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June 20, 2016
The Board of Commissioners of Franklin County, North Carolina, met for its Regular Meeting at
7:00 P.M. in the Commissioner’s Conference Room located in the County Administration
Building with the following Commissioners present: Chairman Sidney E. Dunston, ViceChairman Cedric K. Jones, Commissioners John M. May, Don Lancaster, David T. Bunn. and E.
Shane Mitchell. Commissioner Harry L. Foy, Jr. was absent.
Chairman Dunston called the meeting to order and asked the Board to consider approval of the
consent agenda.
Finance Director Mitchell Robinson noted the need for a revision to Budget Amendment #17.
Commissioner May then made a motion to remove the budget amendment (Item 1-C) from the
consent agenda. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mitchell and duly carried approval
with all present voting “AYE.”
Commissioner Jones made a motion to approve the remainder of the consent agenda, seconded
by Commissioner May. The motion duly carried with all present voting “AYE.”
The following items were approved.
1.

CONSENT AGENDA
A. Releases, Adjustments, Refunds and Tax Collection Report
B. Authorization for Hale Artificier Fireworks to discharge pyrotechnics on July 3, 2016
at Louisburg High School for upcoming July 4th celebrations
C. Budget Amendment #17 (Pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 159-15, the
County Finance Officer is requesting a budget ordinance amendment in the amount
of $155,358 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016 to amend the General Fund and
other funds for additional revenue and expenditures where needed.)
D. Project Budget Ordinance for Industrial Area Development at Triangle North
Executive Airport in the amount of $800,672

After a brief explanation of Budget Amendment #17 which was increased from $155,358 to
$177,858, Commissioner Mitchell made the motion to approve the amendment, seconded by
Commissioner Jones. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.”
2.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

This was the time set aside by the Board of Commissioners to allow individuals five minutes to
address the Board on issues concerning the county. No comments were offered.
Ronnie Goswick, 312 East Mason Street, Franklinton, NC
 Mr. Goswick is soon retiring from his role as the county’s Economic Development
Director. He commented on accomplishments he has witnessed in the county during his
tenure and encouraged the Board to well consider employees in upcoming budgets. He
reminded the Board that employees were at a disadvantage during difficult economic
times and shouldered furloughs during that time.
3.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
A. 2016-2017 Proposed Budget
This was the time scheduled to hear public comments on the proposed 2016-2017
budget.
Finance Director Mitchell Robinson shared the following PowerPoint presentation.
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Mr. Robinson noted the budget he is currently presenting represents an additional
$48,305 than was originally proposed. The increase includes a Cooperative Extension
position (currently shared with Warren County) that was inadvertently omitted
from the proposal, on-call pay for Communications as well as extra money for the
Planning Department.
Mr. Robinson stated the proposed budget would include $76,642,091 in the General
Fund, holding property tax at 92.5 cents per one hundred dollars valuation of
property.
In the presentation, Mr. Robinson outlined two options for implementation of the
salary study. Option 2 of the study would cost $500,000 ($407,000 plus matching
benefits) and would bring employees within the minimum range or 2% increase for
those currently within range. Full year cost would be $813,884 or $965,250 with
matching benefits. Option 3 would cost $646,000 for six months or $1,292,000 for a
full year.
Commissioners Lancaster and Mitchell suggested Option 3 be implemented effective
January 1, 2017.
At approximately 7:59 P.M., Chairman Dunston opened the public hearing.
Alton Richardson, Castalia, NC
 Mr. Richardson stated his support of implementing Option 3 of the salary
study for employees.
With no further comments, Chairman Dunston closed the hearing at 8:00 P.M.
Commissioner Lancaster made a motion to approve the 2016-2017 budget ordinance
as presented, levying a general fund rate of 92.5 cents per one hundred dollars
valuation of property listed for taxes as of January 1, 2016 and approval of a general
fund budget totaling $76,788,091. The budget represents no tax increase and includes
Option 3 of the Salary Study. Commissioner May seconded the motion and it duly
carried approval with all present voting “AYE.”
B. Hazard Mitigation Plan
Emergency Management is hosting the Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program between
Vance, Warren, Granville and Franklin County in order to obtain a Regional Hazard
Mitigation Plan. The plan has been approved by FEMA and located online for review
at www.franklincountync.us/services/emergency-services.
Chairman Dunston opened and closed the public hearing at 8:05 P.M. with no
comments offered from the public.
Commissioner Jones made a motion to approve the resolution to adopt the Tar River
Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan, seconded by Commissioner Mitchell. The motion
duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.”
RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE
TAR RIVER REGIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN
WHEREAS, the County of Franklin is vulnerable to an array of natural hazards that can cause loss of
life and damages to public and private property; and
WHEREAS, the County of Franklin desires to seek ways to mitigate situations that may aggravate
such circumstances; and
WHEREAS, the development and implementation of a hazard mitigation plan can result in actions
that reduce the long-term risk to life and property from natural hazards; and
WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Franklin County Commissioners to protect its citizens and property
from the effects of natural hazards by preparing and maintaining a local hazard mitigation plan; and
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WHEREAS, it is also the intent of the Franklin County Commissioners to fulfill its obligation under
North Carolina General Statutes, Chapter 166A: North Carolina Emergency Management Act and
Section 322: Mitigation Planning, of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act to remain eligible to receive state and federal assistance in the event of a declared disaster affecting
the County of Franklin); and
WHEREAS, the County of Franklin, in coordination Granville County, Vance County, Warren
County, and the participating municipalities within those counties, has prepared a multijurisdictional hazard mitigation plan with input from the appropriate local and state officials;
WHEREAS, the North Carolina Division of Emergency Management and the Federal Emergency
Management Agency have reviewed the Tar River Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan for legislative
compliance and have approved the plan pending the completion of local adoption procedures;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commissioners of the County of Franklin hereby:

4.

1.

Adopts the Tar River Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan; and

2.

Agrees to take such other official action as may be reasonably necessary to carry out the
proposed actions of the Plan.

FIVE COUNTY STEPPING UP INITIATIVE
The Board was asked to redirect $20,000 from the county’s existing mental health,
intellectual and developmental disabilities, and substance use funding allocation toward
the collective Five County Stepping Up Initiative. No disruption of services will be
experienced as Five County Mental Health will use state funding to backfill any
shortfall. This initiative is modeled after NACo’s Stepping Up Initiative intended to
reduce the number of people in jail with mental illness.
The implications of withholding the funds are two-fold.
1. County funds are currently utilized at 100%. A withhold will create a
maximum shortage of $100,000 in service funding. 98% of the FC aggregate
allocation funds the crisis center. Cardinal will use state funds to maximum
shortage of $100,000 for FY ’17.
2. An entity other than Cardinal will be in receipt of the redirected funds and
manage contracts associated with the Five County Stepping Up Initiative.
Commissioner Lancaster made a motion to redirect $20,000 to the Five County Stepping
Up Initiative. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Mitchell and duly carried
approval with all present voting “AYE.”

5.

APPOINTMENTS
Agricultural Advisory Board
The Board was asked to consider reappointing Billy Wood, Warren Harris and
appointing Dwight Williams to the Agricultural Advisory Board for a three-year term
(2016-2019).
Commissioner Mitchell made a motion to reappoint Billy Wood, Warren Harris and
appoint Dwight Williams to the Agricultural Advisory Board for a three-year term (20162019). The motion was seconded by Commissioner Lancaster and duly carried approval
with all present voting “AYE.”

6.

OTHER BUSINESS


Radio System Update – Emergency Communications Director Christy Shearin
provided a brief update on the radio system. She noted installation and upgrade of
reporting server has been completed. She said the close space issue with the
frequency has improved and noted that 2/3 of the radios have been repaired. The
remaining 1/3 will be shipped to Harris for repair. At this time, Mrs. Shearin says
Harris has now met the requirements to turn the entire system into maintenance
starting July 1, 2016 excluding the new Youngsville site that is still in process.
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7.

BOARD, MANAGER, AND CLERK’S COMMENTS

This was the time set aside for the Board of County Commissioners, the County Manager, and
the Clerk to the Board to report on various activities. The Board may also discuss other items of
interest.
County Clerk Kristen G. King: No comments were offered.
Commissioner Foy: Commissioner Foy was absent.
Commissioner Bunn: No comments were offered.
Commissioner May: Commissioner May attended recent meetings of the Juvenile Crime
Prevention Council and Franklin Vance Warren Opportunity.
Commissioner Jones: Commissioner Jones attended a recent meeting of the Franklinton Town
Council.
Commissioner Mitchell: Commissioner Mitchell thanked staff for its hard work dedicated to
the 2016-2017 budget that did not suggest a tax increase. He feels the budget speaks well of the
direction the Board has taken over the past several years.
Commissioner Dunston: Commissioner Dunston thanked staff, fellow commissioners and
employees for its deliberation over the budget. He also thanked Emergency Medical Services
workers who continue to shoulder a burden with the loss of Franklin Regional Medical Center.
Commissioner Lancaster: Commissioner Lancaster attended a recent meeting of the Airport
Board and stated he is looking forward to the retirement celebration planned for Economic
Development Director Ronnie Goswick.
County Manager Angela L. Harris: Mrs. Harris thanked the Board and staff for its support of
the budget approved earlier in the evening.
8.

CLOSED SESSION

The Board was asked to consider entering into closed session pursuant to North Carolina
General Statute 143-318.11 (a) (6) – Personnel.
Commissioner Mitchell made a motion to enter into closed session, seconded by Commissioner
Bunn. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.”
At approximately 8:33 P.M., Commissioner Bunn made a motion to enter back into open session,
seconded by Commissioner May. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting
“AYE.”
No action was taken relative to closed session.
Commissioner Lancaster then made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Jones. The
motion duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.”

Sidney E. Dunston, Chair

Kristen G. King, Clerk to the Board
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