Franklin County Tourism Development Authority
Greater Franklin County Chamber of Commerce Conference Room
Louisburg, NC
Meeting Minutes
March 20, 2017 @ 5:15 P.M.

	The Franklin County Tourism Development Authority Board met on Tuesday, March 20, 2017 at 5:15 p.m. in the Conference Room at the Greater Franklin County Chamber of Commerce, Louisburg, North Carolina.
	Chairperson Robert Sykes called the meeting to order, welcomed the newest TDA Board, Vanessa Weathers, other board members, and visitors to the meeting.
	Cedric Jones moved and Bobby Cooper seconded the motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting on January 17, 2017. The motion was carried. TDA Board Minutes are posted on the Franklin County Government’s Website. 
TDA GRANT PRESENTATIONS:
	Dewey Botts and Sharon Billings presented the Eighth Biennial Historic Home Tour scheduled for April 22-23, 2017. Twelve properties will be showcased including an antique car show. One hundred thirty people (volunteers) will be working; the event is a fundraiser for the Person Place’s repairs, i.e. HVAC and painting. Events will be based at Person Place including other community agencies. The project will need 4-9 docents at each house and with monitors for the antique cars. Websites, newspapers, magazines, Facebook, and posters are being utilized for promotion. Tickets will be sold on the webpage. 300-500 people are expected to attend the event. The boxed lunch will be sold online. Other food purchases within the county and overnight stays will be based upon the online ticket sales.
	Jonathan Franklin and Monique Wilkins presented the Friday Nights on the Tar Event that is scheduled on the third Friday night during May-September 2017. The Strategic Economic Development Survey results were presented. The Town of Louisburg has a new brand. Entertainment and the revitalization of the Town of Louisburg are the overwhelming issues that need to be addressed according to the survey. Expected attendance for the concerts is 2,500 (500 at each concert. Food trucks will be featured. Various corporate sponsors have committed to support the project. The TDA Board suggested that diversity in the musical groups need to be considered, Rare Earth Farm has a food truck, and capital improvements are not appropriate expenditures for the TDA Grant Funds. However, marketing and promotional expenses are funded. Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter are being used for marketing as well as a billboard on Bickett Boulevard. TDA Board Members requested that the project directors track overnight stays. Free T-shirts will be given to concert patrons. It was further suggested that lodging entities code reservations on the concert website.
TDA GRANT APPROVALS
It was moved by Bobby Cooper and seconded by Mamie Jones to fund the Eighth Biennial Historic Home Tour on April 22-23, 2017 for $2,000.00. Motion carried.
It was moved by Mamie Jones and seconded by Richie Duncan to fund the Friday Nights on the Tar during May-September 2017 for $7,500.00. Motion carried.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The following TDA Board Members were present at the meeting: Dee Patel, Vanessa Weathers, Richie Duncan, Bobby Cooper, Bob Sykes, Cedric Jones, and Mamie Jones.
The Franklin County Tourism Development Authority Board Meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
								Respectfully submitted,
								Bob Sykes, Chairman
								Fannie Brown, Recorder
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