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Franklin County Environmental Health
107 Industrial Drive, Suite C

Louisburg, NC  27549

919-496-8100
www.franklincountync.us
Important Information for Franklin County Residents Who Obtain Drinking Water from a Private Well

There have been recent concerns about uranium levels exceeding US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recommended limits in drinking water wells in Franklin County. The area that is of main concern is underlain with the Rolesville Granite bedrock, which covers a sizeable portion of Franklin County. 

What is uranium?

Uranium is a naturally occurring, slightly radioactive element. It is common in the environment and can be found in the soil, air and water. 

How does uranium get into well water?

Uranium can be found throughout the environment. Many wells even outside the affected area will have trace amounts of uranium present. If your well is constructed into a rock formation that contains higher amounts of uranium, the water produced by the well will likely have higher amounts of uranium present.

What are the health effects from ingesting uranium in drinking water?

The estimated health risk from exposure to low levels of uranium is small. Elevated levels of uranium in drinking water may pose a health risk when the water is used for drinking and cooking over many years. Skin contact with water containing uranium does not constitute a health risk. Most uranium passes through the body with only a small amount being absorbed. Kidney function and a slightly increased risk of cancer are the primary concerns with absorbed uranium.

Infants and young children are the population most at risk for adverse health effects from repeated exposure to uranium in drinking water. Because of their bodyweight and developing systems, damage can occur if exposed to elevated levels of uranium during critical growth stages. Therefore, pregnant and nursing women, women who may become pregnant, infants and small children should avoid consuming large quantities of drinking water with elevated uranium levels for an extended period of time. 

Is my water safe?

The EPA recommended limit for Uranium in drinking water is 30 mg/L.  The recommended limit for Gross Alpha particles (a test associated with uranium) is 15pCi/L. The only way to know if your water is within safe limits is to have your water tested.

How do I get my water tested?

Contact Franklin County Environmental Health at (919) 496-8100 to get details concerning the testing procedure and pricing.  

If my water is above recommended limits, what do I do? 

Water treatment units are available that remove uranium from drinking water. Contact a water treatment professional to determine what type of treatment unit will work best for you.
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