
No 

EEP sends a denial letter to 
the applicant.  Applicant 

must find other alternatives 
to satisfy nutrient 

requirements. 

Applicant checks 
availability of credits 

from private 
mitigation banks in 
the Service Area2. 

Are offset 
credits 

available 
from private 

banks? 

Nutrient treatment 
requirements for 

the project are 
satisfied. 

Yes 

No 

Submit nutrient 
offset credit request 

to NC EEP 

Are offsets 
needed to 

meet nutrient 
loading rate 

targets? 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Does EEP 
approve 

the 
request? 

Yes 

No 

Start Process 

Applicant pays the 
offset credit provider 
and receives a receipt 

for nutrient credit 
purchased. 

Applicant provides local gov’t a 
copy of payment receipt 

demonstrating fulfillment of 
nutrient reduction requirements 

from the project. 

Local gov’t reviews the project and 
verifies that the applicant can seek 

offset credits.  If approved, local gov’t 
provides a verification letter to the 
developer authorizing them to seek 

offset credits. 

1Forms, contact information, nutrient accounting tools, maps, and links to 
nutrient offset rules can be found online at 
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/wq/ps/nps/nutrientoffsetintro 

2Information on the availability of private nutrient banks can be found at: 
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/wq/swp/ws/401/certsandpermits/mitigation. 

Nutrient Offset Payment Process for Non-governmental Applicants (9/12/2012) 

Developer  compares  
loading rates from 

project and with loading 
rate targets and offsite 

nutrient  loading 
thresholds.   

Does 
developer 
meet  the 

offsite  
nutrient load 
thresholds? 

Revise the stormwater 
plan. 

Applicant must 
purchase credits from  

a private bank. 

Local Government  
approves applicant’s 
nutrient controls on 

stormwater. 

End Process 

Definitions 
Service Area – Area within which the offset provider – NCEEP or a 
private bank - is allowed to accept offset payments.  Typically an 
8-digit Cataloguing Unit (CU) identified by the USGS.  In Jordan and 
Falls watersheds, however, it is a sub-area of the CU. 
Non-governmental – As defined by SL 2011-343, applicants other 
than State or Federal entities 

Is the 
Project in 

the Jordan 
Lake 

Watershed 

Yes 

No 

Apply the delivered 
load to Lake 

percentages to the 
reductions needed 

at the project site1. 

Developer completes 
Nutrient Reporting Form1 

to characterize their 
project and submits it to 
the local gov’t for review. 

Developer drafts 
stormwater plan for the 
project and calculates 
nutrient loading from 

the site1. 

http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/wq/ps/nps/nutrientoffsetintro
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/wq/swp/ws/401/certsandpermits/mitigation

