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February 6, 2017
The Board of Commissioners of Franklin County, North Carolina, met for its Regular Meeting at 7:00
P.M. in the Commissioner’s Conference Room located in the County Administration Building with the
following Commissioners present: Chairman Cedric K. Jones, Vice-Chairman Sidney E. Dunston,
Commissioners Michael S. Schriver, Harry L. Foy, Jr., David T. Bunn and Shelley L. Dickerson.
Commissioner John M. May was absent.
Chairman Jones called the meeting to order and asked the Board to consider approval of the consent
agenda.
Commissioner Dunston made a motion to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Commissioner Bunn.
The motion duly carried with all present voting “AYE.”
The following items were approved.
1.

CONSENT AGENDA
A.
B.
C.
D.

January 17, 2017 Minutes
Annual Report of Unpaid Taxes that are liens on Real Property
Approval of CPT codes (approved by Board of Health on January 24, 2017)
Budget Amendment #8 (Pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 159-15, the County
Finance Officer is requesting a budget ordinance amendment in the amount of $1,646 for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2017 to amend the Health Department for additional revenue and
expenditures.)
E. Surplus of Glock 17 pistol (serial #VUS276) valued at approximately $200 to sell to retiring
officer Susan Handel in the amount of $1
2.

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

This was the time set aside by the Board of Commissioners to allow individuals five minutes to address
the Board on issues concerning the county. No comments were offered.
3.

RIGHT OF WAY AND EASEMENT REQUEST

Tony King, Assistant Louisburg Town Administrator, asked the Board to donate and convey necessary
right of way and easements on County property to facilitate sidewalk construction per NCDOT project
C-5568.
Mr. King noted the town acquired matching funds to install new sidewalks at various locations in
Louisburg. One project would extend sidewalks from South Main Street to Highway 56 and wrap around
Bickett Boulevard at a cost of $650,000. A second project would build sidewalks from First Citizens
Bank to Sheetz, up Johnson Street at a cost of $300,000.
The town requested the required right-of-way to help facilitate building the sidewalk as well as
construction easements that would allow workers to travel across county property during construction.
Mr. King noted the temporary construction easement would only be in place during construction
allowing encroachment on the property. There will be no modifications to the land through the
construction easement. If there is any damage, he noted the town would provide repair including
reseeding of grass if warranted. He said anything that happens in the temporary construction area will be
restored back to its pre-construction state.
Mr. King said the town is required by law to send the county a letter stating it would provide a
professional appraisal and make an offer (of the value of the appraisal) under the Uniform Act. The letter
would be submitted later in the week. However, he did ask the county to consider donating the right of
way and easements. He said the cost for the project would not be an 80/20 match like the others and so it
would be more expensive for the town. He said the town would likely pay approximately $150,000 to
$160,000 toward the project and that any donation would be helpful.
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Mr. King noted a handrail will be installed that will run the entire length of the sidewalk on the
north side to offer a safety barrier from the hill.
Commissioner Dunston asked if a handrail would be installed alongside existing steps adjacent
to the sidewalk project. Mr. King stated the town did not request a handrail be included in the
project approved by the Department of Transportation (DOT). He indicated he would ask DOT
to consider including the steps into the project but could not guarantee approval under grant
stipulations.
Commissioner Schriver asked the town to add the county to the certificate of insurance for
additional coverage. Mr. King agreed.
Commissioner Dunston made a motion to donate and convey the necessary right of way and
easements on county property to facilitate sidewalk construction, seconded by Commissioner
Foy. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.”
Construction is projected to begin late summer or early fall.
4.

AUDIT PRESENTATION

Jim Winston of the auditing firm Winston, Williams, Creech, Evans and Company, LLP,
Certified Public Accountants presented the annual audit report for the fiscal year ending June
30, 2016. Finance Director Mitchell Robinson also gave a brief financial overview of FYE 2016.
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County Finance Director Mitchell Robinson offered the following presentation to the Board.
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Commissioner Bunn made a motion to consider acceptance of audit report as presented,
seconded by Commissioner Foy. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting
“AYE.”
5.

SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT POSITION REQUEST
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Sheriff Kent Winstead requested funding to create a full-time evidence technician position. The
office has employed a part-time employee to manage the evidence room since May, 2016.
Sheriff Winstead stated large sums of money, guns and items are coming into the office that
need to be managed by full-time staff in order to properly manage the evidence room. He said the
Sheriff’s Office has funding available through unfilled positions and stated the position will be
budgeted in the upcoming year.
Commissioner Schriver made a motion to approve the request to create a full-time evidence
technician position (currently a part-time position). The motion was seconded by
Commissioner Dickerson and duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.” The position
will be covered until June 30, 2017 and considered in the budgeting process.
6.

PLANNING & INSPECTION POSITION REQUEST

Scott Hammerbacher, Planning & Inspections Director, asked the Board to consider an
allocation of funding to allow for an additional Code Enforcement Officer position.
Mr. Hammerbacher essentially asked for the reinstatement of a position lost following the
downturn of the economy. Now that economic conditions have improved it has proven difficult
to serve citizens optimally without the additional position.
Commissioner Bunn made a motion to approve an additional Code Enforcement Officer
position. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dunston and duly carried approval with
all present voting “AYE.”
7.

RADIO PROJECT UPDATE

Emergency Communications Director Christy Shearin and Nick Tusa with Tusa Consulting
provided an update on the Radio Project.
Mr. Tusa verified workmanship at the new Youngsville site is in conformance with the contract
and is extremely well done. He does not yet possess coverage test data from Harris following a
drive test conducted two weeks prior in the Youngsville area. He said there was also a voice
quality test conducted with representatives from the Youngsville Fire Department. A meeting
was held with representatives earlier in the day and indicated they went specifically to areas
where in the past there were communication problems in Youngsville and surrounding areas. He
said those areas tested very well showing no issues with communication.
Mr. Tusa said there is still work to do. He noted Harris had inadvertently not installed the
paging transmitters at the Youngsville site. The issue has now been resolved and Harris is
committed to installing the equipment.
Mr. Tusa said the coverage objective was 95% countywide and said that expectation had
previously been met everywhere except Youngsville. He expects the latest test data will meet
coverage requirements because of the location of the site and expects to receive results in the
near future.
No action was requested or taken.
8.

BACK-UP PSAP UPDATE

Emergency Communications Director Christy Shearin provided an update on the back-up PSAP
(public safety access point) requirement and progress to meet this requirement.
Originally the plan involved the use of other buildings but a revised plan was submitted to the
state and approval was granted earlier in the day. Mrs. Shearin indicated Halifax County would
answer 911 calls for Franklin, process the calls and relay them via a radio talk group.
She stated she would still need to purchase approximately $7,000 in equipment that may be
covered by 911 funds that would have to be reviewed by the state analyst. No other financial
impacts are expected.
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An agreement between Franklin and Halifax will need to be signed and is expected to be
implemented well before the state’s July 1, 2017 deadline.
No action was requested or taken.
9.

APPOINTMENTS
A. Airport Commission
Commissioner Dunston nominated John Allers for reappointment.
Commissioner Foy made a motion to approve the nomination, seconded by
Commissioner Bunn. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting
“AYE.”

B. Board of Adjustment
Commissioner Schriver nominated Robert Carlson for reappointment
Commissioner Dunston nominated Dewey Botts for reappointment.
Commissioner Foy made a motion to approve the nominations, seconded by
Commissioner Bunn. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting
“AYE.”
C. Economic Development Commission
Commissioner Schriver nominated Matthew Winslow for reappointment.
Commissioner Dunston nominated Robert Sykes for reappointment.
Commissioner Bunn nominated Darrell Smith for appointment.
Commissioner Foy made a motion to approve the nominations, seconded by
Commissioner Bunn. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting
“AYE.”
D. Emergency Medical Services Advisory Committee
Commissioner Dunston nominated Zollie Gill for reappointment.
Commissioner Foy made a motion to approve the nomination, seconded by
Commissioner Bunn. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting
“AYE.”
E. Parks and Recreation Advisory Board
Commissioner Schriver nominated W.G. Arnold for reappointment.
Commissioner Dunston nominated Jack Edgerton for reappointment.
Commissioner Foy made a motion to approve the nominations, seconded by
Commissioner Bunn. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting
“AYE.”
F. Planning Board
Commissioner Schriver nominated William Holden and Steven Buescher for
reappointment.
Commissioner Dunston nominated Robert Mann and Mary Solomon for
reappointment.
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Commissioner Foy made a motion to approve the nominations, seconded by
Commissioner Bunn. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting
“AYE.”
G. Solid Waste Education Task Force
Commissioner Schriver nominated Ed Harris for appointment.
Commissioner Dunston nominated Pierre Giani for reappointment.
Commissioner Foy made a motion to approve the nominations, seconded by
Commissioner Bunn. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting
“AYE.”

H. Tourism Development Authority
Commissioner Dunston nominated Dee Patel for reappointment.
Commissioner Dickerson nominated Cedric Jones for reappointment.
Commissioner Foy made a motion to approve the nominations, seconded by
Commissioner Bunn. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting
“AYE.”
10.

OTHER BUSINESS

County Manager Angela L. Harris asked the Board to consider a motion to approve architectural
and design work for Phase 2A at Louisburg High School.
According to Mrs. Harris when commissioners granted approval for the Board of Education to
move forward with school projects and issue the remaining $11.4 million in bonds, staff
understood if funding was available Phase 2 would be examined and the school board would
come back for discussion. She noted approval of the architectural and design work would not
constitute approval of the project itself.
Commissioner Dunston made a motion to approve architectural and design work for Phase 2A
at Louisburg High School not to exceed $175,000. The motion was seconded by Commissioner
Schriver and duly carried approval from all present voting “AYE.”
Funding for the architectural and design work would come from bond monies.
11.

BOARD, MANAGER AND CLERK’S COMMENTS

This was the time set aside for the Board of County Commissioners, the County Manager, and
the Clerk to the Board to report on various activities. The Board may also discuss other items of
interest.
County Clerk Kristen G. King: No comments were offered.
Commissioner Foy: No comments were offered.
Commissioner Bunn: No comments were offered.
Commissioner May: Commissioner May was absent.
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Commissioner Jones: Commissioner Jones attended a recent meetings of the Board of Health,
Five County Mental Health and Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization.
Commissioner Jones also congratulated Clerk to the Board Kristen G. King for recently receiving
recertification as a North Carolina Certified County Clerk.
Commissioner Schriver: Commissioner Schriver commented he and Commissioner Dickerson
had a recent opportunity to become educated on public utilities in the county. He said he is
beginning to see the complexity of appropriating natural resources and noted there is much hard
work being done by the Public Utilities Advisory Committee.
Commissioner Dunston: No comments were offered.
Commissioner Dickerson: No comments were offered.
County Manager Angela L. Harris: Mrs. Harris commented on the following:
 Mrs. Harris attended a recent conference for city and county managers.
 Mrs. Harris noted staff had kicked off budget meetings with department heads and said
she would begin scheduling sessions for commissioners.
At approximately 8:47 P.M., Commissioner Bunn made a motion to adjourn, seconded by
Commissioner Dunston. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.”

Cedric Jones, Chair
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Kristen G. King, Clerk to the Board

