
1 
 

MINUTES FOR THE FRANKLIN COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 
 

January 12, 2010 
 

The Franklin County Planning Board held its regular monthly meeting on Tuesday, January 12, 2010 at 
the Franklin county Administration Building, Commissioners Meeting Room, 113 Market Street, 
Louisburg, North Carolina. 
 
Present: Willie Bartholomew, William Wallace, Henry Nelms, Robert VanGraffeiland, William 

Holden, Mark McArn, Richard Hoyle and Fannie Brown. 
Absent: Ronnie Pearce, Robert Mann, Mary Solomon, Ricky Mann, Melvin Cheaves and Phillip 

Jeffreys. 
Staff: Tammy Davis, Scott Hammerbacher and Jason Rogers. 
 
Chairman Henry Nelms called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.; and welcomed everyone in attendance. 
William Wallace gave the invocation. 
 
Agenda Items: 
#1.   Election of Officers 
 
Robert VanGraffeiland made a motion, seconded by William Wallace to elect Henry Nelms to serve as 
Chairman.  The motion passed unanimously.  Robert VanGraffeiland made a motion, seconded by 
William Wallace to elect Willie Bartholomew as Vice Chairman.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Robert VanGraffeiland made a motion, seconded by William Wallace to elect Tammy Davis to serve as 
Clerk.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
#2.   UDO Text Amendment:  Section 26-8 
 
Jason Rogers stated the proposed amendment would provide consistency with existing North Carolina 
law.  He explained that North Carolina law states that the applicant must notify the property owner in 
third party rezoning cases to the Board of Commissioners.  He stated Planning Staff feels that the 
proposed amendment is necessary in order to be consistent with current North Carolina law.  He stated 
the county would still be required to notify all adjoining property owners as well as the property owner.  
He stated the amendment places the burden on the applicant to notify the owner of the subject parcel 
of the rezoning petition. 
 
Robert VanGraffeiland wanted to clarify that staff would still continue to notify adjoining property 
owners.  Scott Hammerbacher stated staff would have to certify that the notifications were done.  
Robert VanGraffeiland made a motion, seconded by Willie Bartholomew to recommend approval of the 
proposed text amendment.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
#3.   UDO Text Amendment:  Amend UDO to incorporate policies outlined within the Franklin County    
        Airport-Triangle North Franklin Small Area Plan. 
 
Jason Rogers stated in February 2008, the Franklin County Board of Commissioners adopted the Franklin 
County Airport-Triangle North Franklin Small Area Plan.  He stated the intent of these policies is to 
protect the County’s investment in the airport, water and sewer infrastructure, economic development, 
and transportation infrastructure. 
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Robert VanGraffeiland made a motion, seconded by Fannie Brown to recommend approval of the 
proposed text amendment.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
#4.   UDO Text Amendment:  Amend UDO to become fully compliant and to maintain with State Water 
Supply Watershed Regulations. 
 
Jason Rogers stated the North Carolina Division of Water Quality (DWQ) conducted and audited Franklin 
County’s water supply watershed protection program on September 15, 2009.  He stated the purpose of 
the audit was to evaluate compliance with NC General Statutes which requires local governments having 
land jurisdiction within a water supply watershed adopt and implement land use ordinances.  He stated 
the ordinances must meet the minimum requirements of the Environmental Management Commission’s 
(EMC) rules.  He stated failure by a local government to properly administer its ordinance can result in 
assumption of the local program by the EMC and civil penalties.  He stated the proposed amendments 
would need to be reviewed and accepted by the NC Division of Water Quality before any changes can be 
officially made to this section.  He stated Watershed III needed to be removed since it doesn’t exist any 
longer. 
 
Robert VanGraffeiland made a motion, seconded by William Holden to recommend approval of the 
proposed amendment subject to DWQ’s approval and any minor changes that DWQ deems fit.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
#5.   UDO Text Amendment:  Accessory Structures Regulations 
 
Jason Rogers stated that in May 2009, the Board of Adjustment recommended to the Planning Board to 
allow for some flexibility for accessory buildings on corner lots due to the number of variance requests.  
He stated over the past two years there have been five variance requests of this nature have been 
granted.  He stated the Board of Adjustment is recommending that the Planning Board consider 
recommending to the Commissioners amend current regulations to allow for an accessory structure to 
be placed past the front and corner façade of the principal structure provided that the accessory 
structure does not exceed six hundred square feet in size, does not exceed the height of the principal 
structure, and is no closer that the required front setback of the underlying zoning district.  He stated 
staff has discovered some inconsistency within Section 6-1 (Table of Permitted Uses) and Section 6-2 
(Notes to the Table of Permitted Uses).  He stated the Table of Permitted Uses did not list accessory 
structures as a permitted use in the R-1, PUD, NB, RB, HB, TND, O/I, CON-D and GB zoning districts while 
Section 6-2, Note 4 states that accessory structures are permitted in any zoning district. 
 
William Wallace stated he feels that the current regulations are sufficient except for the inconsistency 
within Sections 6-1 and 6-2.  He stated he feels if you amend the current regulations that it would only 
create problems, not solve any.  He stated five variance requests in two years don’t support the 
proposed amendment.   
 
Robert VanGraffeiland made a motion, seconded by Willie Bartholomew to recommend the proposed 
change regarding Section 6-1 and 6-2 (Table of Permitted Use) but leave the other regulations as they 
are currently listed in the UDO.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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#6.   Other Business/Reports/Discussion 
A.)  Department Report 
B.) Other Business/Reports/Discussion 

 
 
 
With there being no further business before the Planning Board, Chairman Nelms adjourned the 
meeting at 7:50 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Henry Nelms – Chairman    Tammy Davis – Clerk 
Franklin County Planning    Franklin County Planning 
 

 
 
 
 
 


