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Introduction 
Every ten years, the United States Census Bureau conducts a Decennial Census that examines 

population changes across the country. The Census serves not only as a way to determine the 

population, but it also helps direct taxes and congressional representation to growing areas across the 

country. Central North Carolina is one of the fastest growing areas in the state and the country. Between 

2000 and 2010, Franklin County grew more than 28%, making it the 12th fastest growing county in the 

state. It was only a few percentage points behind Chatham, Currituck, Iredell, and Mecklenburg counties 

in growth rate during that time. The state of North Carolina currently sits at an estimated 9.8 million 

residents, good for 10th best in the country. Growth is expected to continue, and would affect Franklin 

County and the towns within. The Franklin County Planning Department analyzed how the county 

changed in four major areas: population, housing, education, and economy. These four demographics 

often influence one another, so it is important to examine how each change and the result those 

changes have on the county. 
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Population 

Franklin County, located north east of Raleigh and the Research Triangle Park, is 

residential and agricultural land uses

uses of land are found in the southern portion of the County as well as in 

residential areas, commercial, and industrial zones make up the majority of the southern half. To the 

north, low density residential and agricultur

Highways; US 1, US 64, and US 401.

Map 

The 2010 Census revealed that Franklin County has a total of 

(28%) residents since the 2000 Census.

from 36. Women account for 50.2% of the population, while men make up 49.8%.

growth occurred in the southern portion 

Wake Forest and Rolesville. Map 2 shows the concentration of population growth between 2000 and 

2010. As a result, the majority of the more than 23,000 housing units in the 

this region, which can be seen in Map 3. 

 

  Franklin County Planning Department

Franklin County, located north east of Raleigh and the Research Triangle Park, is predominantly 

residential and agricultural land uses, over 75% of the county is zoned as such (Map 1). 

e found in the southern portion of the County as well as in its towns. Higher density 

residential areas, commercial, and industrial zones make up the majority of the southern half. To the 

north, low density residential and agriculture zones prevail. The county is served by three major US 

. 

Map 1 Franklin County Zoning Map 

The 2010 Census revealed that Franklin County has a total of 60,619 residents, an increase of 13,359

Census. The median age for county residents is 39 years old, up slightly 

from 36. Women account for 50.2% of the population, while men make up 49.8%. The m

portion of the county, in close proximity to the Wake County towns of 

Map 2 shows the concentration of population growth between 2000 and 

As a result, the majority of the more than 23,000 housing units in the county are also located in 

which can be seen in Map 3.  
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Both of the following maps depict data at the Census Tract Level. Census Tracts are geographic regions 

that typically coincide with cities or towns within a 

each contains a town or designated place or covers a large area of unincorporated county land.

Franklin County, between 2000 and 2010, grew at a faster rate than the state of North Carolina (18.5%), 

and was generally higher than many of the counties that border it. Only

increase in residents during this time. Figure 3 and Map 8 show how Granville, Nash, Vance, Wake, and 

Warren counties grew over the past decade. The counties in closer proximity to Wake County 

experienced greater growth, as a result of more job opportunities than those to the north of Franklin.

 

Map 2 Change in Franklin County population at Census Tract level
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Both of the following maps depict data at the Census Tract Level. Census Tracts are geographic regions 

that typically coincide with cities or towns within a jurisdiction. Franklin County has eight census tracts, 

a town or designated place or covers a large area of unincorporated county land.

Franklin County, between 2000 and 2010, grew at a faster rate than the state of North Carolina (18.5%), 

and was generally higher than many of the counties that border it. Only Wake County (44%) saw a larger 

increase in residents during this time. Figure 3 and Map 8 show how Granville, Nash, Vance, Wake, and 

Warren counties grew over the past decade. The counties in closer proximity to Wake County 

a result of more job opportunities than those to the north of Franklin.

Change in Franklin County population at Census Tract level 
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Both of the following maps depict data at the Census Tract Level. Census Tracts are geographic regions 

. Franklin County has eight census tracts, 

a town or designated place or covers a large area of unincorporated county land. 

Franklin County, between 2000 and 2010, grew at a faster rate than the state of North Carolina (18.5%), 

Wake County (44%) saw a larger 

increase in residents during this time. Figure 3 and Map 8 show how Granville, Nash, Vance, Wake, and 

Warren counties grew over the past decade. The counties in closer proximity to Wake County 

a result of more job opportunities than those to the north of Franklin. 
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Map 3 Franklin County Housing Units at Census Tract level

There are five incorporated towns located within Franklin County: Bunn

(Map 5), Louisburg (county seat, Map 

designated place (CDP), Lake Royale

residents, or over 15% of county residents

Lake Royale CDP. Comparing the two most recent 

towns have seen an increase of 1,009 residents, or nearly 17%

population were seen in two communities, Bunn (

the largest growth in the county, both in the number (5

Figures 1 and 2 below show the population changes experienced in the towns of the county. 

Youngsville’s growth can be attributed largely to the t

US Highway 1 (Capital Boulevard), and the availability of county water and sewer services

stated that Census population numbers for towns and cities do not include residents living in the extra

territorial jurisdiction. 
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Franklin County Housing Units at Census Tract level 

located within Franklin County: Bunn (Map 4), Centerville,

, Map 6), and Youngsville (Map 7); and an unincorporated Census 

designated place (CDP), Lake Royale (Map 8). Together, these areas account for a total of 9,478 

residents. The 2010 Census was the first year data was collected for the 

Lake Royale CDP. Comparing the two most recent Censuses, and eliminating the Lake Ro

1,009 residents, or nearly 17% between 2000 and 2010

munities, Bunn (-13) and Centerville (-10). The Town of Youngsville saw 

the largest growth in the county, both in the number (506) and percentage (78%) of new residents. 

Figures 1 and 2 below show the population changes experienced in the towns of the county. 

Youngsville’s growth can be attributed largely to the town’s proximity to Wake County,

, and the availability of county water and sewer services

Census population numbers for towns and cities do not include residents living in the extra
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Centerville, Franklinton 

; and an unincorporated Census 

. Together, these areas account for a total of 9,478 

The 2010 Census was the first year data was collected for the 

the Lake Royale CDP, these 

between 2000 and 2010. Losses in 

The Town of Youngsville saw 

of new residents. 

Figures 1 and 2 below show the population changes experienced in the towns of the county. 

own’s proximity to Wake County, the presence of 

, and the availability of county water and sewer services. It should be 

Census population numbers for towns and cities do not include residents living in the extra-
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The Town of Bunn lost 

just 13 residents 

between 2000 and 

2010. The loss resulted 

in a population 

decrease of 3.64% 
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Map 4 Town of Bunn 
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Map 
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Map 5 Town of Franklinton 
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The Town of 

Franklinton grew by 

278 residents since 

2000. It was the 

second fastest growing 

town in the county, 

producing 15.93% 

growth over ten years. 
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The Town of Louisburg 

experienced an 

increase of 248 

residents between the 

last two censuses. 

Those residents 

represented a 

moderate increase of 

7.97% in population. 
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Map 6 Town of Louisburg 
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Map 
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Map 7 Town of Youngsville 
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The Town of 

Youngsville had the 

biggest increase over 

the ten year period, 

with 506 new residents 

calling the town home. 

That resulted in a 

staggering 77.73% rate 

of growth. 
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Lake Royale became a 

Census Designated 

Place in 2010. 

Population statistics 

were not available for 

the area in 2000, but 

the current population 

sits at 2,506. 
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Map 8 Census Designated Place Lake Royale 
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Figure 1 Franklinton, Louisburg, and Youngsville experienced growth
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Figure 2 Bunn and Centerville saw slight decreases, in 
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Franklinton, Louisburg, and Youngsville experienced growth

Growth Rate for Franklin County and Towns 

Franklin County 

2000 2010 Change +/- Change % 

47,260 60,619 13,359 28.27% 

Bunn 

2000 2010 Change +/- Change % 

357 344 -13 -3.64% 

Centerville 

2000 2010 Change +/- Change % 

99 89 -10 -10.10% 

Franklinton 

2000 2010 Change +/- Change % 

1,745 2,023 278 15.93% 

Louisburg 

2000 2010 Change +/- Change % 

3,111 3,359 248 7.97% 

Youngsville 

2000 2010 Change +/- Change % 

651 1,157 506 77.73% 

Bunn and Centerville saw slight decreases, in red 

Bunn Franklinton Louisburg Youngsville

Change in Population for Towns in Franklin 

County
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Franklinton, Louisburg, and Youngsville experienced growth 

Youngsville

Change in Population for Towns in Franklin 

2000

2010
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Growth Rate for Surrounding Counties

Franklin County

2000

47,260

Granville County

2000

48,498

Nash County

2000

87,420

Vance County

2000

42,954

Wake County

2000

627,846

Warren County

2000

19,972

 Figure 3 Counties surrounding Franklin County all experienced growth

Map 
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Growth Rate for Surrounding Counties 

Franklin County 

2000 2010 Change +/- Change % 

47,260 60,619 13,359 28.27% 

Granville County 

2000 2010 Change +/- Change % 

48,498 59,916 11,418 23.54% 

Nash County 

2000 2010 Change +/- Change % 

87,420 95,840 8,420 9.63% 

Vance County 

2000 2010 Change +/- Change % 

42,954 45,422 2,468 5.75% 

Wake County 

2000 2010 Change +/- Change % 

627,846 900,993 273,147 43.51% 

Warren County 

2000 2010 Change +/- Change % 

19,972 20,972 1,000 5.01% 

Counties surrounding Franklin County all experienced growth

Map 8 Growth Rates of border counties 
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Counties surrounding Franklin County all experienced growth 
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Currently, state estimates show the county’s population

grow by 12% over the next 15 years, and by 2028 the population is estimated to be over 70,000 

residents. It should be noted that the North Carolina Office of State and Budget Management (OSBM)

calculated these projections, in which they factor statistics inclu

trends, and other factors. These factors do not, however, take into account other sources for population 

changes, including unexpected economic factors that may suppress

Franklin County, the OSBM’s projections are conservative compared to past growth trends, 12% over 

the next 15 years compared to 28% between 2000 and 2010. 

growth across the country, including Franklin County. Between 2008 and 201

recession, growth in Franklin County was just 

prior to the recession, the county grew by 10.6% by an average of 2.4% a year.

to emerge from the recession, it is anticipated that 

closer to the pre-recession 2.4% a year.

 

Figure 4 Franklin County is expected to continue to grow
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show the county’s population at 62,000 residents. The county is

by 12% over the next 15 years, and by 2028 the population is estimated to be over 70,000 

It should be noted that the North Carolina Office of State and Budget Management (OSBM)

calculated these projections, in which they factor statistics including birth and death rates, migration 

These factors do not, however, take into account other sources for population 

changes, including unexpected economic factors that may suppress or facilitate growth.

ty, the OSBM’s projections are conservative compared to past growth trends, 12% over 

the next 15 years compared to 28% between 2000 and 2010. The recent economic recession 

growth across the country, including Franklin County. Between 2008 and 2012, the height of the 

, growth in Franklin County was just 4.1%, and averaged only 1.075% a year. In the five years 

prior to the recession, the county grew by 10.6% by an average of 2.4% a year. As the region continues 

it is anticipated that growth should improve and return to a number 

recession 2.4% a year. 

Franklin County is expected to continue to grow 

2018 2020 2022 2024

Franklin County Population Projections, 2014
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The county is expected to 

by 12% over the next 15 years, and by 2028 the population is estimated to be over 70,000 

It should be noted that the North Carolina Office of State and Budget Management (OSBM) 

ding birth and death rates, migration 

These factors do not, however, take into account other sources for population 

growth. As seen with 

ty, the OSBM’s projections are conservative compared to past growth trends, 12% over 

The recent economic recession hampered 

, the height of the 

In the five years 

As the region continues 

growth should improve and return to a number 

 

2026 2028

Franklin County Population Projections, 2014-2028
Source: North

Carolina Office of

State and Budget

Management
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In addition to an overall examination of population figures, a certain subsection of Franklin County 

residents should be studied. The post-World War II “baby boomer” generation (those born between 

1946 and 1964, who are currently 50-68 years old) is a significant unit of the overall population, 

accounting for 25% of all US citizens. In Franklin County during the 2010 census, they made up 10.5% of 

all residents. These residents, some of whom are currently retired or will retire within the next decade 

and a half, will create an influx of new job and housing opportunities while at the same time require 

government assistance in the form of Social Security and Medicare. The percentage of current county 

residents eligible for these programs is 5.9%, and by 2025, that number will nearly double. 

Housing 
With an influx of new residents, new home construction has increased as well. Between 2000 and 2010, 

over 5,000 new households were reported. The breakdown of household types shows increases across 

the board, as the number of families living in Franklin County increased. Average family size and 

household size did not significantly change over the previous decade. According to the US Census 

Bureau, “a family consists of a householder and one or more other people living in the same household 

who are related to the householder by birth, marriage, or adoption”. A household on the other hand, 

“includes all of the people who occupy a housing unit”.  This is not surprising, as the state as a whole 

saw little change in family and household size over the same period.  

 

Housing tenure has seen more of a change over the past ten years. As mentioned above, there were 

over 5,000 new household types reported in 2010, resulting in a total of 23,023 housing units in the 

county. Breaking that number down, there are over 17,000 units that are owned (free and clear or with 

a mortgage) and nearly 6,000 rentals. These are both increases from 2000, but rental units saw a larger 

percentage increase in that time, by almost 4%. Housing and the general population grew at a nearly 

identical rate, 29% (housing) and 28% (population) respectively.  

 
Figure 5 Overall, housing in Franklin County has grown 

When considering the projected growth in population over the next 15 years as mentioned above, we 

have to also analyze how housing will grow as well. In order to meet the expected demand, new home 

construction will need to grow by at least 12% as well over the next 15 years. Based on household size, 

more than 2,700 new housing units will need to be constructed to maintain the current housing market. 

77.8%

22.2%

Franklin County Housing, 2000

Owner Occupied

Renter Occupied

Source: US

Census Bureau

74%

26%

Franklin County Housing, 2010

Owner Occupied

Renter Occupied

Source: US

Census Bureau
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Education 
According to the US Census Bureau’s American Community Survey Five-Year Estimate, only 10% of 

county residents over the age of 25 have obtained a Bachelor’s degree, compared to 18% at the state 

level. However, more residents in the same age group in the county (34%) have completed high school 

than across the state (27%). As Franklin County continues to grow, it should be noted that residents 18-

24 years old have a higher completion rate at the high school level (36%). Looking at statistics for 

residents with completed Bachelor’s degrees can be misleading in this age group, as 18-24 year olds 

tend to still be working on finishing their degree. Residents in this age bracket for Franklin County have a 

3.3% completion rate for Bachelor degrees, compared to 16.6% of residents age 25-64. 

Economy 
It is important to look economic statistics after gaining a better understanding of how residents measure 

up from an educational standpoint. According to the North Carolina Department of Commerce, as of 

March 2014 (the latest data is available at the county level), Franklin County’s unemployment rate is 

6.0%. That number is below the current statewide unemployment rate (6.2%), and second lowest in the 

region only to Wake County (5.1%). The top ten employers in Franklin County range in industry and 

show a diverse landscape for residents; including manufacturing, government services, healthcare, 

education, and retail. In all, there are over 1,000 different employers offering more than 11,170 job 

opportunities in the County, shown in Figure 6. The average weekly wage for county residents is 

$681.00, lower than the state average of $816.00 by 16.5%. 

Rank Company Name Industry Employment Range 

1 Franklin County Board Of Education Education & Health Services 1000+ 

2 County Of Franklin Public Administration 500-999 

3 Novozymes North America Inc. Manufacturing 500-999 

4 Franklin Regional Medical Center Education & Health Services 250-499 

5 Dept. Of Public Safety Public Administration 100-249 

6 Wal-Mart Associates Inc. Trade, Transportation & Utilities 100-249 

7 Captive-Aire Systems Inc. Manufacturing 100-249 

8 Majestic Marble & Glass Co. Manufacturing 100-249 

9 Food Lion Trade, Transportation & Utilities 100-249 

10 Louisburg College Education & Health Services  100-249 

Figure 6 Top 10 Employers in Franklin County 

The median household income for Franklin County is $42,920, over $3,500 less than the state median. 

The median family income sits at $52,504, over $4,600 less than the rest of North Carolina families. 

Similar to population and housing numbers, the median household and family income numbers are 

larger in the southern portion of the county. In the six county area (Franklin, Granville, Nash, Vance, 

Wake, and Warren), Franklin County is behind three of them in both median family and household 

income (Wake, Granville, and Nash). 
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Seven of the eight census tracts in Franklin County saw increases in median family income, and the 

county overall saw an increase of $7,000 from 2000 to 2010 (Maps 9, 10). The tract in the center of the 

county (Louisburg) is the lone tract that decreased in median family income, at more than $2,200. All 

eight tracts saw an increase in median household income, by an average of $4,300 (Maps 11, 12). Figure 

7 shows the changes in median household and family income for each census tract in the county. 

Median Household Income Median Family Income 

Tract 2000 2010 Difference Tract 2000 2010 Difference 

NW Franklin Co. $30,236.00 $33,918.00 $3,682.00 NW Franklin Co. $35,948.00 $43,871.00 $7,923.00 

Centerville $30,893.00 $35,250.00 $4,357.00 Centerville $34,559.00 $44,667.00 $10,108.00 

Louisburg $34,121.00 $34,484.00 $363.00 Louisburg $44,274.00 $42,057.00 $2,217.00 

Franklinton $35,471.00 $42,352.00 $6,881.00 Franklinton $40,394.00 $47,650.00 $7,256.00 

Youngsville $48,133.00 $54,091.00 $5,958.00 Youngsville $51,577.00 $55,821.00 $4,244.00 

South Central 

Franklin Co. $43,076.00 $45,550.00 $2,474.00 

South Central 

Franklin Co. $50,089.00 $50,805.00 $716.00 

Lake Royale $41,045.00 $42,940.00 $1,895.00 Lake Royale $46,392.00 $61,292.00 $14,900.00 

Bunn $39,767.00 $48,568.00 $8,801.00 Bunn $45,089.00 $58,309.00 $13,220.00 

Average $37,842.75 $42,144.13 $4,301.38 Average $43,540.25 $50,559.00 $7,018.75 

Figure 7 Changes in Median Household and Family Income by Census Tract, 2000 to 2010 

The two sections of this analysis that are most dependent upon each other may be education and the 

economy. An individual’s educational success can lead to higher income and more stability. Based on 

educational attainment and income statistics for Franklin County, it appears residents are more likely 

now than a decade ago to finish high school, complete at least some college courses, and/or obtain a 

college degree. At the same time, the average income for families and households across the county has 

increased. County resident’s ability to succeed in school creates a more financially stable economy. 
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Map 9 Median Family Income at the Census Tract level, 2000

   

 Franklin County Planning Department

Median Family Income at the Census Tract level, 2000 
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Map 10 Median Family Income at the Census Tract level, 2010
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Median Family Income at the Census Tract level, 2010 
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Map 11 Median Household Income at the Census Tract level, 2000
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Median Household Income at the Census Tract level, 2000 
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Map 12  Median Household Income at the Census Tract level, 2010
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Median Household Income at the Census Tract level, 2010 
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Figure 

40 30 20

Population Pyramid for Franklin County, 2010
Figures 8 and 9 are 

Population Pyramids 

that illustrate the age 

distribution of county 

and state residents. 

Both figures share 

common trends, 

showing a large cohort 

of the Post World War II 

“baby boomer” 

generation (10.5% of 

the overall population) 

and slightly less 

residents under the age 

of 30. This trend is seen 

across the country, and 

is an indication of family 

structure in the region. 

As Franklin County 

continues to grow, look 

for the base of the 

pyramid to expand and 

the pyramid as a whole 

to stabilize, as birthrates 

increase and the “baby 

boomer” generation 

continues to age. 
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Figure 8 Population Pyramid showing age distribution in Franklin County
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Population Pyramid showing age distribution in Franklin County 
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Figure 9 Population Pyramid showing age distribution in North Carolina
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Population Pyramid for North Carolina, 2010
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Population Pyramid showing age distribution in North Carolina 
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Statistical Summary 

• As of 2010, Franklin County has a population of 60,619 residents, 13,359 more than in 2000. 

• The county grew by more than 28% during that decade. 

• Franklinton, Louisburg, and Youngsville all grew during that time. Bunn and Centerville saw 

slight decreases in population. 

• Of the counties that border Franklin, only Wake gained more residents. 

• 50.2% of county residents are female, 49.8% are male. 

• 67.4% of residents are White, 27.7% are African-American, and the remaining 7% are listed as 

Native American, Asian, Hispanic, or Other. 

• The median age for county residents is 39 years old. 

• The post-World War II “baby boomer” generation accounts for 10.5% of the 2010 population. 

• There are 23,023 occupied households in Franklin County, and 26,577 total housing unit. 

• The average family size is 3.04 people. 

• The average household size is 2.56 people. 

• The median household income is $42,920, an improvement of more than $4,301 from 2000 to 

2010 

• The median family income is $52,504, which was an increase of nearly $7,019 from 2000 to 

2010 

• 34% of county residents over the age of 25 have a high school degree, 9% have an associate’s 

degree, and 10% have a bachelor’s degree. 


