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FRANKLIN COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

 

May 14, 2013 

 

The Franklin County Planning Board held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, May 14, 2013 in the 

Franklin County Administration Building, Commissioners Meeting Room, 113 Market Street, Louisburg, 

North Carolina. 

 

Present: Mary Solomon, William Holden, Steve Mitchell, William Wallace, Robert Mann, Fannie 

Brown, Carolyn Paylor, Phillip Jeffreys, Ricky May and Ronnie Pearce. 

Absent: Richard Hoyle, Steve Buescher, Mark McArn, and John Sledge. 

Staff:  Scott Hammerbacher, Donna Wood, and Jason Rogers. 

 

Vice Chairman William Wallace called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.; and welcomed everyone in 

attendance.  Steve Mitchell gave the invocation.  Mary Solomon made a motion, seconded by William 

Holden to approve the minutes from the February 13, 2013 meeting.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

1. Subdivision Approval:  Country Club Farms, Phase VI, 7 lots on 15.21 acres located off Williams 

White Road (SR 1730) in the R-40 Zoning District in the Dunn Township. 

 

Ms. Wood stated that a preliminary plan has been submitted for Country Club Farms 

Subdivision, Phase VI.  Country Club Farms is located off of Williams White Road (State Road 

1730) in Dunn Township in the R-40 Zoning District.  The preliminary plan is for the subdivision 

of an approximately 15.21 acre tract into 7 lots.  The subdivision is designed to be served by 

private wells and septic systems.      

 

William Holden made a motion to approve as presented with the conditions outlined in the 

communiqué, seconded by Mary Solomon.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

2. Request for Special Use Permit to operate a nature park/retreat by Harry Beres on 10 acres 

located on Fleming Road (SR 1132) in the Mixed Use (MU) Zoning District in the Youngsville 

Township. 

 

Mr. Hammerbacher stated Harry Beres is requesting a Special Use Permit to operate a nature 

park/retreat named Tree to Tree (T2T) on a 10 acre parcel located on Fleming Road (State Road 

1132) in Youngsville Township.  Tree to Tree offers team building exercises for companies, youth 

groups, schools, churches, boy and girl scouts, and other civic groups in an eco-friendly, natural, 

outdoor setting. The nature park/retreat is being applied for under Conference Center/Retreat 

Facilities which is a special use in the Mixed Use (MU) District.   

 

He also stated that the applicant intends to operate a nature park/retreat that includes nature 

trails, an area for meetings/picnics, and a zipline course.  The applicant states the park 

operations are eco-friendly and low impact, and they will construct temporary open structures 

for use in team building activities, with no permanent structures on site.  No mechanical devices 

or amplified sounds, music, or lighting will be used, and the property shall be maintained as a 

rugged, natural, wooded environment.  The applicant further states that the property is 

currently wooded with mature forest and will be maintained as such, and any walkways or trails 

will be environmentally sustainable and located within the central part of the property.  T2T 
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operates daylight hours with typically 40 participants spread out over the 6 – 8 acre interior 

portion of the park.  They state the secluded nature of the terrain and heavy forest prevent any 

adverse impacts to or from any adjoining properties.  The applicant has provided a site plan 

depicting the proposed zipline course, welcome center, and parking area.   

 

Mr. Beres of Gaston Oregon said Tree to Tree is a Nature Park in Gaston Oregon.  He stated 

team building, school groups, and work groups were the main customers his park would be 

focused on. There will not be any ATV’s or loud speakers on the property. Mr. Beres said there 

would be no permanent structures on the property other than restroom facilities. He said the 

focus of their business would be low impact on land use and the environment.  He said he hopes 

to bring revenue to the local economy, restaurants, and business. It will be a small family run 

business.  

 

Ms. Laree Lewis (428 Fleming Rd.) asked Mr. Beres how many parking spaces are you proposing? 

 

Mr. Beres stated 48 parking spaces. 

 

Mr. Laree Lewis (428 Fleming Rd.) Did you put the park in a residential area in Oregon? 

 

Mr. Beres said Yes, on all four sides there are residential neighbors. We don’t have a lot of noise. 

 

Steve Mitchell asked how many people are at the facility at one time. 

 

Mr. Beres said fifty (50) people at one time would be full capacity. 

 

Caroll Joyner (394 Fleming Rd.) said people will want restrooms out there not porta johns. I live 

less than 1/10th of a mile from this site and I have a lot of money invested in my property. 

 

Laree Lewis (428 Fleming Rd.)  stated since there are only two exits on Fleming Rd.,what do you 

think is going to happen with traffic patterns with an additional 48 cars? 

 

Mr. Beres said that the 48 additional cars would be on site for two hours and by reservation 

only. 

 

Kevin Potter (340 Dream Catcher) asked is this the same business model as the Tree to Tree 

operation in Oregon? 

 

Mr. Beres replied yes, but on a smaller scale. 

 

Kevin Potter asked how do I gain admission to the park? 

 

Mr. Beres replied you pay $45 per person. Youth groups are by package deal. 

 

Kevin Potter asked if you have to pay to use the nature trails? 

 

Ms. Beres said no we do not charge anyone to walk the nature trails. 

 

Kevin Potter asked will you shut down during the winter? 
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Mr. Beres said yes we shut down during the winter. We typically shut the business down from 

Thanksgiving until the end of March. 

 

Gary Thiede (99 Fleming Rd.) asked if the parking lot would be paved or gravel? 

 

Mr. Beres said he would do whatever the County required for the parking lot surface. 

 

Brenda Joyner (394 Fleming Rd.) asked if everything would be done by reservation only? 

 

Mr. Beres said yes, everything is by reservation only. 

 

Brenda Joyner (394 Fleming Rd.) asked where will you store your equipment? 

 

Mr. Beres stated he would store his equipment in a mobile unit so he can transport it away from 

the site.  He said he did not want the expensive equipment to be stolen or vandalized. 

 

Gary Thiede stated that he bought the property next door with the vision to build his 

dream/retirement home.   

 

George Halsey state he had a petition signed by 96 residents that are against the park.  He 

sighted traffic concerns, groundwater concerns, and noise concerns. 

 

William Jackson (515 Dreamcatcher) stated the run-off property ends up in Hidden Lake. He said 

that thirty feet (30’) off the road the land drops dramatically.  He argued it would be impossible 

to get a parking lot on the property. He also stated that there are a lot of wetlands on the 

property. 

 

Steve Mitchell asked Mr. Beres was there any particular reason why he liked this piece of 

property so much. 

 

Mr. Beres responded yes, the tree’s are very beautiful.  The beauty of the property is the 

ravines, and beautiful large trees.  He said there would be no trouble accommodating a parking 

lot on the property. 

 

Ronnie Pearce made a motion, seconded by William Holden to recommend approval of the 

Special Use Permit Request. The motion did not pass with a 4-5 vote. Phillip Jeffrey’s abstained 

from voting. 

 

3. Request for Special Use Permit for a Dog Agility Arena by Michele & Greg Godlevski on 10.05 

acres located at 195 Robbins Road (SR 1714) in the R-30 Residential (R-30) Zoning District in the 

Harris Township. 

 

Mr Hammerbacher stated Michele & Greg Godlevski are requesting a Special Use Permit for a 

dog agility arena on a 10.05 acre parcel located on Robbins Road (State Road 1714) in Harris 

Township.  The applicant plans to erect an open-sides steel arena (100’ x 120’) with sprint turf 

surface specifically for the sport of dog agility.     
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The applicants intend to operate a dog agility arena on a 10.05 acre parcel located on Robbins 

Road (State Road 1714) in Harris Township.  Dog agility classes will be held weekdays, year-

round except holidays and competitions (13 weekends per year, mostly spring and fall).  The 

applicant plans to erect an open-sides steel arena (100’ x 120’) with spring turf surface 

specifically for the sport of dog agility.  Event will be sanctioned by the American Kennel Club, 

the United States Dog Agility Association, and Canine Performance Events.  The applicant states 

the use of the site encourages responsible dog ownership and obedience-trained dogs.  All dogs 

participating must be vaccinated and kept on leash unless within a fully fenced area.  Owners 

are required to pick up and dispose of waste in designated containers.  The applicant further 

states that the arena will be built behind the front plane of the house on the property, with a 3 

acre buffer behind it of wooded land, as well as full tree buffers on either side of the property, 

and additional tree barriers at the road frontage and at the face of the arena.  The arena will not 

be visible from the road.  There is a tree barrier between the property and the next door 

neighbor.  The arena will be fully fenced, and the entire site is also fully fenced.  Hours of 

operation during the week are 9 am – 9 pm.  Hours of operation on the weekends are 8 am – 7 

pm.  Cars arrive on a staggered schedule due to the nature of events, and neighbors are 

welcome to attend as both spectators and participants.  The applicant plans to install ADA 

compliant bathrooms and have a Disaster & Emergency plan in place and posted on site.  The 

application states the addition of a covered arena will not be an “expansion” but rather an 

“improvement” of the current ring from uncovered to covered.  Since they currently hold events 

in two outdoor uncovered arenas, it is likely the number of participants will actually decrease 

with only one covered arena.   

 

Steve Mitchell asked Mr. Hammerbacher if the applicant has been operating a business at this 

location. 

 

Mr. Hammerbacher said yes, they have been in operation for a long time. They are just planning 

to expand. 

 

Steve Mitchell asked if there has been any opposition to the existing operation.  

 

Mr. Hammerbacher said not the he is aware of. 

 

Mr. Steve McFarlane represented the applicants.  He stated the principal of the operation is to 

show how dogs respond to commands.  It encourages responsible dog ownership. He said the 

activities have been going on for a considerable number of years.  He further stated the 

operation is currently open air, but the applicants are proposing a covered arena in the 

application. He pointed out that the neighbors were in attendance in favor or the petition.  He 

also stated that the property was well buffered. 

 

Carolyn Paylor asked is it a covering without walls? 

 

Mr. McFarlane said yes, similar to a picnic structure, just larger. 

 

Steve Mitchell made a motion, seconded by Mary Solomon to recommend approval of the 

Special Use Permit request.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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#3. Other Business/Reports/Discussion 

A.) Bylaws 

 

Mr. Hammerbacher stated that he had some proposed changes to the bylaws. 

 

Mr. William Wallace said that the changes made would allow the Planning Board to conduct 

meeting with five (5) members rather than eight (8) members. He stated that amending the 

bylaws would allow for a smaller quorum making it easier to conduct business in the event there 

are several absences. 

 

Mary Solomon asked if a quorum would be five (5)? 

 

Mr. Wallace said yes if the changes proposed are approved. 

 

Mr. Hammerbacher stated that a portion of Section C would need to be removed.  “If the 

Secretary, is unable to attend a meeting, the Chariman shall appoint an acting Secretary who 

shall take and prepare the minutes.  County personnel may assist in carrying out the Secretary’s 

duties.” 

 

Mary Solomon made a motion, seconded by Carolyn Paylor to recommend approval of the 

changes to the bylaws. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

B.) Other Business/Reports/Discussion 

 

Scott Hammerbacher informed the Board that permit activity is exceeding what Staff had 

projected. Over the last three years there has been an upward trend. He also stated that the 

office had received a $570,000 in grants for low income housing projects. 

 

Mr. Wallace asked that all members make sure their contact information was correct, and 

update any information with Staff members. 

 

   

With there being no further business before the Planning Board, Chairman Wallace adjourned the 

meeting at 8:30 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________  ___________________________________ 

William Wallace – Chairman    Tammy Davis – Clerk 

Franklin County Planning Board    Franklin County Planning Board 

 


