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June 7, 2010
The Board of Commissioners of Franklin County, North Carolina, met for its Regular
Meeting at 7:00 P.M. in the Commissioner’s Conference Room located in the County
Administration Building with the following Commissioners present: Chair Penny
McGhee, Vice-Chairman Sidney E. Dunston, Robert L. Swanson, E. Shane Mitchell,
Donald C. Lancaster, David T. Bunn and Harry L. Foy, Jr.
Chair McGhee asked the Board to consider three additions to the agenda including the
following:
 TDA Request to fund a $4,000 grant for the Preddy Fest Bluegrass Music
Festival
 Disposition of Surplus and Discarded Library Material
 E911 Reimbursement Declaration
Commissioner Lancaster made the motion to add three items (listed above) to the
consent agenda, seconded by Commissioner Mitchell. The motion duly carried with all
present voting “AYE.”
Chair McGhee asked the Board to consider approval of the consent agenda.
Commissioner Dunston made the motion to approve the consent agenda, seconded by
Commissioner Swanson. The motion duly carried with all present voting “AYE.” The
items approved are as follows:
1.

CONSENT AGENDA
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
F.

April 19, 2010 Minutes
May 3, 2010 Minutes
May 17, 2010 Minutes
CPT Rate Change
Home and Community Care Block Grant funding plan
TDA Request to fund a $4,000 grant for the Preddy Fest Bluegrass Music
Festival
G. Disposition of surplus and discarded library material
H. E911 Reimbursement Declaration
Chair McGhee asked the Board to consider changing the order of the agenda to move
the closed session discussion to the end of the Board’s agenda. A motion to rearrange
the agenda was made by Commissioner Swanson and seconded by Commissioner
Mitchell. The motion duly carried with all present voting “AYE.”
2.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

This was the time set aside by the Board of Commissioners to allow individuals five
minutes to address the Board on issues concerning the county. No comments were
made.
3.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
2010-2011 Proposed Budget
This was the time scheduled to hear public comments on the proposed 20102011 budget. The public hearing was advertised in the May 29, 2010 and June 5,
2010 editions of The Franklin Times newspaper.
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At 7:02 P.M., Chair McGhee opened the public hearing.
Dewey Botts, 675 Howard Tant Road, Zebulon, NC
 Mr. Botts commented on the schedule for convenience centers. Centers are
currently opened four days per week and are closed each Tuesday and
Thursday. The County is proposing in the budget to alter the schedule to
open centers five days per week. Mr. Botts said opening the centers an
additional day was unwarranted and would bring about unnecessary costs.
He said centers are not being utilized enough to justify an extra day.
Commissioner Swanson disagreed with Mr. Botts and stated he receives calls
constantly from citizens who request that centers remain open six days per
week. Commissioner McGhee also disagreed with Mr. Botts and stated that
she receives a number of citizen requests regarding the center in Youngsville
on U.S. Highway 1-A. She said the site is always busy when she visits and
commented on the possibility of conducting a usage study to determine the
schedule in the future.
Chuck Murray, Finance Director, presented a PowerPoint presentation
highlighting the proposed budget.
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With no further comments, Chair McGhee closed the public hearing at 7:20 P.M.
4.

RAY’S CREEK PHASE II – HILL ROAD SEWER EXTENSION

On May 11, 2010, the Utility Advisory Committee was presented an updated estimate
for the construction of a 12” gravity sewer line to be constructed along Hill Road.
According to Public Utilities Director Bryce Mendenhall, this extension will tie into the
head of the Ray’s Creek Phase I line and terminate at the intersection with Cedar Creek
Road. The extension will help to alleviate a bottle neck of sewer water coming from
multiple subdivisions along with waters from the Town of Youngsville and the Hunter
Place Lift Station. It will also allow for the separation of basin water into two separate
sewer outfalls.
Based on current estimates coupled with the savings experienced from the Phase I
project, it is expected the two projects can be completed under the borrowing cap
initially put in place.
Mr. Mendenhall requested the County move forward with formal design and submittal of
plans for permitting this project.
Commissioner Dunston asked if the extension would eliminate the overflow of sewer in
the area mentioned. Mr. Mendenhall stated part of the overflow has already been taken
care of with the sewer line that manages Franklinton High School.
Following questions by Commissioner Foy regarding payback of the project, Mr.
Mendenhall stated due to the development planned around the extension, user fees
would help pay the line.
Commissioner Mitchell stated Phase II of the project was made possible due to savings
realized from the first phase. Mr. Mendenhall agreed and said based on low bids for
phase one, new borrowing would not be needed.
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Commissioner Lancaster made the motion to formally authorize the project for design
and permitting through Hobbs, Upchurch and Associates. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Mitchell and duly carried with all present voting “AYE.”
5.

OTHER BUSINESS


6.

Early College High School: The Board was given copies of a letter from Mr.
Randy Parker, Vance Granville Community College President. Mr. Parker’s
letter was in response to a letter from the County asking for detail on various
items pertaining to the Early College High School program and the need for a
facility to house those students. Mr. Parker addressed the Board’s questions
by reading his letter. County Manager Angela L. Harris followed up with a
series of recommendations by Planning Director Scott Hammerbacher. Mr.
Hammerbacher’s suggestions would need to be explored if the County moves
forward in looking at property behind the Emergency Medical Services
building on Highway 56 West in Louisburg for use by the Early College High
School program and Vance Granville Community College. Chair McGhee
then administratively appointed a committee to further address the needs of
the Early College High School program. The appointed committee includes
Chuck Murray (Finance Director), Scott Hammerbacher (Planning Director),
Angela Harris (County Manager) as well as Commissioners Shane Mitchell,
Sidney Dunston and Don Lancaster. Also included would be representatives
from Vance Granville Community College and Franklin County Schools. Chair
McGhee asked that the group quickly elect a Chair to ensure the work gets
done under strict deadline.

BOARD, MANAGER AND CLERK’S COMMENTS

This was the time set aside for the Board of County Commissioners, the County
Manager, and the Clerk to the Board to report on various activities. The Board may also
discuss other items of interest.
County Clerk Kristen King: Mrs. King invited the Board to attend the groundbreaking
ceremony for the Pilot Lions Park scheduled for Wednesday, June 9, 2010 at 10:00
A.M. She also invited the Board to attend the Third Annual Franklin County Employee
Health Fair scheduled for Friday, June 18, 2010 from 9:00 A.M. until 2:00 P.M. at Terrell
Lane Middle School in Louisburg.
Commissioner Foy: Commissioner Foy attended a meal offered recently by the Boys
& Girls Club. He said he enjoyed the event, but commented that the Board of
Commissioners should look into the possibility of providing air conditioning in the facility
utilized by the Boys & Girls Club.
Commissioner Bunn: No report.
Commissioner McGhee: Commissioner McGhee stated she attended a meeting of the
North Carolina Association of County Commissioner’s Justice and Public Safety
Steering Committee. She said a presentation on VIPER was offered. She also asked
when a hearing would be held regarding the use of 911 funds. Emergency
Communications Director Christy Shearin was in attendance and stated the hearing
would be held on Tuesday, June 8, 2010 at 10:00 A.M. before the House Public Utilities
Committee. After the hearing, the matter would move to Finance then onto the House of
Representatives and possible the Senate. Commissioner McGhee then stated she and
County Manager Angela L. Harris attended County Assembly Day at the Legislature.
When speaking with delegates, she said the jail was discussed and the fact the County
is not being reimbursed for State inmates. At the time of the visit, she stated the Senate
was voting on the State budget. She also commented on conversations with
Representative John May and the hope that discussions held would make a difference
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in the House. Lastly, Commissioner McGhee mentioned the State is placing several
million dollars back into Mental Health.
Commissioner Lancaster: No report.
Commissioner Mitchell: Commissioner Mitchell stated the 401 Steering Committee is
going after the second tier of TIGER funds. He asked if the County had received money
back from the $25,000 it provided for an aerial photograph of Highway 401. Finance
Director Chuck Murray said approximately $5,000 was returned when the project came
in under budget. Lastly, Commissioner Mitchell mentioned that Airport revenues are
satisfactory.
Commissioner Dunston: No report.
Commissioner Swanson: No report.
County Manager Angela Harris: Mrs. Harris reported on the following:
 Mrs. Harris said she received a phone call from North Carolina House
Representative John May regarding E911 Legislation. She said the current proposal
is an improvement over what is currently in place, but she said the bill does not
capture everything Franklin County wanted in terms of permitted uses of the E911
funds. Mrs. Harris said she will forward “talking points” to Representative May in the
event there is a last minute opportunity to advocate for the bill as it is being
considered.
7.

CLOSED SESSION
A. The Board was asked to enter into closed session pursuant to G.S. 143318.11 (a) (3) to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public
body in order to preserve the attorney-client privilege between the attorney
and the public body, which privilege is hereby acknowledged.
B. The Board was also asked to enter into closed session pursuant to G.s. 143318.11 (a) (6) for the purpose of discussing a personnel matter.

At approximately 8:03 P.M., Commissioner Dunston made the motion to enter into
closed session, seconded by Commissioner Swanson. The motion was approved 6 to 1,
with Commissioner Foy voting “NO.”
At approximately 9:43 P.M., Commissioner Lancaster made a motion to enter back into
open session, seconded by Commissioner Mitchell. The motion duly carried with all
present voting “AYE.”
No action was taken.
Commissioner Lancaster then made a motion to recess the meeting to reconvene on
June 17, 2010 at 6:00 P.M. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mitchell and
duly carried with all present voting “AYE.”
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The Board is expected to hold a second work session on the 2011 proposed budget on
June 17, 2010.

Penny McGhee, Chair
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Kristen G. King, Clerk to the Board

