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Wake County’s vision is to be a great 
place to live, work, learn and play!



Project Purpose
To provide a clear guideline and plan for the 
development of a countywide network of 
greenway trails, furthering the benefits of 
greenways for all of Wake County.



Greenways Defined

• Capital Area Greenway Planning & Design Guide

• Greenways vs. Greenway Trails vs. On-Road Facilities



Historic Yates Mill County Park, photo by Gary D. Knight.





Bicycles mean business in 
Raleigh.  Left: Bicycle parking 
on Hargett St. Below: Bicyclists 
at Crank Arm Brewing; photos 
by ITRE Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Program.



Neuse River Trail – Triangle Greenways Council



Key Outcomes

• Identify current 
and future 
greenways

• Identify key 
connector 
segments (as 
opposed to all 
proposed trails)

• Align priority 
projects with 
future funding



Oct 2015 Nov 2015 Dec 2015 Jan-Mar 2016 Mar-Apr 2016



Trail Coordination Workshop
• 47 Project Stakeholders
• Parks & planning staff and 

directors, CAMPO, TJCOG, 
RTP, developers, Duke 
Energy, health advocates, 
tourism.

• Chuck Flink: Regional Trail 
Systems

• Iona Thomas: Great Trails 
State

• Challenges & opportunities 
for greenway development

• Filling gaps in the system is a 
priority















“The Greenway is one aspect of living in Raleigh 
that has increased my standard of living 
significantly. Please keep expanding, because I love 
to bike, but not on the road!” – Public Comment



“With traffic getting heavier through Fuquay, it 
would help to have increased connectivity through 
an extended greenway network.  It would also help 
the area grow more sustainably.” – Public Comment



“There are lots of great greenway trails; however, 
many are short in-out spurs. Few are loops that 
provide interesting, new scenery along its entire 
length.” – Public Comment



Draft 
Recommendations



Connecting the Dots









Countywide 
Greenway 
System



Bridge 
the Gaps



Connect to 
Parks & Lakes



Connect 
Communities



Complete 
the System



A Complete 
System

• About 250 miles of 
proposed trails in this Plan

• About 25 miles of trail 
currently in development 
in Wake County

• About 35 miles of “Bridge 
the Gaps” priority projects

• Comprehensive  
wayfinding & trail 
amenities as longer-
distance connections are 
made



Quantifying 
the Benefits 
of the 
Countywide 
Greenway 
System (full 
findings to 
be included 
as an 
appendix)



Quantifying 
the Benefits 
of the 
Countywide 
Greenway 
System (full 
findings to 
be included 
as an 
appendix)



Current Steps
• Conducting outreach to 

municipal partners 
regarding draft 
proposed network:
• Goal is to balance local 

priorities with the desire 
for regional connections

• Project cut-sheets for 
the “Bridge the Gaps” 
projects



Next Steps
• Committee to review 

full draft plan (late 
March)

• Draft plan online for 
public review (early 
April)

• Produce final plan 
based on input

• Final plan presentations

WakeGreenways.weebly.com



Outreach Booth
• TODAY, March 11: 3pm-8pm

• Saturday March 12: 10am-6pm

• Tobacco Road Marathon Pre-Race 
Expo, Embassy Suites of Cary

• Look for Chris Snow & Eric Staehle
at the Wake County Parks, 
Recreation, and Open Space 
booth!

WakeGreenways.weebly.com



“We live in one of the most beautiful places on 
earth, and yet our past successes provide no 
assurances of future successes. If we don’t start 
planning now and protect our great quality of life in 
Wake County, it will slowly start slipping away.” 

- Sig Hutchinson, Wake County Commissioner


