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January 19, 2010
The Board of Commissioners of Franklin County, North Carolina, met for its Regular
Meeting at 7:00 P.M. in the Commissioner’s Conference Room located in the County
Administration Building with the following Commissioners present: Chair Penny
McGhee-Young, Vice-Chairman Sidney E. Dunston, Robert L. Swanson, Donald C.
Lancaster, E. Shane Mitchell and Harry L. Foy, Jr.
Chair McGhee-Young asked the Board to consider approval of the consent agenda and
stated she would like to remove Item 1-E for further discussion.
Commissioner Foy made the motion to approve the (remainder of the) consent agenda,
seconded by Commissioner Swanson. The motion duly carried with all present voting
“AYE.” The items approved are as follows:
1.

CONSENT AGENDA
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.

November 16, 2009 Minutes
December 7, 2009 Minutes
December 21, 2009 Minutes
January 4, 2010 Minutes
Releases, Adjustments, Refunds and Tax Collection Report

Referencing Item 1-E, the Chair asked Tax Administrator Jimmy Tanner to provide a
two-month comparison each time the Releases, Adjustments, Refunds and Tax
Collection Report is submitted. Mr. Tanner agreed to provide the information.
Chairman Swanson then made the motion to approve Item 1-E, seconded by
Commissioner Mitchell. The motion duly carried with all present voting “AYE.”
2.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

This was the time set aside by the Board of Commissioners to allow individuals five
minutes to address the Board on issues concerning the county.
Sylvia Bailey, 212 Fox Park Road, Louisburg, NC
 Ms. Bailey provided a brief update on the proposed Perry Community Life Center.
She stated the group is working diligently with engineers, contractors and grant
writers in preparation of a proposed text amendment.
3.

RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEE OF THE QUARTER

Steve Styers, Supervisor-Lab Manager, Franklin County Public Utilities, was recognized
as the Employee of the Quarter ending December, 2009. Mr. Styers has been
employed with the county since February, 2003 and selected for this recognition by a
committee of his peers. Mr. Styers received a vacation day and a savings bond.
Franklin County’s Employee of the Year will be recognized on February 1, 2010.
4.

CONSIDERATION OF APPOINTMENT AND SUBSEQUENT SWEARING IN
OR NEW BOARD MEMBERS

The Board was expected to consider an appointment to fill the vacant District 4 County
Commissioner seat.
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Commissioner Swanson made the motion to appoint David Thomas Bunn to the Board
of Commissioners. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lancaster and duly
carried with all present voting “AYE.”
Franklin County Clerk of Superior Court Alice Faye Hunter administered the oath of
office to Mr. Bunn and Mr. Bunn subsequently took his seat as a Board member.

5.

AUDIT REPORT

Jim Winston and Thomas Parker represented Winston, Williams and Creech in
presenting Franklin County’s Audit report for FYE 2009. Chuck Murray, Finance
Director, presented a financial recap in conjunction with the auditors.
Mr. Winston gave the following PowerPoint presentation and stated he felt the Board
and the Manager did a good job of managing expenses. He stated fund balance was
not used, but rather said it gained $946,000. Overall, he said the County had a good
year and stated there would likely be two more difficult quarters before the economic
climate improves.
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Chuck Murray, Finance Director, made the following presentation and commented that
fund balance was at 28% leaving $14.5 million of undesignated fund balance.
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Commissioner Lancaster made the motion to accept the audit report from Winston,
Williams and Creech CPA. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mitchell and
duly carried with all present voting “AYE.”
6.

EMAIL RETENTION POLICY

Coy Floyd, IT Director, presented an Email Retention Policy that sets guidelines for
what must me retained along with various retention methods. He utilized the following
PowerPoint presentation.
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Mr. Floyd added that personal email is not exempt from the policy. He stated that if
business related County emails are sent to a personal address, those emails are
subject to the public records laws.
Commissioner Lancaster made the motion to approve the Email Retention Policy,
seconded by Commissioner Dunston. The motion duly carried with all present voting
“AYE.”
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7.

APPOINTMENTS
Chair Appointments
The Chair was expected to appoint individual commissioners to select county
and regional boards and committees. The Chair delayed the appointments in
order to have discussions with newly elected Commissioner Bunn about his
interests.

8.

BOARD, MANAGER AND CLERK’S COMMENTS

This was the time set aside for the Board of County Commissioners, the County
Manager, and the Clerk to the Board to report on various activities. The Board may also
discuss other items of interest.
County Clerk Kristen King: No comments.
Commissioner Foy: No comments.
Commissioner Bunn: No comments.
Commissioner Young: Commissioner Young commented on various events that were
held in the County to honor Martin Luther King, Junior Day. After receiving citizen’s
complaints regarding the County Landfill and its convenience centers during the busy
holiday season, she stated her desire to have an agenda item in February to have Solid
Waste staff let the Board know what is being done to solve some of these issues on an
ongoing basis as we move forward.
Commissioner Lancaster: No comments.
Commissioner Mitchell: No comments.
Commissioner Dunston: Commissioner Dunston stated he would like the Board to
consider and approve a resolution of support towards Haitian relief in light of the recent
earthquake. County Manager Angela Harris stated information will be posted on the
County’s website on how citizens can donate toward relief efforts.
Commissioner Swanson: No comments.
County Manager Angela Harris: Mrs. Harris reported on the following:
 Mrs. Harris commented the Board would soon be hearing more about ways the Tax
Office is working with citizens to help prevent for foreclosure. She said the County is
assisting Franklin-Vance-Warren Opportunity in letting citizens know that a
workshop is scheduled that will highlight different options that people can explore in
an effort to prevent foreclosure. The workshop will be held in Henderson in
February, 2010.
 Mrs. Harris commented the Board’s retreat will begin tomorrow (January 20, 2010)
with a focus on economic development.
9.

CLOSED SESSION

Chair Young stated a second closed session topic needed to be added to the agenda
pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11 (a) (3) to consult with an attorney employed or retained
by the public body in order to preserve the attorney-client privilege between the attorney
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and the public body, which privilege is hereby acknowledged. The motion to add the
topic was made by Commissioner Swanson and seconded by Commissioner Mitchell.
The motion duly carried with all present voting “AYE.”
Commissioner Dunston made the motion to enter into closed session pursuant to NCGS
143-318.11 (a) (6), in order for the board to discuss a personnel matter and pursuant to
NCGS 143-318.11 (a) (3) to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public
body in order to preserve the attorney-client privilege between the attorney and the
public body, which privilege is hereby acknowledged. The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Swanson and carried with a 5 to 1 vote, with Commissioner Foy voting
“NO.”
Following the closed session, Commissioner Young made the motion to enter back into
open session, seconded by Commissioner Dunston. The motion duly carried with all
present voting “AYE.”
Emergency Communications Director Christy Shearin asked the Board to consider a 60day extension for the radio project in order to receive bids.
Commissioner Dunston made the motion to extend the radio project RFP’s (request for
proposal) and additional 60 days with a deadline of April 8, 2010. The motion was
seconded by Commissioner Lancaster and duly carried with all present voting “AYE.”
Economic Development Director and Interim Airport Manager Ronnie Goswick then
introduced the County’s new Airport Manager Steve Merritt. Mr. Goswick stated Mr.
Merritt has 25 years of aviation experience and said the Airport Commission voted to
appoint him on January 12, 2010. Mr. Merritt will begin his work with the County on
January 25, 2010 with a salary of $57,251. He will be expected to take 16 hours of
furlough time. Mr. Merritt then addressed the Board and stated his appreciation for the
opportunity to serve.
The meeting adjourned at 9:15 P.M.

Penny McGhee-Young, Chair

Kristen G. King, Clerk to the Board
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