Press Release
Soil & Water Conservation District recognizes local winners for “The Living Soil” conservation contest
Louisburg, NC, April 23, 2019
The Franklin County Franklin Soil & Water Conservation District was happy to recognize Franklin County Schools students during the 23rd Annual Franklin Soil & Water Conservation District Awards Program. Held Thursday, April 11 at the Franklin County Agriculture Building Annex in Louisburg, students, parents and teachers enjoyed a pizza supper before the annual program. 
Prizes were awarded for entries in the 2019 Poster and Essay contest and the 2019 bookmark contest. The 2019 contest theme was ‘The Living Soil’ and students in third through fifth grade were eligible to enter the Poster Contest. Sixth grade students competed in the essay contest. 
For the second year, the District also sponsored a bookmark contest for kindergarten through second grade students. This year’s bookmark theme was “Birds, Bees & Butterflies” and winners received $25 and 200 printed bookmarks featuring their design. Winning bookmarks have been distributed and be found at local branches of the Franklin County Library and in school libraries. 
Winners of the Bookmark Contest were Ellie Jordan, a kindergartener at Franklinton Elementary, Sydney Hawthorne, a first grader at Long Mill Elementary and Randi Arrington, a second grader at Bunn Elementary. 29 other students in third through fifth grade were recognized for winning first, second and third place in this year’s Poster and Essay contest. 
Contest winners in third grade were Jacob Sheldon, Shelsea Aldana-Cortez, Deisy Garcia Conde, Ryder Compton, Aileah Perry Arianna Greene and Cameron Edwards. Fourth grade winners were Carmen Green, Zi’yon Cooke, Rose DeBose and Connor Horton. Fifth grade winners were Luke Sheldon, Lauren Strickland, Sophia Beilert, Keely Hawthorne, Kaylee Barrera Lopez, Isaiah Edgerton, Kylee Tucker, Paige Lundy, Gianna Arias, Kylie Sykes and Sabrina Carreon Vazquez. 
Sixth grade Essay contest winners were Brianna McBride, Lindsey Lundy, Samantha Crannell, Tara Ball, Sara Gilman, Ethan Namishia and Evelyn Brandon. Overall, students were awarded over $780 in cash prizes for first, second, third & County wins.  The District also reproduced the three winning bookmarks for public distribution. 
Four students were surprised to be named first place Franklin County winners — Brianna McBride, Isaiah Edgerton, Carmen Green and Aileah Perry each received $50 for their contest entry. Of these, three students were selected as winners in the Area IV Association of Soil & Water Conservation Districts contest. Area IV is comprised of Franklin, Warren, Wake, Wilson, Durham, Edgecombe, Halifax, Vance, Granville, Nash and Johnston counties. 
Sixth grade student Brianna McBride from Cedar Creek Middle was announced as second place Area IV Essay winner, receiving an additional $50 prize. Isaiah Edgerton from Edward Best Elementary was announced second place fifth grade Area IV poster contest winner and received $50. Rounding out the Area IV winners was Aileah Perry who was selected as first place third grade Area IV poster contest winner and awarded $100 as her prize. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Soil & Water Conservation District sponsors these contests each year. For information on how your child can participate in the 2019-2020 “Wetlands Are Wonderful” contest, call the District at 919-496-3137 ext. 3. 

 












Franklin County Government is committed to effective and innovative public services for all of Franklin County citizens and businesses. 
