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June 6, 2016
The Board of Commissioners of Franklin County, North Carolina, met for its Regular Meeting at
7:00 P.M. in the Commissioner’s Conference Room located in the County Administration
Building with the following Commissioners present: Chairman Sidney E. Dunston,
Commissioners John M. May, Don Lancaster, David T. Bunn, E. Shane Mitchell and Harry L.
Foy, Jr. Vice-Chairman Cedric K. Jones was absent.
Chairman Dunston called the meeting to order and asked the Board to remove Item 1-A from the
consent agenda.
Commissioner May made the motion to remove Item 1-A, seconded by Commissioner Mitchell.
The motion duly carried with all present voting “AYE.”
Chairman Dunston then asked the Board to consider the addition of a closed session pursuant to
NCGS 143-318.11 (a)(3) to the evening’s agenda. The motion to add the closed session was made
by Commissioner May and seconded by Commissioner Mitchell. The motion duly carried
approval with all present voting “AYE.”
The Board was then asked to consider approval of the consent agenda.
Commissioner Lancaster made a motion to approve the consent agenda, seconded by
Commissioner Mitchell. The motion duly carried with all present voting “AYE.”
The following items were approved.
1.

CONSENT AGENDA
A.
B.
C.
D.

Capital Project Ordinance for Phase I Sewer Improvements in Franklinton
Capital Project Ordinance for Phase II Sewer Improvements in Franklinton
Home and Community Care Block Grant Funding Plan
Consider TDA (Tourism Development Authority) request to fund an $8,500 grant for
the 2016 Tar River Festival
E. Consider TDA (Tourism Development Authority) request to fund a $10,000 grant for
the 2016 Norris Creek Concert Season
F. Authorization for Hale Artificier Fireworks to discharge pyrotechnics on July 2, 2016
at Lake Royale for upcoming July 4th celebrations
G. Budget Amendment #16 (Pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 159-15, the
County Finance Officer is requesting a budget ordinance amendment in the amount
of $1,453,149 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016 to amend the General Fund and
other funds for additional revenue and expenditures where needed.)
2.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

This was the time set aside by the Board of Commissioners to allow individuals five minutes to
address the Board on issues concerning the county. No comments were offered.
Johnny Clifton, 114 Fox Park Road, Louisburg, NC
 Mr. Clifton spoke on behalf of the Southside Citizen Organization and Getting to Know
You of Lake Royale. He presented a petition of approximately three thousand signatures
of citizens interested in obtaining answers about the future of the former Franklin
Regional Medical Center.
3.

FRANKLIN COUNTY SCHOOLS CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION UPDATE

Franklin County Schools Career Technical Education Program updates were presented by Mrs.
Elaine Webb and her team the FranklinBots Robotics Club, founded in the fall of 2014, which is
under the FIRST organization. This organization is devoted to helping young people discover
and develop a passion for science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM). First robotics,
Franklin County Schools and the FranklinBots are all listed as a 501© 3 organization that is open
to all Franklin County School high school students.
June 6, 2016 Minutes

3454

The U.S. Department of Education announced the launch of the Career and Technical Education
(CTE) Makeover Challenge grant. The challenge calls upon eligible high schools to design
models of makerspaces that strengthen career and technical skills through making (models of
CTE makerspaces). Franklin County Schools, Career Technical Education Director Mrs.
Laureen G. Jones along with a team of Louisburg High School academic, technical, VGCC, and
Novozymes applied for the STEM MakeOver Challenge grant for $20,000. This team has now
entered into the second round in this challenge called Bootcamp. This grant will transform a
former foods/science lab on the campus of Louisburg High School into a STEM MakeOver
Science lab that will serve as an open lab for students to peak their interest in science,
biotechnology, and other STEM related fields. It was noted community buy-in is important as
the space is transformed.
4. LEASE AGREEMENT: TAR RIVER CENTER FOR HISTORY AND CULTURE
FOUNDATION
Representatives of the Tar River Center for History and Culture Foundation presented a
proposal concerning the stabilization of the old county jail on East Nash Street in Louisburg.
The Board was asked to consider a lease agreement with the foundation for use of the property.
The cost of the repairs is $60,000. The 2016-2017 budget includes $30,000 toward the cost of the
project.
Foundation member Felix Allen suggested a two-year lease would provide ample time for
stabilization of the structure in order to prevent further deterioration of the site to include work
on the roof, windows, porch and basic cleaning of the structure. He said other items will be
examined on the inside. Already, he said, the Town of Louisburg had committed to financial
assistance as well as other interested groups. Mr. Allen suggested it was likely stabilization
could be complete within one year.
Commissioner Lancaster made a motion to approve a lease agreement with the Tar River Center
for History and Culture Foundation. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Foy and duly
carried approval with all present voting “AYE.”
County Attorney Pete Tomlinson was tasked with creating the lease agreement.
Commissioner Mitchell asked that anyone conducting work on the facility show proof of
liability insurance.
5.

2016-2017 BUDGET PRESENTATION

Finance Director Mitchell Robinson shared the following presentation with the Board revealing
staff’s budget proposal.
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Following the presentation, Commissioner Foy made a motion to call for a public hearing on the
budget to be held on June 20, 2016. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lancaster and
duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.”
A budget work session will be held on June 15, 2016 at 2:00 P.M. at the County Administration
Building.
6.

OTHER BUSINESS


7.

Franklinton Utility System Update

BOARD, MANAGER, AND CLERK’S COMMENTS

This was the time set aside for the Board of County Commissioners, the County Manager, and
the Clerk to the Board to report on various activities. The Board may also discuss other items of
interest.
County Clerk Kristen G. King: No comments were offered.
Commissioner Foy: Commissioner Foy asked for an update on the status of the former Novant
Franklin Medical Center and extended an invitation to a Father’s Day Celebration on June 17,
2016 at the Franklinton Senior Center.
Commissioner Bunn: No comments were offered.
Commissioner May: Commissioner May attended several recent events including County
Assembly Day (sponsored by the North Carolina Association of County Commissioners), the
State of the Region address, White Level Fire Department Board Meeting and meeting of the
Department of Social Services Board.
Commissioner Jones: Commissioner Jones was absent.
Commissioner Mitchell: No comments were offered.
Commissioner Dunston: No comments were offered.
Commissioner Lancaster: No comments were offered.
County Manager Angela L. Harris: Mrs. Harris introduced Mr. Doug Buttram, the county’s
new Maintenance Director.
8.

CLOSED SESSION

The Board was asked to enter into closed session pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11 (a)(3).
Commissioner Mitchell made the motion to enter into closed session, seconded by
Commissioner May. The motion was approved 5 to 1, with Commissioner Foy voting “NO.”
No action was taken following closed session.
Commissioner Foy then made a motion to enter back into open session, seconded by
Commissioner May. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.”
At 9:21 P.M., Commissioner Mitchell made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner
May. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.”
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Sidney E. Dunston, Chair
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Kristen G. King, Clerk to the Board

