September 8, 2009
The Board of Commissioners of Franklin County, North Carolina, met for its Regular
Meeting at 7:00 P.M. in the Commissioner’s Conference Room located in the County
Administration Building with the following Commissioners present: Chairman Robert L.
Swanson, Vice-Chairman Penny McGhee-Young, Donald C. Lancaster, Bob Winters,
Sidney E. Dunston, E. Shane Mitchell and Harry L. Foy, Jr.
Commissioner Swanson called the meeting to order and asked the Board to consider
adding an item to the consent agenda (1-J). Commissioner Winters made the motion to
add the item to the agenda, seconded by Commissioner Lancaster. The motion duly
carried with all present voting “AYE.”
Commissioner Dunston then made the motion to approve the consent agenda,
seconded by Commissioner Young. The motion duly carried with all present voting
“AYE.” The items approved are as follows:
1.

CONSENT AGENDA
A. August 17, 2009 Minutes
B. Budget Ordinance Amendment #2 (Pursuant to North Carolina General
Statute 159-15, the County Finance Officer is requesting a budget ordinance
amendment for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2010 to amend the General
Fund to recognize $143,621 received by the Sheriff’s Office for the first year
of a three-year grant totaling $430,863 for the hiring of three officers.)
C. Project Budget Ordinance for Airport Project in the amount of $408,651
D. TDA (Tourism Development Authority) request to fund a $2,500 grant for the
9th Annual Justice Community Antique Tractor, Car & Engine Show
E. TDA (Tourism Development Authority) request to fund a $8,000 grant for the
2010 Franklin County Farm Foods & Crafts Tour and Show
F. Request for addition of Bonnie Harris Lane to the State Maintained
Secondary Road System
G. Franklin County Library Board by-law changes
H. Fall Litter Sweep 2009 Proclamation
I. 2010 Board of Commissioners Meeting Schedule
J. Ratify prior existing lease between Franklin County and Robert and Becky
Dold, copies of which cannot be located, and consent to assignment by the
Dolds of the lease to Kassell Sykes.
Item 1-H
FALL LITTER SWEEP 2009
BY THE FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Department of Transportation organizes an annual fall statewide roadside cleanup to
ensure clean and beautiful roads in North Carolina; and
WHEREAS, the fall 2009 LITTER SWEEP roadside cleanup will take place September 19 through October 3, 2009,
and encourages local governments and communities, civic and professional groups, businesses, churches, schools,
families and individual citizens to participate in the Department of Transportation cleanup by sponsoring and
organizing local roadside cleanups; and
WHEREAS, Adopt-A-Highway volunteers, Department of Transportation employees, Department of Correction
inmates and community service workers, local government agencies, community leaders, civic and community
organizations, businesses, churches, schools, and environmentally concerned citizens conduct local cleanups during
LITTER SWEEP and may receive certificates of appreciation for their participation; and
WHEREAS, the great natural beauty of our state and a clean environment are sources of great pride for all North
Carolinians, attracting tourists and aiding in recruiting new industries; and
WHEREAS, the cleanup will increase awareness of the need for cleaner roadsides, emphasize the importance of not
littering, and encourage recycling of solid wastes; and
st

WHEREAS, the 2009 fall cleanup will celebrate the 21 Anniversary of the North Carolina Adopt-A-Highway program
and its 5,750 volunteer groups that donate their labor and time year round to keep our roadsides clean; and

WHEREAS, the LITTER SWEEP cleanup will be a part of educating the children of this great state regarding the
importance of a clean environment to the quality of life in Franklin County;
NOW, THEREFORE, the Franklin County Board of Commissioners, does hereby proclaim September 19 through
October 3, 2009 as LITTER SWEEP time in Franklin County, and encourages citizens to take an active role in
making their communities cleaner.

2.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

This was the time set aside by the Board of Commissioners to allow individuals five
minutes to address the Board on issues concerning the county. No public comments
were made.
3.

2010 CENSUS

Christine Mackey, Partnership Specialist for the U.S. Census Bureau, provided an
overview of the initiatives and process for the 2010 Census. The Board was asked to
adopt a Resolution of Support for the project in Franklin County. A County
Commissioner must also be designated as the Chairperson for the Franklin County
Count Committee. Details of the responsibilities of the Chairperson as well as
recommendations for suggested members of the Count Committee were provided in a
presentation given by Ms. Mackey. The PowerPoint presentation follows.

Following the presentation, Commissioner Dunston asked how someone might become
employed with the U.S. Census Bureau. Ms. Mackey stated employment information
can be found at www.census.org. She said applications would then be taken to a local
testing site. County Manager Angela Harris also stated information regarding
employment with the U.S. Census Bureau is posted at the Franklin County
Administration Building.
Commissioner Swanson then thanked N.C. Representative Lucy T. Allen for
representing Franklin County in the General Assembly.
Commissioner Dunston made a motion to approve a Resolution of Support for the 2010
Census, seconded by Commissioner Winters. The motion duly carried with all present
voting “AYE.”
Commissioner Young then nominated Commissioner Dunston to serve on the Count
Committee.
2010 Census Partner Proclamation

4.

ENLISTMENT OF EXCELSIO COMMUNICATIONS TO ASSIST WITH
COMMUNICATIONS PLAN AND APPLICATION FOR STIMULUS FUNDS VIA
THE BROADBAND INITIATIVE

Multiple departments within the County have joined together to develop an innovative
Communications Plan for Franklin County. The design, development and coordination
of the plan have all been assisted by representatives from Excelsio Communications at
no cost to the County.
Excelsio Communications is also working with 16 North Eastern counties in North
Carolina for a submission for Stimulus Funds in the second round of funding via the
Broadband Initiative. Contracting with Excelsio Communications would allow Franklin
County to have the option to collaborate with the North Eastern North Carolina initiative
to leverage the benefit of their network. The cost to contract with Excelsio
Communications is $70,000. With the Board’s approval staff would move forward to
contract the services of Excelsio Communications. In addition to the overall mapping
and design of the Communications Plan, Excelsio would also assist with the writing and
submissions of one to two grant applications for Franklin County for the second round of
funding via the Broadband Initiative. The ultimate goal of the Communications Plan
would be to enhance the current and planned upgrades to the 911 system and also
provide an overarching 21st Century Communications platform for Franklin County.
Following the presentation, the Board was asked to approve an expense of $70,000 to
contract with Excelsio Communications for their services. The PowerPoint presentation
follows.

The presentation was offered by Richie Duncan (Economic Development), Christy
Shearin (Emergency Communications) and Coy Floyd (Information Technology). Carl

Edwards and Sherry McCuller with Excelsio Communications also addressed the
Board.
Along with seeking Stimulus Funds through the Department of Commerce and the
Department of Agriculture, it was stated that Franklin County can join together with
other counties to seek funding opportunities from the Golden Leaf Foundation. It was
also mentioned that these grants are competitive and the best opportunity that rural
areas may ever have to obtain advanced infrastructure.
Commissioner Young asked if a formal proposal existed. Mrs. Duncan stated she would
make the document available to the Board. Commissioner Young also inquired about
timeframes. Mrs. Duncan stated deadlines by the Federal Government would be
followed.
Commissioner Lancaster then made a motion to proceed with a contract with Excelsio
Communications at a cost of $70,000. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Dunston and duly carried with all present voting “AYE.”
5.

BOARD, MANAGER AND CLERK’S COMMENTS

This was the time set aside for the Board of County Commissioners, the County
Manager, and the Clerk to the Board to report on various activities. The Board may also
discuss other items of interest.
County Clerk Kristen King: No report.
Commissioner Foy: No report.
Commissioner Winters: No report.
Commissioner Young: Commissioner Young stated she had been approached by a
citizen who wanted to know why the county doesn’t offer property tax relief for people
who are unemployed. Commissioner Young reported that she had explained to the
citizen that even if the county offered some relief, the mandates from the state would
not change. The Board directed Tax Administrator Jimmy Tanner to research if other
counties are providing assistance to citizens regarding property tax and to report back
to the Manager and the Board. Mr. Tanner stated that payment plans are now being
offered in Franklin in an effort to help citizens.
Commissioner Lancaster: As a follow-up from an agenda item discussed earlier in the
evening, Commissioner Lancaster asked that Richie Duncan keep the Board updated
on the application for stimulus funds via the Broadband Initiative.
Commissioner Mitchell: Commissioner Mitchell stated the approval of the State
budget brought about changes in funding mechanisms. He asked the Manager and
Finance Director to provide information to the Board in the near future on the impact of
those changes to Franklin County.
Commissioner Dunston: No report.
Commissioner Swanson: No report.

County Manager Angela Harris: Mrs. Harris reported on the following:













6.

Mrs. Harris distributed a spreadsheet to the Board regarding stimulus funding in
Franklin County.
Mrs. Harris thanked Richie Duncan and all other staff who participated in
coordinating a communications plan and application for stimulus funds via the
Broadband Initiative. She stated she appreciated the team effort.
Mrs. Harris stated bylaws of various county boards and commissions would be
posted by the close of business on September 9, 2009.
She commented on the Early College High School program and stated initial
responses from the New Schools Project (Fay Agar) are favorable. It is likely the
county could receive approval in the next few days. She said it appears the
county will be funded to begin the program during this school year. She said an
announcement will be distributed if final approval is granted.
Mrs. Harris stated she recently attended the annual conference sponsored by the
North Carolina Association of County Commissioners in Hickory, North Carolina.
The conference theme was “Sustainability.” She stated she will be meeting soon
with the county’s “Green Committee” on its “Green Initiative.”
She mentioned a letter of thanks received from the Darnell and Lou Batton
Family following the loss of a family member.
Mrs. Harris stated is appears that space needs have been resolved for the
domestic violence offenders program. Initially space was being sought from the
county.
Mrs. Harris reminded those in attendance of the Tar River Festival scheduled for
September 12, 2009 in downtown Louisburg.
CLOSED SESSION
A. The Board will consider going into Closed Session pursuant to NCGS 143318.11 (a)(3) to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public
body in order to preserve the attorney-client privilege between the attorney
and the public body, which privilege is hereby acknowledged.
B. The Board will consider entering into a closed session pursuant to General
Statute 143-318.11 (a) (6), in order for the board to discuss a personnel
matter.

Commissioner Dunston made the motion to enter into closed session, seconded by
commissioner Young. The motion carried 6 to 1, with Commissioner Foy casting the
dissenting vote.
Following the closed session, Commissioner Young made the motion to enter back into
open session, seconded by Commissioner Winters. The motion duly carried with all
present voting “AYE.”
Chairman Swanson announced that no action was taken.
Commissioner Young made the motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by
Commissioner Dunston. The motion duly carried with all present voting “AYE.”

Robert L. Swanson, Chairman

Kristen G. King, Clerk to the Board

