
FRANKLIN COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

 

Thursday, May 3, 2012 

 

Minutes 

 

 

The Franklin County Economic Development Commission was called to order at 8:00 a.m. by 

Chairman Mark McArn on May 3, 2012 at the Louisburg Training Center.   

  

In attendance were:  Mark McArn, Bob Sykes, Richie Duncan (Existing Industry Coordinator-Franklin 

County EDC), Lori Duke (Administrative Support Specialist-Franklin County EDC), Bobbie Jo May 

(Dean of Franklin Co. Campus-VGCC), David Williams (Committee of 100), Charles Mitchell (County 

Extension Director-Cooperative Extension), Tom Lundquist (Fence Pros of NC), Gary Cunard (The 

Franklin Times).  Absent from the meeting were:  Mike Leonard, Leelan Woodlief, Matthew Winslow, 

Larry Woodlief, Scott Hammerbacher (Director-Planning & Inspections), Elic Senter (Mayor of 

Franklinton), Bryce Mendenhall (Public Utilities Director), Angela Harris (County Manager), Joe Jones 

(Chairman-Chamber of Commerce), Ronnie Goswick (Director-Franklin County EDC), Don Lancaster 

(County Commissioner), Shane Mitchell (County Commissioner), Michael Schriver, Karl Pernell 

(Mayor of Louisburg), Margaret Nelms (Mayor of Centerville), Marsha Strawbridge (Mayor of Bunn), 

Sam Hardwick (Mayor of Youngsville), Steve Merritt (Airport Mgr.-Triangle North Executive Airport), 

Glen Bradley (NC House Representative), and Doug Berger (NC Senator). 

 

The second item on the agenda was the review and approval of the minutes from the March 8, 2012 

meeting.  David Williams made a motion to approve the minutes as read, with Commissioner Bob 

Sykes seconding. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

The third item on the agenda was selection of a nominating committee for election of officers by 

Chairman McArn.  Chairman McArn said Ronnie Goswick will work with Don Lancaster and Leelan 

Woodlief, and the nominees will be presented at the next meeting. 

 

The fourth item on the agenda was the economic development update by Richie Duncan. Mrs. 

Duncan thanked the Franklin Times for their coverage on construction of the access road at Triangle 

North Franklin.  The culvert has been put in place, which was installed by Stay-Right Precast, and the 

road construction is progressing nicely.  Mrs. Duncan said the road construction is ahead of schedule 

in terms of completion.   

 

The former cotton mill in Franklinton has been purchased by “InterTech Technologies”, who plan to 

utilize the building as warehouse and office space.  They specialize in audio/video technology design 

and installation, and will start with 15 employees.  The first thing they plan to do is to clean up the 

area behind the property, which has several dilapidated buildings. They will dismantle the buildings 

and refurbish the bricks for use on the façade at the front of the building.   

 

“A+ Urgent Care and Sports Medicine” has opened on Main Street in Youngsville, as well as 

“Youngsville Wine & Beer” and “Full Circle @ the Bottling Works”.   

 

Mrs. Duncan said renovations are continuing on the former “City Service Station” building in 

Franklinton, which is being converted into a bar and grill.  Also, an internet café will be locating in the 

former “Philling Station” space on Main Street. 



In Bunn, the solar farm is moving ahead with its location beside the prison.  Mrs. Duncan said “O2 

Energies” is extending an invitation to anyone who would like to attend an educational meeting, 

which is being held on May 14
th

 at 2:00 pm in the multipurpose room at the VGCC campus in 

Louisburg.  The purpose of this meeting is to discuss the NC solar industry and the plans for the solar 

project in Bunn.  Bobbie Jo May said what VGCC will be doing is getting more information on what 

their job needs are, and to provide our students and others in the community with the opportunity 

to come out and meet the company.   

 

The fifth item on the agenda was the “2012 State of the Research Triangle Region” event.  Richie 

Duncan said this event is being held on May 24
th

 at the Sheraton Imperial from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 

a.m.   If anyone is interested in attending, please let her or Lori Duke know.  

 

The sixth item on the agenda was discussion of incentive policy revisions by Richie Duncan.  Mrs. 

Duncan said when the EDC went before the County Commissioners seeking approval for an incentive 

for K-Flex and Smith-Packett, the Commissioners asked that we revise the policy to clearly state 

about job retention and to have some kind of claw back in the policy.  While these have always been 

a component of the policy, the proposed resolution more clearly spells out how these two (2) 

objectives will be met.  Regarding the job creation and retention requirements - #7, Item D – on the 

proposed new resolution, specifies the new paperwork that will be required by the company to 

verify job creation and retention. Companies will now have to supply copies of the NCUI 101 form on 

an annual basis for verification of jobs.  Additionally, there will now be a claw back required by the 

company should the required number of jobs either created or retained not be met.  Again, this is at 

the request of the County Commissioners, so that job retention is clearly explained and to have a 

paper trail that matches with the Division of Workforce Solutions (formerly Employment Security 

Commission).  Mrs. Duncan said the rewritten resolution has been reviewed and approved by the 

County Attorney, Pete Tomlinson.  Mrs. Duncan said we are asking for a motion to endorse these 

changes from the EDC board.  David Williams made the motion that the EDC approve these changes 

and that they be presented to the County Commissioners at their May 7
th

 board meeting for their 

review and approval.  Commissioner Sykes seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.    

 

In other business: 

 

• Richie Duncan said Bernard Hall will go before the County Commissioners at the May 7
th

 

meeting to give an update on the status of the YouthBuild grant being pursued to facilitate a 

Franklin County location.  The County is being asked to provide support and an in-kind 

contribution to assist with the required grant match.  YouthBuild is a program, which 

addresses several core issues facing low-income communities:  affordable housing, education, 

employment, crime prevention and leadership development.  The target populations for 

YouthBuild are high school dropouts, who may also be adjudicated youth, youth aging out of 

foster care, youth with disabilities and other at-risk youth populations.  Mrs. Duncan said we 

have been asked by Mr. Hall to have the EDC board endorse a letter, which will be signed by 

Chairman McArn, and says that the EDC board is supportive of the initiative to bring a 

YouthBuild program to the County. David Williams motioned that the EDC board endorse the 

YouthBuild program.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Sykes.  The motion passed, 

with Bobbie Jo May voting “no”.   Mrs. May said that she had some questions about the 

program, and didn’t feel she could endorse the program until she has all the answers to her 

questions. Specifically, she said that VGCC already offers a GED program, so she has questions 

about who will be funding this program.  Gary Cunard said he’s sat through three (3) 

presentations on this program, and this is a project for which Bernard Hall has worked with in 



Nash County for a number of years.  Although it does provide for youth to get their GEDs, the 

main thing is that these young people obtain skills in Math, construction, etc.  Mr. Cunard 

said his understanding is that the majority of these people already have their high school 

diplomas, but are lacking certain skills.   

• Richie Duncan said the activity level in the EDC office for projects has been steady.  Ronnie 

Goswick is on a recruiting trip to California this week, which is being funded by Triangle 

North.   

• Richie Duncan said she and John Faulkner (Franklin Co. Solid Waste) met with representatives 

from K-Flex recently about reducing their waste product.  Mrs. Duncan said there is a free 

service, which is available through Triangle J, and the goal is to get K-Flex’s waste product to 

other companies who can use it. 

 

With there being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 a.m. 


