Motor Vehicles & Parts Dealers
441
$76,706,775
Furniture & Home Furnishings Stores
442
$14,917,808
Electronics & Appliance Stores
443
$11,696,508
Bldg Materials, Garden Equip. & Supply Stores
444
$24,615,946
Food & Beverage Stores
445
($26,883,237)
Health & Personal Care Stores
446
$14,500,266
Gasoline Stations
447
$25,142,395
Clothing & Clothing Accessories Stores
448
$19,890,728
Sporting Goods, Hobby, Book & Music Stores
451
$10,346,605
General Merchandise Stores
452
($2,777,718)
Miscellaneous Store Retailers
453
$14,856,721
Nonstore Retailers
454
$6,217,452
Food Services & Drinking Places
722
$32,853,489
Retail Gap Opportunities for Rolesville @ South Mixed Use
Primary
Retail Industry Group
NAICS #
(10 minute drive)
Motor Vehicles & Parts Dealers
441
$54,436,857
Furniture & Home Furnishings Stores
442
$20,125,250
Electronics & Appliance Stores
443
$10,597,994
Bldg Materials, Garden Equip. & Supply Stores
444
$33,026,530
Food & Beverage Stores
445
($16,228,857)
Health & Personal Care Stores
446
$21,429,702
Gasoline Stations
447
$37,150,577
Clothing & Clothing Accessories Stores
448
$8,579,733
Sporting Goods, Hobby, Book & Music Stores
451
$5,121,830
General Merchandise Stores
452
$47,376,006
Miscellaneous Store Retailers
453
$23,275,562
Nonstore Retailers
454
$9,938,605
Food Services & Drinking Places
722
$45,537,919
Figure 5-20: Source - ESRI, Rose Associates 2017
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ULSH ÀUPDQDO\VLV
$ULSHDQG¿UPDQDO\VLVZDVFRQGXFWHGRQDOOSDUFHOVLQ
the study area. To complete this analysis, a subjective
windshield survey looked at each parcel and the
development that currently occupies it. Individual parcels
DUHFODVVL¿HGLQWRRQHRIWKUHHFDWHJRULHV¿UPRSSRUWXQLW\
or ripe. This analysis is used to identify areas both likely
and unlikely to change. Often, there are areas that are not
FOHDUO\RQHRUWKHRWKHUDQGWKRVHDUHLGHQWL¿HGVLPSO\DV
opportunities.

FIRM
} Existing buildings with historic character and
DUFKLWHFWXUDOVLJQL¿FDQFH
} Churches, schools, government buildings
} Residential properties currently occupied with
structures in decent condition

OPPORTUNITY
} Underutilized property, but currently occupied
} Current use may work but the building and/or site
needs a face-lift
} Current building/site is of value but the use needs
to change to become additive to a vibrant, walkable
community
} Oversized parking lot

LEGEND
} Ripe
} Opportunity
} Firm

RIPE
} Vacant parcel
} Property currently for sale
} Building is dilapidated to the point of no repair
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CHAPTER 6

Mobility & Urban Design
Recommendations
The
Solut
recommendations
in numqui ommolupti
that follow
cus dollab
came
idis
out etur
of months
restrum
of inum
collaboration
is mos etand
est
engagement
YRORUHPTXLVHWDXWHFWLDHSHULRIÀFLLVTXR
between the Town, CAMPO,
the stakeholders,
dem molupta
andtiorit
the labo.
community.

MOBILITY &
COMPLETE
STREETS
COMPLETE STREETS DESIGN THEMES
With the direction provided by the Steering Committee, CAMPO staff, local and county public
RI¿FLDOVDQGVWDIIWKHEXVLQHVVFRPPXQLW\DQGWKHUHVLGHQWVRI5ROHVYLOOHWKHSURMHFWWHDPZDVDEOH
to identify key planning themes to help craft the recommendations. It was only through numerous
conversations and direct input on Main Street that this Vision was created and these themes were
brought out. The choices made by the project team during this process were intentional to address the
guiding principles introduced in the Chapter 1, the Executive Summary.

The form and function
of Main Street is a
key part of the current
issues it faces today. The
Vision Plan proposes a
new form to improve its
functionality.
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MODAL CHOICES
MUST BE A
PRIORITY

SAFETY OF
ALL USERS IS
CRITICAL

NEW SIDEWALK
CONNECTIONS,
MULTI-USE PATHS,
$1''(',&$7('%,.(
LANES ARE ADDED
:+(5(3266,%/(
TO ENSURE ACTIVE
TRANSPORTATION HAS
A PLACE ALONG THE
CORRIDOR

CROSSING
IMPROVEMENTS
WERE MADE AT
INTERSECTIONS AND
0,'%/2&.,16(9(5$/
KEY LOCATIONS
ALONG THE CORRIDOR,
ALL RECOMMENDED
WITH EITHER
PEDESTRIAN CROSSING
FLASHERS OR A REFUGE
ISLAND

ACCESS
MANAGEMENT
& ENHANCED
CONNECTIVITY

ATTRACTIVE
DESIGN SUPPORT
SURROUNDING
LAND USES

QUALITY
DEVELOPMENT/
REDEVELOPMENT
SUPPORTED

MEDIAN INSTALLATION,
DRIVE-WAY
CONSOLIDATION
AND PARKING LOT
CONNECTIONS ARE
USED TOGETHER TO
PRESERVE ACCESS
TO EXISTING RETAIL
WHILE MINIMIZING
VEHICULAR TRAFFIC
INTERACTING WITH
PEDESTRIANS AND
CYCLISTS

%($87,),&$7,21
THROUGH PAVED AND
PLANTED MEDIANS,
PAVED OR STAMPED
CROSSWALKS,
AND ENCOURAGE
CONSISTENT SIGNAGE
AND GATEWAY SIGNS
72&(/(%5$7(7+(
TOWN AND CONNECT
VARIOUS USERS TO THE
ENTIRE CORRIDOR

UTILIZING NEW
6,'(:$/.%,.(/$1(6
AND MULTI-USE PATH
CONNECTIONS AND
1(,*+%25+22'
678%2876:$/.$%/(
RESIDENTIAL AND
ACTIVATE GROUND
FLOOR RETAIL IS
ENCOURAGED ALONG
THE CORRIDOR
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CONTEXT ZONES - EXISTING CONDITIONS
Calling back to Chapter 1, Main Street serves as the main entry in and out of town to U.S. 401
and connects the community along the thread. While it is one corridor, it serves different
functions along the stretch. The four-mile corridor was segmented into three distinct zones by
major intersections that mark these transitions.
} Suburban Fringe: US 401 (South) to Burlington Mills Road
} 9LOODJH&RUH%XUOLQJWRQ0LOOV5RDGWR<RXQJ6WUHHW
} 5XUDO7UDQVLWLRQ<RXQJ6WUHHWWR86 1RUWK

Rural Transition

Village Core

Suburban Fringe

Figure 6-1: The three context zones of Main Street
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87

SUBURBAN FRINGE:

VILLAGE CORE:

RURAL TRANSITION:

US 401/LOUISBURG ROAD (SOUTH
ENTRY) TO BURLINGTON MILLS ROAD

BURLINGTON MILLS ROAD TO YOUNG
STREET

YOUNG STREET TO US 401/
LOUISBURG ROAD (NORTH ENTRY)]

LENGTH: 1.2 MILES

LENGTH: 1.0 MILE

LENGTH: 1.9 MILES

2016 AADT: 9,500

2016 AADT: 15,000; 12,000

2016 AADT: 3,600

% DECREASE FROM 2015: -52.5%

% DECREASE FROM 2015: -34.8%;
14.3%

% DECREASE FROM 2015: -72.6%
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preferred access plan
When developing the concept designs for
Main Street, several design considerations
were assumed to create the highest value
facility while addressing the connectivity
issues and minimizing right-of-way impact.
:LWKWKHORZHUWUDI¿FYROXPHVRQ0DLQ
Street, much of the existing roadway could
now be dedicated to multi-modal and
aesthetic improvements. In redesigning
Main Street to improve walkability and
encourage the appropriate development
along the roadway, the Town of Rolesville
can accommodate a higher level of bicycle
and pedestrian activity, mobility and safety
improvements.
The following design criteria were used when
designing the Main Street improvements:

5-min walk

5-min walk

5-min walk

5-min walk

5-min walk

5-min walk

5-min walk

5-min walk

} 'HVLJQ6SHHG03+
} Lane widths: 11 ft
} &URVVVORSH
} 6KRXOGHUZLGWKVIHHWZLGH
(Suburban Fringe, Rural Transition), curb
and gutter (when applicable)
} Multi-use Path/Side path: 10-foot wide
for bicycle and pedestrian use.
} 6LGHZDONVIRRWZLGHVLGHZDON
preferred, 4-foot minimum (with planting
strip)
} 5-foot wide bike lanes (buffered or
protected when applicable (Village Core)

Figure 6-2:3UHIHUUHG$FFHVV3ODQ/DUJHYLROHWFLUFOHVLQGLFDWHDPLQXWHZDONUDGLXV

The Preferred Access Plan shows the overall design concept for the Main Street Corridor.
Capped with gateway treatments at both ends, the corridor is lined with medians, controlling
WXUQLQJPRYHPHQWVDQGPDNLQJWUDI¿FSDWWHUQVPRUHSUHGLFWDEOH3HGHVWULDQFURVVLQJ
locations were pinpointed in all three segments. High quality intersection redesigns were
placed at the major intersections on the corridor: Forestville Road, Burlington Mills Road,
5RJHUV5RDGDQG<RXQJ6WUHHW6SDFLQJVWDQGDUGVDUHVHWIRUJDWHZD\V HYHU\PLOHV KLJK
TXDOLW\LQWHUVHFWLRQV HYHU\IHHWWRIHHW DQGSHGHVWULDQFURVVLQJV HYHU\IHHW
to 1400 feet)

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • MOBILITY & URBAN DESIGN
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MAIN STREET
CONCEPT
DESIGNS
7KHGHVLJQFRQVLGHUDWLRQVIRUHDFKVHFWLRQRIWKHURDGZD\DUHGHVFULEHG¿UVWIROORZHGE\WKHFRQFHSW
designs, engineered using AutoCAD™. This section shows graphically (see cross-section for each
&RQWH[W=RQH KRZWKHW\SLFDOFURVVVHFWLRQVGHYHORSHGIRUWKLVSURMHFWDUHXVHGWRFUHDWHDFRQWH[W
VHQVLWLYHDQGVHDPOHVVVHWRIGHVLJQVROXWLRQVWKDWDGGUHVVHGWKHVSHFL¿FQHHGVRIYDULRXVFRUULGRU
segments. Photo-simulations of what the proposed result might look like are provided as well.

suburban fringe
RECOMMENDATIONS
} 5HEXLOG0DLQ6WUHHWLQWRDODQHGLYLGHGURDGZD\ZLWKDPHDQGHULQJ¶¶VLGHSDWKIURP86
410 Bypass to Burlington Mills Road;
} Install canopy street trees as appropriate;
} Planted median should be accommodated where width of roadway provides space (i.e., greater
WKDQ¶ZLGWK XVLQJWKHFRQWLQXRXVOHIWWXUQODQHZKHUHDSSURSULDWH
} Use brick or stamped monolithic median where width cannot accommodate a planted median
JUHDWHUWKDQ¶ZLGWK 
} Gateway Entrance: Construct a one-lane roundabout at the intersection of Lonnie Drive.
} -RQHVYLOOH5RDG,QWHUVHFWLRQ,QVWDOODWUDI¿FVLJQDOZLWKKLJKYLVLELOLW\FURVVZDONVSHGHVWULDQ
countdowns, street trees, and pedestrian level lighting.

These concepts will lay
the groundwork for the
redesign of Main Street;
they are presented
as direction before
a formal construction
document is created.
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Figure 6-3:5HQGHUHG&RQFHSW'HVLJQRI0DLQ6WUHHWIURPWKH6RXWKHUQ([LWDW86WR%XUOLQJWRQ0LOOV5RDG

} &RQVWUXFW¶VLGHZDONIURP-RQHVYLOOH5RDGQRUWKWR%XUOLQJWRQ0LOOV5RDG
} Realign Burlington Mills Road to address problematic skew, creating a new intersection
with Main Street;
} Old Burlington Mills Intersection: Install a planted median and convert the intersection to a
ULJKWLQULJKWRXWRSHUDWLRQ,QVWDOOKLJKYL]FURVVZDONVDQGDSHGHVWULDQFURVVLQJÀDVKHUDW0DLQ
Street pedestrian crossing. Construct a cul-de-sac at the end of Old Burlington Mills Road or
connect through to Granite Falls Blvd.
} 1HZ%XUOLQJWRQ0LOOV,QWHUVHFWLRQ,QVWDOODWUDI¿FVLJQDOZLWKKLJKYLVLELOLW\FURVVZDONV EULFN
pavers), pedestrian countdowns, street trees, and pedestrian level lighting;
} Connect Wall Creek Drive to new intersection at Burlington Mills/Main Street (including
sidewalk on one side).
MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • MOBILITY & URBAN DESIGN

Figure 6-4: Proposed Cross Section - Suburban Fringe
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10 ft Multi-use Path

Intersection Redesign
Celebratory Roundabout

Brick/Stamped Median
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Burlington Mills
Realignment
Roadway Removal

10 ft Multi-use Path
Planted Median
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GATEWAY MONUMENT AT MAIN AND US 401

EXISTING

PROPOSED
Figure 6-5: In the proposed entry to town at the end of Main Street, a large stone monument celebrating the
DUULYDOLQWR5ROHVYLOOHZDVFUHDWHGDQGSODFHGLQDSURPLQHQWDQGYLVLEOHORFDWLRQDWWKHWXUQ1DWLYHSODQWLQJVZLWK
VHDVRQDOÁRZHULQJDUHHQFRXUDJHGWREHDXWLI\WKLVJDWHZD\LQWRWRZQ

Figure 6-6:&RQFHSWXDOFXVWRP7RZQRI5ROHVYLOOHVLJQVHQJUDYHGRQWRURXJKFXW5ROHVYLOOH*UDQLWHERXOGHU
IHDWXULQJWKHWRZQPRWWRRUIDFWVDERXWWKH5ROHVYLOOH
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%85/,1*7210,//6,17(56(&7,215('(6,*1

EXISTING
PROPOSED - PHASE 1

PROPOSED - PHASE 2
Figure 6-7:7KH%XUOLQJWRQ0LOOVLQWHUVHFWLRQLVWKHHQWU\SRLQWWRWKHVHFRQGVHJPHQWRI0DLQ6WUHHWWKH9LOODJH
&RUH,QWKHÀUVWSKDVHRIWKLVLQWHUVHFWLRQVLGHZDONVFURVVZDONVDQGPXOWLXVHSDWKDUHDGGHGWRSURYLGHVDIH
SHGHVWULDQDQGF\FOLVWPRYHPHQWIURPWKH6XEXUEDQ)ULQJHWRWKH9LOODJH&RUHZKHUHWKHEXONRI5ROHVYLOOH·V
FRPPHUFLDODPHQLWLHVDQGFLYLFVSDFHVDUHORFDWHG$SODQWHGPHGLDQLVFRQVWUXFWHGWRSURWHFWWXUQLQJPRYHPHQWV
DQGSHGHVWULDQVFURVVLQJ0DLQ6WUHHW,QWKHVHFRQGSKDVH%XUOLQJWRQ0LOOV5RDGKDVEHHQUHDOLJQHG VHH
the Catalyst Sites for more details). In this phase, the median is widened and extends across the intersection,
UHVWULFWLQJWXUQLQJPRYHPHQWVDQGDOORZLQJSHGHVWULDQVWRFURVVRQWKHQRUWKVLGHRIWKHLQWHUVHFWLRQ
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village core
RECOMMENDATIONS
} 5HEXLOG0DLQ6WUHHW ZLWKLQH[LVWLQJFXUEWRFXUE LQWRDODQHGLYLGHGDQGODQHURDGZD\ZLWKFRQWLQXRXVVLGHZDONVIURP2OG%XUOLQJWRQ
0LOOV5RDGWR<RXQJ6WUHHW,QFOXGHSHGHVWULDQOHYHOOLJKWLQJDQGEXIIHUHGSURWHFWHGELNHODQHVWKURXJKWKLVVHJPHQWRI0DLQ6WUHHW
} Install canopy street trees as appropriate
} 3ODQWHGPHGLDQLVODQGVVKRXOGEHDFFRPPRGDWHGZKHUHZLGWKRIURDGZD\SURYLGHVVSDFH LHJUHDWHUWKDQ¶ZLGWK XVLQJWKHFRQWLQXRXV
left turn lane where appropriate.
} Apply driveway consolidation where appropriate
} Install high viz crosswalks and green bike lanes across all intersections within this segment of Main Street
} Rogers Drive Intersection: Install high visibility crosswalks (brick pavers), pedestrian countdowns, street trees, and pedestrian level lighting.
} <RXQJ6WUHHW,QWHUVHFWLRQ,QVWDOOKLJKYLVLELOLW\FURVVZDONV EULFNSDYHUV SHGHVWULDQFRXQWGRZQVVWUHHWWUHHVDQGSHGHVWULDQOHYHOOLJKWLQJ
Construct a protected intersection (bikes). Add angled parking (short term without redevelopment) and parallel parking (long term with
development)
} Install crosswalk with a pedestrian refuge at Storage Drive, School Street and in front of Main Street Park. Each location would include a
PDQXDOÀDVKLQJEHDFRQ
} Eliminate the exclusive right turn lane at School Street

Figure 6-8:5HQGHUHG&RQFHSW'HVLJQRI0DLQ6WUHHWIURP%XUOLQJWRQ0LOOV5RDGWR<RXQJ6WUHHW
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Intersection Redesign

Bike Lane Crossing
Driveway Closure

6ft Sidewalk
k

Buffered Bike Lane
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e

Pedestrian Crossing
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%,.(/$1(210$,1675((7$7<281*675((7

EXISTING

PROPOSED
Figure 6-9: For the majority of the Village Core segment, Main Street is lined with dedicated bike lanes on both
VLGHV+HUHMXVWHDVWRIWKH0DLQDQG<RXQJ6WUHHWLQWHUVHFWLRQQHZLQÀOOGHYHORSPHQWLVVKRZQ.HHSLQJZLWKVL]H
RIWKHH[LVWLQJEXLOGLQJVDQGHQFRXUDJLQJVPDOOORFDOUHWDLODQGGLQLQJHVWDEOLVKPHQWVDYLEUDQWGRZQWRZQFDQEH
HVWDEOLVKHGZLWKRXWVDFULÀFLQJWKHVPDOOWRZQIHHORI5ROHVYLOOH
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YOUNG STREET INTERSECTION REDESIGN

7KHLQWHUVHFWLRQRI0DLQ6WUHHWDQG<RXQJ6WUHHWZDVDQ
early area of interest in the design and planning process
of the Main Street Vision Plan. One idea that was initially
put forth from previous planning efforts was creating
DURXQGDERXWWREHWWHUKDQGOHWKHÀRZRIWUDI¿F7KH
roundabout idea (Option A) was discussed throughout the
public engagement process.
During the project charrette, both a one-lane roundabout
and a traditional intersection were tested. The roundabout
ZRXOG¿WEXWZRXOGLPSDFWWKHSRWHQWLDOIRUFUHDWLQJ
on-street parking, limit direct pedestrian and cyclist
movement, and greatly impact location of curb and gutter,
existing sidewalks, and existing buildings. The positive
LPSDFWVWKDWURXQGDERXWVFDQFUHDWHLQFDOPLQJWUDI¿FDQG
moving cars through an area did not outweigh the impacts
it would make on the potential to use place-making and
urban design to support the walkability and economic
SRWHQWLDORI0DLQDQG<RXQJ)RUWKHVHUHDVRQVWKH
traditional intersection (Option B) is preferred.
Figure 6-10: Main Street and Young Street Intersection Existing Conditions,
Preliminary Roundabout Design, and Proposed Design
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The improvements to this intersection are proposed in two
distinct phases: Phase 1, before redevelopment and Phase
LQFRQFXUUHQFHZLWKEXLOGLQJUHGHYHORSPHQW,Q3KDVH
angled on-street parking is suggested for storefronts with
parking areas along the edge of Main Street. This allows for
businesses to retain a portion of their existing spaces while
development suggested just off Main Street and the bike
and pedestrian connectivity along the corridor is improved.
,QWKHVHFRQGSKDVHWKHDQJOHGSDUNLQJLVUHFRQ¿JXUHG
to parallel and the sidewalk is extended to support quality
redevelopment on the adjacent parcels. This will be
discussed in greater detail in the Catalyst Site Development
section of this chapter.

Figure 6-11: Main Street and Young Street Intersection Proposed Phase 1 and
Proposed Phase 2 designs
MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • MOBILITY & URBAN DESIGN
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rural transition
RECOMMENDATIONS
} ,QVWDOODFRQWLQXRXV¶¶VLGHSDWKRQWKHQRUWKVLGHRI0DLQ6WUHHWIURP<RXQJ6WUHHWVWRWKH
US 401 Bypass (i.e., connect to the existing underpass).
} Install pocket plantable medians within the existing three lane sections where appropriate.
} ,QVWDOO¶VLGHZDONVRQWKHHDVWVLGHRI0DLQ6WUHHWIURP<RXQJ6WUHHWWRWKH86%\SDVV
} Construct pedestrian crossovers (with pedestrian refuge) at three locations along Main Street,
including Waterstone Drive and Pulley Town Road

Figure 6-12: Rendered Concept Design of Main Street from Young Street to the Northern Exit at US 401.

Figure 6-13: Proposed Cross Section - Rural Transition
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Pedestrian Crossing
10 ft Multi-use Path
Pedestrian Connection
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PULLEY TOWN ROAD PEDESTRIAN CROSSING

EXISTING
PROPOSED - PHASE 1
Figure 6-14: At any of the pedestrian crossings proposed along Main Street,
KLJKYLVLELOLW\ODGGHUVW\OHFURVVZDONVDUHXWLOL]HGLQWDQGHPZLWKSXVKEXWWRQRU
VWHSDFWLYDWHGVRODUSRZHUHGSHGHVWULDQFURVVLQJÁDVKHUV+HUHDWWKH3XOOH\7RZQ
&URVVLQJWKHFRQWLQXHGPXOWLXVHSDWKFDQEHVHHQZLWKSHGHVWULDQOHYHOOLJKWLQJ
DQGVLJQDJHFHOHEUDWLQJWKH7RZQRI5ROHVYLOOHOLQLQJWKHDSSURDFKIURPWKH
QRUWKHUQFRQQHFWLRQDW86,QWKHÀUVWSKDVHWKHPDMRUFKDQJHLVWKHDGGLWLRQ
of the pedestrian crossing and the multi-use path. In the second phase, the medians
SURSRVHGIRUWKLVVHJPHQWRI0DLQ6WUHHWKDYHEHHQFRPSOHWHGDQGXVHUVRIWKH
multi-use path can cross through a planted refuge island, creating greater safety
IRUZDONHUVDQGF\FOLVWVWUDYHOLQJWRDQGIURPWKHKHDUWRI5ROHVYLOOH

PROPOSED - PHASE 2
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CATALYST SITES
& DEVELOPMENT
DATA
JUHHQÀHOGGHYHORSPHQWDWEXUOLQJWRQPLOOVURDG
EXISTING CONDITIONS & CONTEXT
/DUJHO\XQGHYHORSHGJUHHQ¿HOGSDUFHOVFKDUDFWHUL]HWKLV
section of Main Street. Burlington Mills Road currently
intersects at a severe angle onto Main Street at a signalized
intersection. Existing residential developments including
Carlton Pointe, Wall Creek, and Cedar Lakes join these
undeveloped parcels to the east. Some street stubs are
available for future connections; however, there are also
cul-de-sacs that prevent a connected street system. A
limited number of out-parcel sites have developed along
Main Street in this area in an auto-centric form with
parking lots along the frontage and buildings setback more
than 100’ from the street. The context of Main Street and
the development pattern in this area is characterized as
a suburban transitional area. The Market Analysis report
FRGL¿HGWKLVDUHDVDVWKH&HQWUDO'HYHORSPHQW$UHD

While three development
ORFDWLRQVZHUHLGHQWLÀHG
in the Market Analysis,
the two most promising
sites were explored in
the Vision Plan.
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WHAT THE MARKET IS TELLING US
The market analysis reveals this as an area
suitable as a housing village (or lifestyle
village) that builds on the existing residential
fabric yet expands the diversity of the
offerings. The current pattern is exclusively
single family residential. A limited amount
of neighborhood convenience mixed use
development could be supported with
an approach to housing that is multigenerational.

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • MOBILITY & URBAN DESIGN
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PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT PATTERN
The multi-modal transformation of Main Street will be a key
component of the walkability for the proposed development.
The other key transportation move is rerouting Burlington
0LOOV5RDGDUHFRPPHQGDWLRQRIWKH&RPSUHKHQVLYH
Plan. The alignment shown differs slightly from the plan
EHFDXVHRIWKHKLJKHUWUDI¿FYROXPHVRQ%XUOLQJWRQ0LOOV
Road. Granite Falls Boulevard is currently proposed to
intersect with Main Street and Burlington Mills Road would
then intersect with Granite Falls Boulevard, as indicated by
the dashed line.
Where possible, the proposed street network connects to the
existing neighborhoods stubs. The tree-lined blocks created
are generally 400 feet in length to ensure walkability for
residents. Many of the homes are alley fed which creates a
continuous stretch of uninterrupted sidewalk along the public
street edge. The removal of driveway cuts makes a much
safer and more attractive environment for pedestrians and
bicyclists.
The plan takes a sensitive approach to the environmental
LQÀXHQFHVRIWKHVLWHLQFOXGLQJDYRLGLQJVWHHSWRSRJUDSK\
and incorporating stormwater best management practices.
These include rain gardens, bioretention basins, and pervious
pavement.
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The development pattern focuses limited mixed use buildings
at select gateways along Main Street with parking in the rear.
The remainder of the Main Street frontage development is
multi-family housing including townhomes, a senior living
care facility, and apartments. The development transitions to
narrow lot single family units as the street network connects
to the existing neighborhoods. This residential village
should incorporate any logical greenway connections along
with opportunities for urban gardens and pocket parks for
residents.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS
} Promote the development of a mixed income residential
village near Burlington Mills Road with a variety of
housing densities.
} Encourage a multi-generational neighborhood near
Burlington Mills Road that allows for aging in place along
with walkable amenities and access to services.
} Enhance connectivity in the Burlington Mills Road area by
making street connections to the existing transportation
network and ensuring new streets are created with multimodal consideration.

ROLESVILLE. NC
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Figure 6-15:*UHHQÀHOG'HYHORSPHQWDW%XUOLQJWRQ0LOOV5RDG
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town center at main & young
EXISTING CONDITIONS & CONTEXT
7KHLQWHUVHFWLRQRI0DLQ6WUHHWDQG<RXQJ6WUHHWLVWKH
historic and emotional center of the Town of Rolesville. The
original buildings at this crossroads have either burned or
have been relocated. The Rolesville Furniture Company
is the major retail tenant of the area. As addressed in
the transportation recommendations, the intersection’s
FRQ¿JXUDWLRQGRHVOLWWOHWRFRQWULEXWHWRFUHDWLQJDZDONDEOH
downtown. In fact, the expansive crosswalks, lack of
pedestrian signals, limited curbing, and free right turns
create a hostile environment for pedestrians and cyclists.
A multitude of overhead utilities also create visual clutter
in this area. The Main Street Park is a civic anchor in the
downtown core and is adjacent to a large tract of vacant
land currently owned by the Town. The housing in this area
is a mix of historic and ranch style homes. Also, two local
elementary schools are within a ten-minute walk of the
LQWHUVHFWLRQRI0DLQ6WUHHWDQG<RXQJ6WUHHW7KH0DUNHW
$QDO\VLVFRGL¿HGWKLVVLWHDVWKH1RUWK'HYHORSPHQW$UHD
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WHAT THE MARKET IS TELLING US
The market analysis encourages this area to
celebrate the original downtown (or town
center core). With the furniture industry
as the retail anchor, the addition of smallscale shops, boutiques, and dining options is
desirable. These improvements would need
to be well-connected to housing and civic
space.

MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • MOBILITY & URBAN DESIGN
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PHASE 1

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT PATTERN
The town center plan begins with the multi-modal
transportation improvements outlined in this chapter.
Improving walkability and safety in this area is vital to the
success of the private businesses that exist today and are
proposed in the plan. A phased approach is taken to respect
the existing furniture store while noting the possibility of
future redevelopment of those buildings. The intersection
design affords more development friendly corners that can
truly frame the “Main & Main” experience.

PHASE 0

PHASE 1A

3+$6(%

PHASE 2
Figure 6-16: Phase 0 - Existing auxiliary furniture store building at Main and
Young. Phase 1 - The existing buildings are refreshed and updated with staged
GLVSOD\VRXWIURQWZLWKRXWDQ\PDMRUUHGHYHORSPHQWDFKDQQHOL]HGELNHODQH
FRPLQJGRZQ0DLQLVVKRZQDORQJZLWKDHVWKHWLFLPSURYHPHQWVDQGVLJQDJH
$QJOHGSDUNLQJLVPDGHDYDLODEOHIRUVKRSSHUVDVWKHFXUEVKDYHPRYHGLQWRWKH
wide roadway. Phase 2 - The existing building changes from retail oriented to
VHUYLFHRULHQWHGZLWKDUHVWDXUDQWRSHQLQJZLWKQRPDMRUEXLOGLQJUHGHYHORSPHQW
$FURVVWKHVWUHHWWKHEXLOGLQJZLWKJDUDJHGRRUVKDVEHHQUHWURÀWWHGDVDEUHZHU\
Phase 3 - A false half-story is added to the building to match with the taller
buildings across the street and create a better sense of enclosure. Phase 4 - In the
ÀQDOSKDVHUHGHYHORSPHQWRFFXUVZLWKDQHZPL[HGXVHEXLOGLQJIHDWXULQJVWUHHW
OHYHOUHWDLODQGRIÀFHVSDFHDQGDSDUWPHQWVDYDLODEOHRQWKHVHFRQGÁRRUUHSODFLQJ
WKHRULJLQDOVWUXFWXUH7KHDQJOHGSDUNLQJLVFRQYHUWHGWRSDUDOOHODQGWKHELNHODQH
and crossing has shifted to the roadway.
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The program for this area includes several proposed civic
structures (i.e. Town Hall, Police Department, Library,
Community Center). The exact combination and placement
of facilities will need to be determined, but the illustrated
intent is to site those buildings near the rear of the town
SURSHUW\7KLVDOORZVPRUHDFWLYHJURXQGÀRRUUHWDLO
IURQWDJHDORQJ0DLQ6WUHHW7KLVFRQ¿JXUDWLRQGRHVQRW
diminish the importance of building high quality civic
structures; instead, it celebrates their location by placing
them as the terminus of a new town center boulevard. They
will serve as destination anchors and daytime employment
centers that boost the overall economic activity of the
development. An alternative approach is to program these
civic spaces as larger retail or entertainment centers (i.e.
movie theater, larger specialty stores, organic grocery
store). The draw for these uses continue after the close of
business hours and bring more tax income and employment
to the Town.
The parking for this area should be established using a
shared use strategy. All parking should be available to
serve both public and private development. The addition
of on-street parking wherever feasible will be necessary
to support retail success. A new shared lot is illustrated
adjacent to the Main Street Park property to serve that
IDFLOLW\DORQJZLWKRYHUÀRZSDUNLQJQHHGVIRUWKHWRZQ
center.

REET

MAIN ST

} Retail or Civic
} Mixed Use
} Apartments
} Townhomes
} Single Family
Figure 6-17:3KDVH7KURXJKWKHDFTXLVLWLRQDQGGHYHORSPHQWRIYDFDQWODQGGHQVLW\FDQEHJHQHUDWHGE\
DSSO\LQJWKHKLJKHVWDQGEHVWXVHWRSDUFHOVDORQJWKLVLQWHUVHFWLRQ7KLVFDQEHDFFRPSOLVKHGZLWKRXWVDFULÀFLQJ
SDUNLQJDYDLODELOLW\E\XWLOL]LQJRQVWUHHWSDUNLQJDQGVKDUHGXVHGSDUNLQJORWV
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Balancing the vision for the town’s vacant property
ZLWKERWKSXEOLFDQGSULYDWHLQYHVWPHQWLVWKH¿VFDOO\
responsible approach to its development. The private
development should be positioned along Main Street and
the new town boulevard leading to Town Hall and be
UHTXLUHGWRLQFOXGHDFWLYHJURXQGÀRRUXVHV)XWXUHSKDVHV
illustrate the new two-story development replacing the
existing furniture store buildings; however, the furniture
VWRUHZRXOGVWLOOEHDGHVLUDEOHJURXQGÀRRUWHQDQWLQWKRVH
new buildings. Proposed mixed use structures should be
WZRWRWKUHHVWRULHVZLWKRI¿FHDQGRUUHVLGHQWLDORQWKH
XSSHUÀRRUV7KHSODQGRHVQRWVXJJHVWWKHH[WHQVLRQRI
this core a great distance in any direction which keeps
HYHU\WKLQJZLWKLQDQHDV\¿YHPLQXWHZDON7KLVDOVR
preserves the historic residential patterns leading up
to this intersection. The scale of this quaint small town
Main Street as essentially two blocks is a true asset. Many
downtowns struggle because it is hard to sustain block after
block of these small, independently owned shops. Rolesville
can have a re-imagined town center that is compact,
vibrant, and highly walkable.

REET

MAIN ST

} Retail or Civic
} Mixed Use
} Apartments
} Townhomes
} Single Family
Figure 6-18:3KDVH%\EXLOGLQJDORQJWKHVWUHHWWKHURDGZD\VEHFRPHEHWWHUSXEOLFVSDFHVWKDWSHRSOHZLOO
want to occupy and spend time and money in shops along Main and Young.
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,Q¿OOUHVLGHQWLDORSSRUWXQLWLHVDUHDOVRLOOXVWUDWHGZLWK
higher density options within walking distance of the
town center. Upper story lofts, townhomes, and narrow
lot single family offer a range of price points and appeal to
both the millennial generation and retirees seeking a low
maintenance, active lifestyle. Residential streets should be
constructed with sidewalks and street trees; additionally,
homes should be alley-loaded whenever possible. All
proposed streets should make connections to existing
infrastructure whenever possible. An alternative site plan
that relocates the proposed community center and allows
better street connectivity for visitors and transit users.

REET

MAIN ST

} Retail or Civic

EXISTING

} Mixed Use
} Apartments
} Townhomes
} Single Family

PROPOSED

Development Data:

VWRULHV

Civic/Anchors:

VI

5HWDLO2I¿FH 

VI

Figure 6-20:3KDVH$&RQWLQXLQJZLWKWKHGHYHORSPHQWRIWKH
SUHYLRXVSKDVHVLQJOHIDPLO\ORWVDUHSURSRVHGDORQJDQHZVWUHHW
connecting across Young Street.

Residential Units: XQLWV

Figure 6-19:5HVLGHQWLDOLQÀOOFDQEHGLVFUHWHWKLVSURSRVHGGXSOH[PHVKHVZHOOZLWK
the existing brick ranch style houses just off of Main Street.
MAIN STREET VISION PLAN • MOBILITY & URBAN DESIGN

115

A variety of quality public spaces should be incorporated
into the town center area. The Main Street Park is a
tremendous asset to the town, but the downtown also
needs smaller spaces to support programming of varying
scales. The plan illustrates a new town boulevard which is
essentially a linear urban park with plantings, seating, and
an interactive splash fountain in front of town hall. The
street adjacent to this area should be detailed as a festival
street that could be blocked off for events.

YO
U

NG
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RE

ET

The public space strategy also encourages the spaces
in between to be highlighted as pedestrian alleyways
detailed with string lights and movable outdoor seating.
Also, several areas are noted as potential locations for
community gardens. The public realm along the proposed
mixed use buildings should include the following:
} Wide sidewalks (minimum 14’)
} Street trees planted in wells with under sidewalk root
capacity provided

REET

MAIN ST

} Benches
} High quality bus shelter to support local transit service

} Retail or Civic

} Pedestrian scale street lights

} Mixed Use

} Interesting and varied retail signage (including sandwich
board)

} Apartments
} Townhomes

} Buried utilities

} Single Family

} Movable outdoor dining chairs/tables
} :D\¿QGLQJVLJQDJH

Development Data:

VWRULHV

Civic/Anchors:

VI

5HWDLO2I¿FH

114,100 sf

Figure 6-21:3KDVH%,QWKLV$OWHUQDWHGHYHORSPHQWWKHVWUHHWV
are better connected to create a manageable loop that affords an
LPSURYHGVWUHHWQHWZRUNFRQQHFWLYLW\IRUSRWHQWLDOWUDQVLWV\VWHPV
WKDWORRSZLWKLQWKH7RZQRI5ROHVYLOOHDQGFRQQHFW5ROHVYLOOHZLWK
Wake County.

Residential Units: XQLWV

116

ROLESVILLE. NC

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS
} Establish a form-based overlay district to guide
development along the Main Street corridor that
focuses on creating a vibrant, walkable place.
} Improve walkability and safety in the town center area
by transforming Main Street into a Complete Street.
} Reserve the frontage along Main Street for mixed
XVHEXLOGLQJVZLWKDFWLYHJURXQGÀRRUXVHVDQGSODFH
high quality civic structures at the rear of the town’s
property.
} Implement on-street parking in downtown, and develop
a shared use strategy for all surface parking in the
town center area that serves both public and private
development.
} Balance the development of the town’s vacant property
ZLWKERWKSXEOLFDQGSULYDWHLQYHVWPHQWDVD¿VFDOO\
responsible approach.
} (QFRXUDJHPL[HGLQFRPHKLJKTXDOLW\LQ¿OOKRXVLQJ
within the core of downtown.
} Create a variety of public spaces in downtown to
support programming of varying scales.

Figure 6-22:7KHLQWHUVHFWLRQGLDJUDPDERYHVKRZVDQDHULDOIHZRI0DLQDQG<RXQJDVVKRZQLQWKHSURSRVHG
scheme of Main and Young in Phase 3. The incorporation of angled and parallel parking and the channelized
ELNHODQHVDUHHYLGHQWDWHDFKFRUQHU)RUUHIHUHQFHWKHWRSFRUQHU WRSLPDJH LQWKHDHULDOLVWKHIDFLQJFRUQHU
LQWKHUHQGHUHGLPDJH ERWWRPLPDJH 
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CHAPTER 7
6

Policy & Success
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IMPLEMENTATION
& ACTION ITEMS
The ultimate success of the Rolesville Main Street
9LVLRQ3ODQUHVWVRQWKHDELOLW\RIORFDODQGVWDWHRI¿FLDOV
and leaders to carry out the recommendations of the
plan. This effort is made easier by describing a series
RIGH¿QHGVWHSVRUDFWLRQLWHPVWRPRYHWKHSURFHVV
forward, both in a policy standpoint and physical
LPSURYHPHQWV,QDGGLWLRQGH¿QLQJWKHFRVWDQG
potential funding mechanisms will allow a framework
or “blueprint” for implementation. From inception,
the guiding principles for Main Street were to reinvent
itself into a modally active, attractive, and economically
vibrant corridor. Our objective was to develop costeffective recommendations (at a variety of scales) that
set the stage for additional improvements to Main
Street in the future. Projects should focus on public
spending that yields a return on investment from the
private sector. The quality of private investment in both
design and community amenities will have a profound
impact on the attractiveness of the corridor. Successful
and sustainable development will come only through a
cooperative effort between public and private ventures.

Unfortunately, everything
can not happen at once,
and construction can
feel never ending. With a
phased approach, the Town
can be excited about the
improvements.
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The Rolesville Main Street Vision Plan recommends
the implementation of a variety of items related to
development and transportation. A phased strategy for
carrying out this project is suggested in the subsequent
sections. Each goal is met with a recommendation and
a time frame for completion. The phased strategy is
based on various components such as implementation
ORJLVWLFV¿QDQFLQJFRQVWUXFWLRQRSHUDWLRQVDQGSXEOLF
input.
ROLESVILLE. NC

policy action items
%(6735$&7,&('(9(/230(17*8,'$1&(
Any guidance for future development should ensure that
the character of the Main Street corridor is retained while
promoting its historical character; creating desirable
HFRQRPLFJURZWKWKURXJKLQ¿OOGHYHORSPHQWDQG
redevelopment; and preserving transportation mobility
and safety for every type of user by promoting density
and a complementary mix of uses that could support
future transit service. Private and public development
actions must be designed to coordinate with these
objectives for the corridor to work in the ways that the
public and stakeholders suggested. The following is
provided as guidance, but is not adopted as part of any
overall ordinance changes by the Town of Rolesville. It
is understood, that the Town may develop a new formbased code in the near future. At a bare minimum,
FUHDWLQJDIRUPEDVHGRYHUOD\GLVWULFWVSHFL¿FWRWKH0DLQ
Street corridor will provide direct guidance to future
redevelopment efforts along this important gateway.
Applying these recommendations, whether through
RUGLQDQFHGHVLJQVWDQGDUGRUSROLF\PRGL¿FDWLRQV
would typically require partnership between land owners,
developers of property, the Town of Rolesville, and the
North Carolina Department of Transportation.
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INTERIM POLICY ACTION ITEMS:
&(/(%5$7('2:172:1
The interim recommended policy measures are a focus
on creating a vibrant and active downtown for Rolesville
FHQWHUHGDURXQGWKH0DLQ6WUHHWDQG<RXQJ6WUHHW
intersection. Towns that ignore their historic and cultural
FHQWHUVRIWHQEHFRPH³$Q\SODFHV86$´ZLWKRXWGH¿QLQJ
character. Redevelopment will be guided and encouraged
by a new, mixed-use development code, strengthened
standards, and a continuing commitment to create diverse
retail and housing options. The Town is actively working
RQUHHVWDEOLVKLQJWKH0DLQ <RXQJLQWHUVHFWLRQDVWKHWUXH
center of Town.

} Establish a form-based overlay district to guide development along the
Main Street corridor that focuses on creating a vibrant, walkable place. It is
understood that the Town may initiate a form-based code for the entire town.
However, in lieu of this effort, a step-by-step guideline (by CMAP and FormBased Code Institute) is provided in the Appendix. This guide is based on
WKH6PDUW&RGH '3= 6HHhttps://formbasedcodes.org/codes/ for corridor
examples. (Responsible Party: Town)
} Improve walkability and safety in the town center area by transforming Main
Street into a Complete Street. (Responsible Party: Town, NCDOT,
CAMPO)
} Reserve the frontage along Main Street for mixed use buildings with
DFWLYHJURXQGÀRRUXVHVDQGSODFHKLJKTXDOLW\FLYLFVWUXFWXUHVDWWKHUHDU
of the town’s property. This includes dedicating funding (local, State) to
redesigning key intersections for crosswalks, lighting, street trees, and
dedicated bike facilities, to allow safe crossing of Main Street. In addition,
the Town must look for opportunities to “close the gap” on sidewalks and
enhance the greenway system along Main Street as indicated in the Design
Concepts. Lastly, the Town should work closely with the development
community to ensure that safe and healthy access for bicyclists and
pedestrians are integrated in any future development/redevelopment along
Main Street. (Responsible Party: Town, Developers)
} Implement on-street parking in downtown (as depicted in concept designs),
and develop a shared use strategy for all surface parking in the town center
area that serves both public and private development. (Responsible
Party: Town, Developers, NCDOT)
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} Balance the development of the town’s vacant property with both public and
SULYDWHLQYHVWPHQWDVD¿VFDOO\UHVSRQVLEOHDSSURDFK7KHLGHDLVWRFUHDWHD
walkable safe environment by working with the private sector to develop a
mix of uses including civic, mixed use and residential variety of housing. For
an example, see: KWWSVIRUPEDVHGFRGHVRUJFRQWHQWXSORDGV
beaufort-boundary-street-redevelopment-district.pdf (Responsible Party:
Town, Developers)
} (QFRXUDJHPL[HGLQFRPHKLJKTXDOLW\LQ¿OOKRXVLQJZLWKLQWKHFRUHRI
downtown. (Responsible Party: Town, Developers)
} Adopt a resolution and policy that supports the idea of Complete Streets
town-wide. An example of mixed housing in support of transit oriented
development is: KWWSVIRUPEDVHGFRGHVRUJFRQWHQWXSORDGV
columbia-pike-code-contents.pdf (Responsible Party: Town, CAMPO)
} 3URYLGHLPSURYHGVLJQDJHDJHQF\ZLGHWRPDNHLWHDVLHUWR¿QGSDUNV
facilities, and greenways. (Responsible Party: Town)
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MID-, LONG-TERM POLICY ACTION ITEMS:
MAIN STREET PLACE-MAKING
There are few places along Main Street that we can
celebrate today. The Main Street Park and the Little
House Museum are certainly a couple of quality examples.
However, residents and visitors often reference very
few places that attract them to Main Street. Creating or
attracting quality destinations and activities that embrace
walkability and vibrant centers is the key to success of
DQ\GRZQWRZQ6LPSO\GH¿QHGJUHDWSODFHVDWWUDFWJUHDW
people.

} Create a variety of public spaces in downtown to support programming of
varying scales. This includes utilizing public space for community activities
like festival streets, food trucks, prototyping, siting/resting areas, and
playgrounds. (Responsible Party: Town)
} Promote the development of a mixed income residential village near
Burlington Mills Road with a variety of housing densities. This involves
working with and guiding private development towards implementing
the principles of the catalyst site design characteristics, including scale,
character, and a mix of uses. (Responsible Party: Town, Developers)
} Encourage a multi-generational neighborhood near Burlington Mills Road
that allows for aging in place along with walkable amenities and access to
services. This includes requiring the development community to incorporate
a mix of housing (e.g., assisted living, patio homes, small lot, etc.) into the
site plan and proforma for this type of master plan while providing potential
WD[LQFHQWLYHVWRTXDOL¿HGGHYHORSHUV(Responsible Party: Town,
Developers)
} Enhance connectivity in the Burlington Mills Road area by making street
connections to the existing transportation network and ensuring new streets
are created with multi-modal consideration. Continue to require stub outs to
new development and subdivisions with signed “Future Street Extension”.
Also, create and adopt Complete Streets design standards as a requirement
for future connectivity and development. (Responsible Party: Town,
Developers, NCDOT)
} Expand greenways and connectivity by proactively pursuing grants (i.e.,
Safe Routes to School, Bike/Pedestrian planning grants, etc.) and using
the Town’s General Fund revenues for these important connections.
(Responsible Party: Town)
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} Continue to create a close-knit system of secondary streets or collector streets
using dedicated funding through a bond referendum and working with
the development community. The Towns Comprehensive Transportation
Plan should be updated to include a collector street analysis and network
enhancements. (Responsible Party: Town, Developers)
} Create a diversity of new housing and ensure high quality and limited
locations for multi-family units. The Town should work with developers and
provide Market Analysis information that support the diversity of housing
need. The Town should consider proving tax incentives to developers
that provide a mix of housing options in their proforma and site plans.
(Responsible Party: Town, Developers)
} Create more capacity in the local parks and active recreation programs. This
effort could include establishing a volunteer program with the community
that works directly with the Parks and Recs department on special events and
festivals. Also, general fund revenues should be set aside for construction of
the active park located near the north terminus of Main Street and US 401.
(Responsible Party: Town)
} Adopt stronger design standards to ensure that the area around the US
401 Bypass intersections and gateways develop with quality design and
UHÀHFWVZHOOXSRQWKH7RZQ7KLVHIIRUWPD\EHLQFOXGHGLQDEUDQGLQJDQG
implementation plan. (Responsible Party: Town, Developers)
} ,PSOHPHQWD¿QDQFLDOLQFHQWLYHVSURJUDPWRHQFRXUDJHEXVLQHVVHVWR
relocate or stay in Rolesville. The idea is that local investment in the
downtown usually attracts local businesses that are sustainable over time.
Providing tax incentives and facade grant programs may be a catalyst for
such investment. (Responsible Party: Town)
} Include language in development ordinance to require set-asides of rights-ofway for future transit stops. (Responsible Party: Town)
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estimated costs summary table
7KHWDEOHEHORZOD\VRXWWKHPDMRUSURMHFWVSURSRVHGLQWKH0DLQ6WUHHW9LVLRQ3ODQWKHWKUHHVHJPHQWVRIWKHFRUULGRUDQGIRXUVSHFL¿FSURMHFWV
The costs of the corridor projects do not include the costs of the intersection projects listed; the total cost is listed at the bottom.

Main Street Vision - Estimated Costs Summary

Estimated
Length (miles) Construction
Costs

Corridor Projects

Project Description

Suburban Fringe: South
Bypass to Burlington Mills

Rebuild as 2-Lane divided roadway with planted or brick paved medians. Construct a 10’-12’
meandering side path and a 6’ sidewalk, add street trees where appropriate, and construct
a visible monument sign at the US 401 entrance to Main Street. High visibility crosswalks and
pedestrian countdowns are used at intersections. Improve streetscape with pedestrian level lighting
with signage where appropriate and landscaping along side paths and sidewalks.

1.2

$3,100,000

Village Core: Burlington
Mills to Young Street

Within the existing curb and gutter, reduce Main Street from 5-Lane undivided with a center lane
to a 2-Lane divided and 3-Lane. The outer lanes are converted to protected or buffered painted
bike lanes and the median is planted or brick paved or stamped when applicable. High visibility
crossings and pedestrian countdown signals are used at intersections and at mid-block crossings with
refuge islands where possible. Improve streetscape with pedestrian level lighting with signage and
landscaping along side paths and sidewalks.

1.0

$1,900,000

Rural Transition: Young
Street to North Bypass

Extend existing 10’-12’ meandering side path to the US 401 pedestrian underpass with pedestrian
level lighting and signage along the length, install planted or brick paved or stamped medians
where possible, construct 6’ sidewalk to connect Pulley Town Road to Young by sidewalk, and
FRQVWUXFWSHGHVWULDQFURVVLQJVDWNH\LQWHUVHFWLRQVZLWKSHGHVWULDQVLJQDOÁDVKHUVDQGUHIXJHLVODQGV
Improve streetscape with pedestrian level lighting with signage where appropriate and landscaping
along side paths and sidewalks.

1.9

$3,600,000

Project Description

Estimated
Construction Costs

&RQVWUXFWDRQHODQHSODQWHGURXQGDERXWDW/RQQLH'ULYHDFWLQJDVERWKDWUDIÀFFDOPLQJGHYLFHDQGDPDUNHUWR
celebrate the Town of Rolesville. Improve streetscape with pedestrian level lighting with signage and landscaping along
side paths and sidewalks.

$815,000

Burlington Mills Road
Realignment

Realign Burlington Mills Road by connecting the roadway to an extended Wall Creek Drive at Main Street. Capping
the existing Burlington Mills Road with a roundabout and connecting Granite Falls Place to Burlington Mills. Improve
streetscape with pedestrian level lighting with signage and landscaping along side paths and sidewalks.

$3,200,000

Rogers and Main Street
Intersection

Improve crossing conditions with brick or stamped crosswalks and denoted bicycle crosswalks used with the existing
pedestrian countdown signals at this intersection. Prioritize pedestrian crossings during peak times for school commute.
Improve streetscape with pedestrian level lighting with signage and landscaping along side paths and sidewalks.

$90,000

Young and Main Street
Intersection

Improve the intersection in a phased approach in tandem with redevelopment. Construct a dedicated bike lane on
ERWKVLGHVRI0DLQDQJOHLQ SKDVHG DQGSDUDOOHOSDUNLQJ ÀQDO DQGEULFNSDYHGRUVWDPSHGFURVVZDONVZLWKELNH
lane crossings. Improve streetscape with pedestrian level lighting with signage and landscaping along side paths and
sidewalks.

$660,000

Intersection Projects
Lonnie Drive Roundabout

Main Street Vision Total Estimated Cost

$13,365,000

Figure 7-1: Estimated Cost Summary Table
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FINANCING &
INCENTIVES
Expenditures play an essential role in implementation. The
Town should take opportunities to leverage local funds to
access state, federal, and private funds in order to achieve
this vision. The following are several funding sources to
help with implementation.
} Grants & Programs
} Facade Improvement Incentive Grants and Loans
} Public Private Partnerships
} NCDOT Spot Safety and Hazard Elimination Funding
} Small Business Loan Revolving Loan Fund
} North Carolina Capital Area Metropolitan Planning
Organization (CAMPO) Locally Administered Projects
Program (LAPP)
} NCDOT Strategic Transportation Investment law (STI)
} Bond Referendum
} Main Street America
} Community Development Block Grants (CDBG)

The Vision Plan is only
realized through a team
effort. With all of the
moving pieces around the
corridor, using incentives
is recommended to
encourage everyone’s
cooperation and support.

These are explained in greater detail on the following pages.
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GRANTS & PROGRAMS

38%/,&35,9$7(3$571(56+,36

The Town of Rolesville will need to
tackle the implementation of the plan
recommendations as funding allows and by
XWLOL]LQJFUHDWLYH¿QDQFLQJDQGLQFHQWLYH
packages. The implementation matrix in
this chapter outlines whether an action item
it will be taken care of with private or noncity funding. [Federal Grants: http://www.
reconnectingamerica.org/resource-center/
federal-grant-opportunities/]

Public/Private Partnerships are designed to
accomplish a combination of goals related
to economic and community development
HIIRUWVVRPHRIZKLFKKDYHEHHQLGHQWL¿HG
in this plan. Public funds must only be
made available to those projects determined
otherwise unfeasible or unachievable “but
for” the combined efforts of public and
private participation. The overlay district
boundaries should outline areas within
the town determined to be key economic
growth areas. The projects must comply
with community adopted standards and
program guidelines established for that
area. [Urban Land: https://urbanland.uli.
org/development-business/nine-practicessuccessful-publicprivate-partnerships/]

FACADE IMPROVEMENT INCENTIVE
GRANTS AND LOANS
Up to $500 in matching grants per facade
for painting/maintenance; up to $500
in matching grants per sign for new and
XQLTXHVLJQDJHXSWRSHUIDFDGHIRU
renovations. All are at a 1:1 match. Awning
replacement is available as a 0% interest loan
RQD¿UVWFRPH¿UVWVHUYHEDVLVDQGDPRXQWV
granted are dependent on the amount of
funding. [Wake Forest Example: https://
www.wakeforestnc.gov/facade-improvementgrant-program.aspx; Raleigh Example:
https://www.raleighnc.gov/business/
content/PlanDev/Articles/UrbanDesign/
FacadeGrant.html]
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NCDOT SPOT SAFETY AND HAZARD
ELIMINATION FUNDING
These funding programs represent smaller
type projects (i.e., intersection safety,
corridor access management, etc.) that do
not necessarily require a lot of funding or
acquisition of right-of-way. NCDOT uses
DFRVWEHQH¿WDQDO\VLVWRMXVWLI\VSHFL¿F
projects. Good examples of this type of
project (from this plan) would be Main
Street/Rogers Road intersection, Lonnie
'ULYHURXQGDERXWRUWKH0DLQ6WUHHW<RXQJ
Street intersection. [https://connect.ncdot.
gov/resources/safety/pages/nc-highwaysafety-program-and-projects.aspx/]

60$//%86,1(665(92/9,1*/2$1
FUND
The Town of Rolesville should consider the
creation of a revolving loan fund for small
businesses. Federal and state funds are often
available to assist in funding this type of
program which is set up as a competitive,
low interest loan program. New or expanding
small businesses that employ individuals that
meet established goals and criteria would be
eligible. [U.S. EDA, Economic Development
Administration: https://www.eda.gov/rlf/]

NORTH CAROLINA CAPITAL
AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING
25*$1,=$7,21 &$032 /2&$//<
$'0,1,67(5('352-(&76352*5$0
/$33 
The LAPP program was adopted by CAMPO
LQWREHXVHGWRSULRULWL]HWUDQVSRUWDWLRQ
related projects to receive federal funding.
Coordination with CAMPO will be needed
for funding obligation for federal projects.
Recommendations from this Vision Plan
that are LAPP eligible include roadway
improvements, intersections, and bike and
pedestrian improvements. [http://www.
campo-nc.us/funding/locally-administeredprojects-program]

ROLESVILLE. NC

NCDOT STRATEGIC TRANSPORTATION
,19(670(17/$: 67,
STI allows NCDOT to use funding to enhance
transportation infrastructure as well as
supporting a higher quality of life for a
municipality. STI established the Strategic
Mobility Formula that allocates revenues
through a factor-based scoring technique.
The projects that are scored with the STI
are within the current State Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP). The
67,3LGHQWL¿HVIXQGLQJLQIRUPDWLRQDQG
scheduling for transportation projects
statewide. While the travel time savings
from the implementation of the Main Street
Vision Plan improvements are likely not
VXI¿FLHQWWRVFRUHZHOOLQWKH6WDWH¶V6327
STI prioritization, it is possible that some
smaller intersections or greenway/multiuse path projects could compete succesfully.
Rolesville should coordinate with NCDOT
and CAMPO to align appropriate projects
onto the State Transportation Improvement
Program. [https://www.ncdot.gov/
strategictransportationinvestments/]
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%21'5()(5(1'80
Bonds are a borrowing technique used by
local governments to fund public facilities
DQGLQIUDVWUXFWXUH7KLVW\SHRI¿QDQFLQJ
allows the cost of a facility to spread over
time so that generations of users contribute
a proportionate share of the investments.
Bonds generally have lower interest rates
than private loans and they can also provide
necessary local revenue to match state or
federal sources. [Wake Forest Example:
https://www.wakeforestnc.gov/bondreferendum-faqs.aspx]

&20081,7<'(9(/230(17%/2&.
*5$176 &'%*
This program provides communities with
resources to address community needs.
CDBG grants work to ensure affordable
housing to vulnerable populations. Seventy
SHUFHQWRIWKH&'%*JUDQWVPXVWEHQH¿W
low and moderate-income persons.
[KWWSVZZZKXGJRYSURJUDPBRI¿FHV
comm_planning/communitydevelopment/
programs/]

MAIN STREET AMERICA
The Main Street Program works with
municipalities to encourage preservationbased community revitalization. As
a member of Main Street America,
communities are given resources, solutions
and connections to build and revitalize
the downtown area. Town leadership may
consider becoming a member to obtain
EHQH¿WV>https://www.mainstreet.org/]
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action plan matrix
The table shown here expands on the estimate costs summary with information on potential
funding sources and the likely time frame for when the project should be conducted.

Main Street Vision - Action Plan Matrix
Corridor
Projects

Project Description

Rebuild as 2-Lane divided roadway with planted or brick paved medians. Construct a 10’-12’ meandering
Suburban
side path and a 6’ sidewalk, add street trees where appropriate, and construct a visible monument sign
Fringe: South
at the US 401 entrance to Main Street. High visibility crosswalks and pedestrian countdowns are used
Bypass to
at
intersections. Improve streetscape with pedestrian level lighting with signage where appropriate and
Burlington Mills
landscaping along side paths and sidewalks.

Estimated
Construction
Costs

)XQGLQJ
Source

Time
)UDPH

$3,100,000

State & Town

6-10 years

Village Core:
Burlington
Mills to Young
Street

Within the existing curb and gutter, reduce Main Street from 5-Lane undivided with a center lane to a
2-Lane divided and 3-Lane. The outer lanes are converted to protected or buffered painted bike lanes
and the median is planted or brick paved or stamped when applicable. High visibility crossings and
pedestrian countdown signals are used at intersections and at mid-block crossings with refuge islands
where possible. Improve streetscape with pedestrian level lighting with signage and landscaping along
side paths and sidewalks.

$1,900,000

State, Town,
CAMPO & Grant

1-5 years

Rural
Transition:
Young Street
to North
Bypass

Extend existing 10’-12’ meandering side path to the US 401 pedestrian underpass with pedestrian level
lighting and signage along the length, install planted or brick paved or stamped medians where possible,
construct 6’ sidewalk to connect Pulley Town Road to Young by sidewalk, and construct pedestrian crossings
DWNH\LQWHUVHFWLRQVZLWKSHGHVWULDQVLJQDOÁDVKHUVDQGUHIXJHLVODQGV,PSURYHVWUHHWVFDSHZLWKSHGHVWULDQ
level lighting with signage where appropriate and landscaping along side paths and sidewalks.

$3,600,000

State & Town

10+ years

Project Description

Estimated
Construction
Costs

)XQGLQJ
Source

Time
)UDPH

Lonnie Drive
Roundabout

&RQVWUXFWDRQHODQHSODQWHGURXQGDERXWDW/RQQLH'ULYHDFWLQJDVERWKDWUDIÀFFDOPLQJGHYLFHDQGD
marker to celebrate the Town of Rolesville. Improve streetscape with pedestrian level lighting with signage
and landscaping along side paths and sidewalks.

$815,000

State, Town,
Private, CAMPO
& Grant

1-5 years

Burlington
Mills Road
Realignment

Realign Burlington Mills Road by connecting the roadway to an extended Wall Creek Drive at Main
Street. Capping the existing Burlington Mills Road with a roundabout and connecting Granite Falls Place
to Burlington Mills. Improve streetscape with pedestrian level lighting with signage and landscaping along
side paths and sidewalks.

$3,200,000

State & Private

6-10 years

Rogers and
Main Street
Intersection

Improve crossing conditions with brick or stamped crosswalks and denoted bicycle crosswalks used with
the existing pedestrian countdown signals at this intersection. Prioritize pedestrian crossings during peak
times for school commute. Improve streetscape with pedestrian level lighting with signage and landscaping
along side paths and sidewalks.

$90,000

Town, CAMPO
& Grant

1-5 years

Young and
Main Street
Intersection

Improve the intersection in a phased approach in tandem with redevelopment. Construct a dedicated bike
ODQHRQERWKVLGHVRI0DLQDQJOHLQ SKDVHG DQGSDUDOOHOSDUNLQJ ÀQDO DQGEULFNSDYHGRUVWDPSHG
crosswalks with bike lane crossings. Improve streetscape with pedestrian level lighting with signage and
landscaping along side paths and sidewalks.

$660,000

State, Town,
Private, CAMPO
& Grant

1-5 years

Intersection
Projects

Figure 7-2: Action Plan Matrix
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MOVING
FORWARD
In order for this Vision Plan to be successful, it needs to be enacted. Throughout
the planning and design process, stakeholders were involved and were vocal in
expressing their ideas, interests, and concerns surrounding the future of Main
Street and the Town of Rolesville. Without the contribution and participation of
individual residents, business owners, property owners, the emergency services
community, Town Planning Staff, Town Board Members, the mayor, and the
Capital Area MPO, this Plan would not have seen a successful outcome.
Moving forward, this Vision cannot be realized overnight, and it certainly can not
get off the ground without local individuals owning this vision and championing
these recommendations. It takes the actions of community members, business
and property owners, and policy makers putting their collective efforts, dollars,
votes, and their voices behind this plan to bring it to reality. With such action,
the decision makers and stakeholders can work together with developers and
JRYHUQPHQWRI¿FLDOVDWWKHUHJLRQDOVWDWHDQGIHGHUDOOHYHOVWRUHYLWDOL]H0DLQ
Street as a healthy and vibrant community asset. Through this continued
collaboration, Main Street Rolesville can become a place where people want to
live, shop, play, and visit for years to come.

...
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