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March 1, 2010
The Board of Commissioners of Franklin County, North Carolina, met for its Regular
Meeting at 7:00 P.M. in the Commissioner’s Conference Room located in the County
Administration Building with the following Commissioners present: Chair Penny
McGhee-Young, Vice-Chairman Sidney E. Dunston, Robert L. Swanson, Donald C.
Lancaster, Harry L. Foy, Jr. and David T. Bunn. Commissioner E. Shane Mitchell was
absent.
Chair McGhee-Young acknowledged Girl Scout Troops 769 and 961 and asked them to
lead the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance. Following the pledge, Chair McGhee-Young
asked the Board to remove Item 1-F from the consent agenda for individual
consideration. Commissioner Lancaster made the motion to remove Item 1-F from the
consent agenda, seconded by Commissioner Swanson. The motion duly carried with all
present voting “AYE.”
Chair McGhee-Young then read aloud the 2010 Girl Scout Week Proclamation.
Commissioner Foy made the motion to approve the proclamation, seconded by
Commissioner Bunn. The motion duly carried with all present voting “AYE.”

Chair McGhee-Young asked the Board to consider adding an item to the agenda
regarding a closed session pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11 (a) (3) to consult with an
attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve the attorney-client
privilege between the attorney and the public body, which privilege is hereby
acknowledged. Commissioner Dunston made the motion to add the item, seconded by
Commissioner Swanson. The motion duly carried with all present voting “AYE.” The
item will be entertained at the end of the Board’s agenda.
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Chair McGhee-Young asked the Board to consider approval of the remaining items on
the consent agenda.
Commissioner Lancaster made the motion to approve the consent agenda, seconded
by Commissioner Dunston. The motion duly carried with all present voting “AYE.” The
items approved are as follows:
1.

CONSENT AGENDA
A. February 8, 2010 Minutes
B. February 15, 2010 Minutes
C. Request for addition of Falcon Crest Lane and Dynasty Drive (Falcon Crest
Subdivision) to the State Maintained Secondary Road System.
D. Resolution in Support of Haitian Relief
E. Resolution on Continuation of the VWGF Resource Center
F. 2010 Girl Scout Week Proclamation
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2.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

This was the time set aside by the Board of Commissioners to allow individuals five
minutes to address the Board on issues concerning the county. No comments were
made.
3.

RABIES CONTROL – POLICY AND ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES

Dr. Chris Szwagiel, Health Director, Graham Stallings, Animal Control Director, and
Elizabeth McAllister, Public Health Educator offered a presentation involving the review
of the county ordinance and State Statute related to the policies of rabies vaccinations
including violations, fees, and the procedures for enforcement of state laws. The
presentation follows.
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Mr. Stallings stated there are plans to work with the County Attorney to revise the
existing Animal Control Ordinance as it pertains to civil and criminal penalties for
violating rabies regulations. He said the revised ordinance would be brought back
before the Board for consideration. He also stated he would like the Board to consider
implementing a non-compliance fee similar to that of other North Carolina counties. Mr.
Stallings said the fees vary from $50 to $200 in some areas. He said the local Animal
Advisory Board recommended a $100 fine along with an opportunity for the pet owner to
correct the violation and avoid penalty. Upon a decision on non-compliance fees and
alterations to the ordinance, Mr. Stallings said a 90-day education and public outreach
effort is planned as suggested by the Animal Advisory Committee.
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No action was taken at this time.
4.

HEALTH CARE INITIATIVE GRANT REQUEST FOR LOUISBURG GARDENS

The Rural Center is accepting applications for funding to assist rural health care
facilities. Approval is being sought in order to submit an application on behalf of
Louisburg Gardens. The funds will be used to assist with the construction costs to
transition a portion of their current facility to an Alzheimer’s unit. Richie Duncan, Existing
Industry Coordinator, offered the following PowerPoint presentation.
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During the presentation, Mrs. Duncan stated the County’s match would be $3600. The
County’s match would be allocated for administrative fees for the Council of
Government for a performance assessment and administration of the grant. Mrs.
Duncan said she is asking for the ability to apply for the grant which would then enter
into a competitive review process. Mrs. Duncan commented that if approved, the
Alzheimer’s Unit would be the first of its kind in Franklin County.
Commissioner Dunston made the motion to proceed with the Rural Center Health Care
Initiative Grant application and commitment of funds, seconded by Commissioner
Swanson. The motion duly carried with all present voting “AYE.”
5.

UPDATE: STRATEGY
BROADBAND

FOR

ROUND

TWO

STIMULUS

FUNDS

FOR

The Franklin County Broadband team and Excelsio have been involved in ongoing work
sessions and negotiations with CenturyLink and others to outline and determine the
best strategic approach for the County regarding Broadband Stimulus funds. The Board
was given an update on work thus far and was initially asked to adopt a resolution of
support for CenturyLink’s Last Mile Application. The Board was also asked to draft a
letter of support for Microelectronics Center of North Carolina’s (MCNC) Middle Mile
Application. At the time of the meeting, however, Richie Duncan, Existing Industry
Coordinator and member of the Franklin County Broadband team, announced a change
in request. She said CenturyLink’s strategy continues to evolve and said the company’s
approach had in fact changed earlier in the day, therefore the team requested to
eliminate any discussions about CenturyLink. Mrs. Duncan stated the group would no
longer ask for a letter of support for MCNC but rather for a resolution of support.
Initially, Franklin County was either going to file a standalone application or be part of a
larger, regional initiative. Strategies changed dramatically among participants in North
Carolina since original discussions. Today, the Regional Initiative, which would have
been filed with Kenan Institute as the applicant, has now become even larger and is a
fifty county initiative supported by Kenan Institute, but with MCNC as the applicant.
March 1, 2010 Minutes

2004
According to Mrs. Duncan, participation in this initiative provides Franklin County the
maximum opportunity for Middle Mile funding which will benefit Franklin. Mrs. Duncan
stated the team does not recommend moving forward with a single county effort. The
Broadband team in conjunction with advisement from Excelsio, no longer recommend a
standalone strategy. On behalf of the Broadband team, she asked the Board to approve
a resolution of support for the MCNC plan and have Franklin become a part of a much
larger initiative.
Commissioner Lancaster made a motion to approve a resolution of support for MCNC’s
Statewide initiative, seconded by Commissioner Dunston. The motion duly carried with
all present voting “AYE.”

The following PowerPoint presentation was offered by Mrs. Duncan and Franklin
County’s Information Technology Director Coy Floyd who is also a member of the
Broadband team.
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At the close of the presentation, Chair McGhee-Young formally recognized the
attendance of Representative Lucy T. Allen, a supporter of Franklin County and
MCNC’s broadband plan. Also in attendance was Excelsio representative Mr. Karl
Edwards.
6.

SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT REPORT

John Faulkner, Solid Waste Director, provided an update on Solid Waste Management.
His presentation follows.
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Following Mr. Faulkner’s presentation, he stated the downturn in the economy has
brought about an increase in recycling and a decrease in the amount of trash being
collected. He stated he would like to see convenience centers open five days per week
rather than four which is the current schedule. He would prefer convenience centers reopen on Tuesdays but remain closed on Thursdays as a weekly repair day.
Commissioner McGhee-Young said she receives many citizen inquires regarding Solid
Waste and stated one of her concerns involved traffic safety at convenience centers.
She also mentioned citizen’s concerns regarding the recycling of plastics. Mr. Faulkner
stated he hoped to address some of those concerns in the upcoming budget process.
He said due to the increased amounts of recycled materials received, full containers will
need to be hauled to the market more frequently to ensure containers remain empty. He
said full recycling containers can be emptied daily if needed. Commissioner Foy
suggested the County petition the Department of Transportation for turn lanes at
convenience centers on Park Avenue in Youngsville and on Old U.S. 64 Highway in
Pilot. A letter will be written to the Department of Transportation asking for a review of
both sites for turn lanes.
No formal action was taken or needed following the update.
7.

OTHER BUSINESS
 Early College High School Planning: Commissioner McGhee-Young stated a
recent meeting was held to discuss moving forward with options to house
students involved in the Early College High School program. She stated
several options were discussed that will now be examined by the School
Board before being formally presented for action by the Board of
Commissioners.

8.

BOARD, MANAGER AND CLERK’S COMMENTS

This was the time set aside for the Board of County Commissioners, the County
Manager, and the Clerk to the Board to report on various activities. The Board may also
discuss other items of interest.
County Clerk Kristen King: Mrs. King informed the Board it will receive its annual
update from the Department of Social Services on April 19, 2010 beginning at 5:30 P.M.
prior to its regular board meeting. Mrs. King also invited the Board to the United Way
Campaign Celebration scheduled for March 18, 2010 at 8:00 A.M. at the Louisburg
College Auditorium. Mrs. King asked the Board to remember Deputy James Williamson
who was critically injured Saturday evening while on duty in Louisburg.
Commissioner Foy: Commissioner Foy stated he attended a session at Cooperative
Extension recently regarding farm estate planning. He stated the day-long conference
offered useful information. He also mentioned a Relay for Life Auction planned for the
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weekend of March 6, 2010 and encouraged attendance. Commissioner Foy also
distributed a copy of a conflict of interest policy adopted by the KARTS Board. He asked
that the Board consider something similar. Chair Young asked that the item be
discussed during “other business” at the March 15, 2010 Board meeting.
Commissioner Bunn: No comments.
Commissioner McGhee-Young: Commissioner McGhee-Young distributed two copies
of a publication regarding budget balancing tactics. The material will circulate among
Board members. She mentioned a meeting held the previous week to discuss future
needs regarding county office space. She stated the Board must begin to think about
housing for employees of the Tax and Planning offices. She stated the building is in
poor condition and encouraged more discussions on moving forward with space
solutions.
Commissioner
McGhee-Young
then
commended
Emergency
Communications Director Christy Shearin on a presentation she offered recently to the
North Carolina House Select Committee on the Use of 911 Funds.
Commissioner Lancaster: No comments.
Commissioner Mitchell: Not present.
Commissioner Dunston: Commissioner Dunston stated he attended a recent meeting
of the Highway 401 Steering Committee. He stated North Carolina Department of
Transportation Director Wally Bowman made a presentation in reference to TIGER
grant funds that were applied for. He also mentioned a groundbreaking ceremony and
ribbon cutting ceremony scheduled for March 11, 2010 at 11:00 A.M. The ceremony
highlights expansion of Highway 401.
Commissioner Swanson: No comments.
County Manager Angela Harris: Mrs. Harris reported on the following:
 Mrs. Harris provided an update on the Highway 401 project. She said an application
has been completed that addresses the cost for construction, design and right-ofway acquisition. The application was submitted by the Highway 401 Steering
Committee on February 26, 2010.
 She mentioned an email circulated by the Clerk to the Board regarding participation
in the Chamber of Commerce Leadership Franklin program that begins on March 17,
2010. She encouraged the Board to examine its interest in participating.
 Mrs. Harris mentioned certification by EMS (Emergency Medical Services) that must
be completed every five years. She was notified recently that certifications are
complete and that approval has been granted for another five years.
 Mrs. Harris stated she will attend the annual NACo Legislative Conference in
Washington, DC on March 7 – 10, 2010.
Commissioner Dunston made a motion to enter into closed session pursuant to NCGS
143-318.11 (a) (3) to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body
in order to preserve the attorney-client privilege between the attorney and the public
body, which privilege is hereby acknowledged. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Swanson and carried with a 6 to 1 vote. Commissioner Foy voted “NO.”
Following the closed session, Commissioner Lancaster made the motion to enter back
into open session, seconded by Commissioner Dunston. The motion duly carried with
all present voting “AYE.”
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It was announced that no action was taken.
Commissioner Lancaster made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner
Swanson. The motion carried unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 9:15 P.M.

Penny McGhee-Young, Chair
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Kristen G. King, Clerk to the Board

