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March 17, 2014
The Board of Commissioners of Franklin County, North Carolina, met for its Regular
Meeting at 7:00 P.M. in the Commissioner’s Conference Room located in the County
Administration Building with the following Commissioners present: Chairman Sidney E.
Dunston, Vice-Chairman John M. May, Commissioners E. Shane Mitchell, Cedric K.
Jones and David T. Bunn.
Commissioner Lancaster arrived after the start of the meeting at 7:03 P.M.
Commissioner Harry L. Foy, Jr. arrived at 7:04 P.M.
Chairman Dunston called the meeting to order and asked the Board to consider
approval of the consent agenda.
Commissioner Bunn made a motion to approve the consent agenda, seconded by
Commissioner Mitchell. The motion duly carried with all present voting “AYE.”
The following items were approved.
1.

CONSENT AGENDA
A. February 17, 2014 Minutes
B. Releases, Adjustments, Refunds, and Tax Collection Report

2.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

This was the time set aside by the Board of Commissioners to allow individuals five
minutes to address the Board on issues concerning the County.
Patricia Chastain, 102 South Main Street, Louisburg, NC
 Ms. Chastain serves as the Franklin County Clerk of Court. She commented on a
previous conversation with County Manager Angela L. Harris about the possibility
of installing an ATM (automated teller machine) at the Franklin County
Courthouse. She stated 47 of 100 courthouses in North Carolina provide the
service.
3.

MAY’S CROSSROADS WATER LINE RELOCATION

Due to the replacement of NCDOT (North Carolina Department of Transportation)
Bridge #23 on May’s Crossroads Road, a Franklin County waterline must be relocated
to avoid conflict with construction. On February 18, 2014, sealed bids were opened from
four respective bidders. TA Loving Company was the apparent low bidder at a cost of
$196,825. Franklin County Public Utilities has entered into a reimbursement agreement
with NCDOT in which the County will receive funds in the amount of $169,575 upon
completion of the project. Franklin County will pay the difference of $44,250 to upgrade
the pipe size of the current waterline while it is being relocated.
Bryce Mendenhall, Public Utilities Director, asked the Board to consider awarding the
project to TA Loving Company for waterline relocation at a cost of $196,825.
Commissioner Mitchell made a motion to award the project to TA Loving Company for
waterline relocation at a cost of $196,825, seconded by Commissioner Lancaster. The
motion duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.”
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4.

AUDIT REPORT FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING 2012-2013

Jim Winston of the Auditing Firm Winston, Williams, Creech, Evans and Company, LLP;
Certified Public Accountants, presented the Annual Audit Report for the Fiscal Year
Ending 2013. In addition, Interim Finance Director Chuck Murray provided a brief
financial overview of FYE 2013.
Mr. Winston provided the following PowerPoint presentation.
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Mr. Murray provided the following PowerPoint presentation.
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Mr. Murray noted the County had a “good year” and an excellent audit report. He said
2013 was the first year Public Utilities had seen a profit (after depreciation) since the
County took over the service in 1996.
Commissioner Mitchell made a motion to accept the audit report as presented. The
motion was seconded by Commissioner Foy and duly carried approval with all present
voting “AYE.”
Commissioner Foy said he was aware there had been problems with various County
departments that receive cash payments for certain services. He asked if the audit
examines those types of issues/concerns. Mr. Winston said a materiality calculation is
used to examine transactions within a certain threshold. Outside of the threshold,
concerns are examined by request. He reminded the Board of a management
questionnaire distributed each year that provides an opportunity for concerns to be
shared and subsequently examined.
5.

OTHER BUSINESS
A. DCA Monthly Performance Status Report (11-D-2447)
The status report was for information only. Board action was not required.
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B. Update on Broadband Initiative – Richie Duncan, Existing Industry
Coordinator
Richie Duncan, Existing Industry Coordinator, provided an update on the
Broadband Initiative. While attending the NACo (National Association of
Counties) conference in Washington, DC recently, Chairman Dunston, Vice
Chairman May and County Manager Harris became aware of an opportunity
for possible funding for broadband deployment in rural counties. While
funding is geared toward telecommunication companies, a team worked
together to determine how Franklin County could express interest on behalf of
both the County and the region. She said a key criterion for eligibility was
possession of census tracts as determined by the FCC (Federal
Communications Commission) proving there are unserved or underserved
areas in the county. In Franklin there are five tracts. Mrs. Duncan said the
team coordinated with the County’s Information Technology Director Coy
Floyd and GIS department and with NACo’s contact to overlay the census
tracts onto a map of Franklin County that revealed a large portion is eligible.
Staff also reached out to the Kerr Tar Regional Council of Governments
(COG) to see if there were regional efforts Franklin could team with. She said
the decision was made to pursue funding in both avenues.
The FCC is seeking a letter that is an expression of interest to secure funds
when they become available. Staff was award that North Carolina has a
General Statute prohibiting any county from owning or deploying broadband.
After additional investigation, the letter was positioned so that Franklin is
legally allowed to grant the funds to a telecommunications company that
would in turn deploy, own and manage the broadband in the county.
Conversations have been held with some local telecommunications
companies who are interested in participating in the project.
At this time, Mrs. Duncan said both Franklin County and the Kerr-Tar
Regional COG have sent forward expressions of interest. A formal proposal
submission process is the next step expected in May, 2014.
6.

BOARD, MANAGER AND CLERK’S COMMENTS

This was the time set aside for the Board of County Commissioners, the County
Manager, and the Clerk to the Board to report on various activities. The Board may also
discuss other items of interest.
County Clerk Kristen G. King: No comments were offered.
Commissioner Foy: Commissioner Foy inquired about the current status of the
upcoming budget. County Manager Angela Harris said budgets were submitted the
previous week. Staff is currently in the process of updating revenue and expenditure
projections. She said meetings will soon be scheduled with department heads and there
are plans to meet earlier in the budget process with Franklin County Schools’ staff to
discuss school needs.
Commissioner Bunn: No comments were offered.
Commissioner May: Commissioner May reported his attendance at the NACo
(National Association of Counties) Legislative Conference and on meetings with
Congressional and Senatorial staff. He said several issues were discussed with
relevance to NACo, the North Carolina Association of County Commissioners and to
Franklin County. While there, he said the County was lucky to find possible funding for
broadband and for expansion of Highway 401. Discussions were also held relative to
funding cuts for Cooperative Extension Services in North Carolina and cuts in other
areas as well.
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Commissioner Jones: Commissioner Jones attended recent meetings of the
Franklinton Town Council and Five County Mental Health.
Commissioner Mitchell: No comments were offered.
Commissioner Dunston: Commissioner Dunston attended the recent NACo (National
Association of Counties) Legislative Conference in Washington, DC. He commented
that meetings were held with representatives of Congressman G.K. Butterfield, Senator
Kay Hagan and Congressman George Holding during the conference in order to
discuss issues of importance relative to Franklin County. Commissioner Dunston also
attended a dedication ceremony in honor of former Franklin County resident and WWII
hero Lieutenant Colonel George Lumpkin, US Marine Corp Reserve. The event was
held at Triangle North Executive Airport.
Commissioner Lancaster: Commissioner Lancaster attended the recent DARE
graduation of students at Youngsville Elementary School as well as a recent meeting of
the Airport Commission.
County Manager Angela L. Harris: Mrs. Harris asked architect Surapon Sujjavanich to
provide a brief update on courthouse and detention center renovation projects. Mr.
Sujjavanich said he would come back to the Board at its next meeting to ask for
permission to bid out renovations for the courthouse. Plans will be available for viewing
in the office of Interim Finance Director Chuck Murray. The project is estimated at $1
million.
Mr. Sujjavanich said repairs are ongoing at the Detention Center. The new heating and
air conditioning system has been installed and roof repairs are expected to begin as
soon as weather permits. Upon completion of the roof, construction of the new medical
isolation cell will begin.
Mrs. Harris concluded her report by stating the State Board of Transportation recently
approved plans to move forward with grant funds for a new KARTS (Kerr Area Rural
Transportation System) facility in Henderson, North Carolina.
Commissioner Mitchell made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Bunn.
The motion duly carried with all present voting “AYE.”

Sidney E. Dunston, Chair

Kristen G. King, Clerk to the Board
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