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May 18, 2020 
 

Due to the COVID-19 virus pandemic and North Carolina Governor Roy Cooper’s Executive 
Order 121, the Board of Commissioners of Franklin County, North Carolina, met for its Regular 
Meeting at 7:00 P.M. via an electronic meeting (Zoom) with the following Commissioners 
present: Chairman Sidney E. Dunston, Vice-Chair Shelley Dickerson, Mark Speed, Cedric K. 
Jones, Sr., David Bunn and Michael Schriver. Commissioner Harry L. Foy, Jr. joined the meeting 
after its start. 
 

Please note that due to mass gathering restrictions as outlined in Executive Order 121, the public 
was not allowed to physically attend this meeting; however, the meeting was livestreamed on 
YouTube at http://franklincounty.today. Citizens were also able to view or listen to the meeting 
via Zoom. 
 
Chairman Dunston called the meeting to order, called the roll and asked the Board to consider 
approval of the consent agenda.  
 
Commissioner Bunn made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Speed and duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.” 
 
The items approved are as follows. 
 
1. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. May 4, 2020 Minutes 
B. Releases, Adjustments, Refunds and Tax Collection Rate 
C. Adjournment of the 2020 Board of Equalization & Review 
D. Surplus of Glock 17 handgun (serial #VUS274) valued at approximately $360 to sell to 

retiring officer Bruce Baker in the amount of $1 
E. Budget Ordinance Amendment #6 (Pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 159-

15, the County Finance Officer is requesting a budget ordinance amendment in the 
amount of $58,946 to amend the General Fund to recognize Board action from 
previous meetings, and additional funding from DHHS for Duke Energy Progress – 
Energy Neighbor Fund.) 

F. Project Budget Ordinance for Airport Pavement Rehabilitation Design and Bid in the 
amount of $570,000 

G. Audit Contract for FYE 2020/Engagement Letter 
H. Notice of Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant Requirements and Restrictions 

on Property 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://franklincounty.today/
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Item 1-E 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     BUDGET ORDINANCE AMENDMENT #6

     BE IT ORDAINED  by the Board of Commissioners of the  County

 of  Franklin, North  Carolina, that pursuant  to North  Carolina 

 General Statute 159-15,  the following amendment be made to the

 annual budget ordinance for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020.

 Section 1. To amend the General Fund to recognize Board action from 

previous meetings, and additional funding from DHHS for Duke Energy 

Progress- Energy Neighbor Fund.

Amount

 Expenditures      Account # of Increase

_________________________________________   ______________ __________________

Transfer to Airport Fund (Project Match) 10-650-0590 57,000$          

DSS - Duke Energy Project Share 10-612-0420 1,946$           

Total 58,946$          

==================

Amount

 Revenues      Account # of Increase

_____________________________________   ______________ __________________

GF Fund Balance 10-399-0000 57,000$          

DSS Duke Energy Progress Energy 10-612-0420 1,946$           

Total 58,946$          

==================

 Section 2.  Copies of this amendment  shall be furnished to the 

 Clerk of the Board of Commissioners, the Budget Officer, and the

 Finance Officer for their direction.

 Adopted this 18th day of May 2020.

Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners

Clerk to the Board
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Item 1-F 

 
FRANKLIN COUNTY 

PROJECT BUDGET ORDINANCE 

AIRPORT PAVEMENT REHABILIATION DESIGN AND BID 

 

 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Franklin County Board of Commissioners pursuant to North 

Carolina General Statutes 159-8 and 159-13.2, the following project ordinance is hereby 

adopted: 

 

SECTION 1: The project authorized is to design and bid the rehabilitation of the  

Triangle North Executive Airport pavement to include runway, taxiways, and apron areas.  

Additionally, the geometry will be revised to meet current FAA standards. 

 

SECTION 2: The following revenues are available to complete the project: 

 

 NC Department of Transportation Grant                                    $ 513,000 

            County Funds                                                                                   57,000       

            Total                                                                                            $ 570,000  

 

SECTION 3: The following line item is created for this project and line item appropriation is 

hereby approved: 

 

 Project costs (36244.43.11.1)                                                     $ 570,000 

           

SECTION 4: The County’s Finance Director is hereby directed to maintain sufficient detailed 

accounting records to provide the accounting for the recordation of revenues and expenses for 

this project. 

 

SECTION 5: The Finance Officer is directed to report quarterly on the financial status of the 

project and the total revenues received. 

 

SECTION 6: Copies of this ordinance shall be made available to the Budget Officer and the 

Finance Director for direction in carrying out this project. 
 

 
2. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

This was the time set aside by the Board of Commissioners to allow individuals to address 
the Board on issues concerning the county. 
 
Members of the public who wished to make public comments were required to register by 
emailing publiccomments@franklincountync.us before 12:00 pm (noon) on Monday, May 
18, 2020 and include their name, address, comment topic, phone number they would call 
from and email address. Individuals were recognized (by video or phone call using the 
instructions listed at the beginning of this agenda) for comments in the order registered. 

mailto:publiccomments@franklincountync.us
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The time limit for each speaker was five minutes with a total time limit set aside for 
informal public comments totaling 30 minutes.  
 
Scott Strickland, 40 Shelia’s Lane Louisburg, NC 

• Mr. Strickland spoke regarding his concerns with the emergency radio system.  
 
Jeremy Neal, 2859 White Level Road, Castalia NC 

• Mr. Neal provided comments relative Emergency Radio Issues, Broadband LLC 
and National EMS Week. 

 
Frank Winstead, 145 Victoria Ct., Youngsville, NC  

• Mr. Winstead provided comments regarding County health concerns. 
 

3. PUBLIC HEARING: COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 
Staff has been working with McGill & Associates for the past year in order to update the 
County’s Comprehensive Development Plan (CDP). The purpose of the Comprehensive 
Plan is to identify a desired vision for the County’s future, identify community priorities, 
and articulate strategies to address community priorities. The entire CDP was posted for  
viewing at the following address: https://www.franklincountync.us/services/planning-
and-inspections/comprehensive-development-plan. 
 
Members of the public who wished to participate in the public hearing could share their comments in one of 
two methods: 

 

• Share comments during the meeting using Zoom via audio or video. If you wish to 
address the Board, you must register at publiccomments@franklincountync.us before 
12:00 pm (noon) on Monday, May 18, 2020. Please include your name, address, public 
hearing topic, phone number you will be calling from and email address. You will be 
recognized by the Chairman for comments in the order that you registered. 

• Email written comments to publiccomments@franklincountync.us before 12:00 pm 
(noon) on Monday, May 18, 2020. Please include your name, address and public 
hearing topic. Comments will be shared with the Board and made part of the official 
record. Written comments received within 24 hours after the hearing is closed will 
also be shared with the Board and made a part of the official record. No additional 
comments were received per the Clerk to the Board.  

 
Planning and Inspections Director Scott Hammerbacher offered the following PowerPoint 
presentation. 

https://www.franklincountync.us/services/planning-and-inspections/comprehensive-development-plan
https://www.franklincountync.us/services/planning-and-inspections/comprehensive-development-plan
mailto:publiccomments@franklincountync.us
mailto:publiccomments@franklincountync.us
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Following the presentation, Chairman Dunston opened and closed the public hearing 
with no public comments offered.  
 
The Board will be asked to consider approval of the CDP at its meeting on June 1, 2020. 
 
Commissioner Foy joined the meeting at the end of this discussion.  
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4. 2020-2021 BUDGET PRESENTATION 
 
The Board received the budget proposal and asked to call for a public hearing on June 1, 
2020 in order to receive public comment on the budget proposal. 
 
County Manager Angela L. Harris provided excerpts from her budget message. The full 
document is shared below.   
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Finance Director Jamie Holtzman then shared the following PowerPoint presentation.  
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Commissioner Jones made a motion to call for a public hearing on the budget for June 1, 
2020. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Speed and duly carried approval with 
all present voting “AYE.” 
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5. UPDATE: COVID-19 
 

Health Director Scott LaVigne provided an update on the pandemic.  
 
Mr. LaVigne stated there are now 124 positive cases in Franklin County, 21 more since the 
Board’s last meeting/update. He said today and May 11, 2020 were the highest case number 
days with seven new cases reported. He stated 99 counties out of 100 in the State of North 
Carolina have positive COVID cases. Avery County is the only county that does not have 
reported cases.  
 
Mr. LaVigne expects the Governor will issue new executive order guidance by mid-week 
and said the Phase 2 plan is expected to begin this Friday. At that time, the county’s curfew 
is also set to sunset. He also noted the outbreak at Louisburg Nursing Center seems to be 
in the containment phase and said last week the Board of Health voted to approve a 
stringent Coronavirus testing program similar to that of Tennessee and New York for 
congregate care facilities. 

 
No action was requested.  
 

6. YOUNGSVILLE MAIN STREET IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT - UTILITIES 
 

The Town of Youngsville is planning to undertake a road work project on Main Street that 
is funded through federal funds and anticipating to bid out the project in June 2020.  The 
county is working with the Town to complete the design for the utility rehabilitation and 
wishes to adopt a resolution allowing the County Manager to negotiate a contract with 
an engineering firm. 
 
Public Utilities Director Chris Doherty offered the following PowerPoint presentation.  
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Commissioner Schriver made a motion to approve the Resolution Exempting Franklin 
County from GS 143-64.31 for Youngsville Main Street Utility Improvements and to 
designate the County Manager to enter into an agreement with a design engineer at a 
design cost not to exceed $48,467.83 and approve moving forward with the project at an 
engineer’s estimated cost of $866,890. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Speed 
and duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.” 
 
Funding will be appropriated from the Public Utilities Fund Balance and the Finance 
Director will proceed with the project ordinance at a future board meeting and advertise 
for bids at a future date.  
 

 
RESOLUTION EXEMPTING FRANKLIN COUNTY FROM GS 143-64.31 for the 
YOUNGSVILLE MAIN STREET UTILITY IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 

WHEREAS, G.S. 143-64.31 requires the initial solicitation and evaluation of firms to perform 
architectural, engineering, surveying, construction management-at-risk services, and design-
build services (collectively “design services”) to be based on qualifications and without regard 
to fee; 
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WHEREAS, the County proposes to enter into one or more contracts for design services for 
work on the Youngsville Main Street Utility Improvements Project; and 

WHEREAS, G.S. 143-64.32 authorizes units of local government to exempt contracts for 
design services from the qualifications-based selection requirements of G.S. 143-64.31 if the 
estimated fee is less than $50,000; and 

WHEREAS, the estimated fee for design services for the above-described project is less than 
$50,000. 

NOW, THEREFORE, Franklin County Board of County Commissioners RESOLVES: 

Section 1. The above-described project is hereby made exempt from the provisions of G.S. 
143-64.31. 

Section 2.   The Board of Commissioners authorizes the County Manager to determine the 
best firm and enter into a contract for design engineering for the Youngsville 
Main Street Utility Improvements Project.  It is beneficial to use the same firm as 
the Town of Youngsville and will strengthen the project. 

Section 3.   This resolution shall be effective upon adoption. 

 
7. BROADBAND UPDATE 
 

Assistant County Manager Kim Denton provided an update on Broadband activities in the 
County.  The need for broadband services has been particularly highlighted as a result of 
the COVID-19 Crisis.  She introduced Alan Fitzpatrick, CEO of Open Broadband LLC, 
who provided an update on progress related to the implementation of Open Broadband’s 
fixed wireless services in Franklin County. Open Broadband LLC representatives Kent 
Winrich, Chief Technology Officer and Alan Helias, Area Manager were also be in 
attendance. 
 
Mr. Fitzpatrick offered the following PowerPoint presentation.  
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No action was requested.  
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8. APPOINTMENTS 
 

Franklin County Community Advisory Council (CAC) 
 

The Board was asked to consider appointing 7-15 voting members to the CAC. The 
suggested membership is as follows: 

• Alma Rodriguez  

• Cedric Jones  

• Crishna Murray 

• Deborah Fowler  

• Heather Lewis  

• Kathleen Flaherty  

• Mary Jo Van Horne 

• Rhonda Schuhler 

• Tracy Dunston  

Commissioner Schriver made a motion to approve the appointments, seconded by 
Commissioner Dickerson. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.” 

 
9. OTHER BUSINESS 

 
Commissioner Schriver requested an update on the water supply study timeline. He also 
stated he would like the Board to consider a water rate increase.  
 

10. BOARD, MANAGER AND CLERK’S COMMENTS 
 

This was the time set aside for the Board of County Commissioners, the County Manager, 
and the Clerk to the Board to report on various activities.  The Board may also discuss 
other items of interest. 

 
Clerk to the Board Kristen G. King – Ms. King asked to recess tonight’s meeting to May 
21, 2020 at 3pm. A budget work session will be held at that time.  

 
Commissioner Dunston – Commissioner Dunston thanked staff for their vigilance during 
the pandemic and jokingly thanked his German Shephard for her companionship during 
the quarantine.  
 
Commissioner Dickerson – No comments were offered. 

 
Commissioner Foy – Commissioner Foy inquired about details of the Governor’s phasing 
process. He was reminded the Governor would likely announce a new Executive Order 
within the week.   

 
Commissioner Bunn – No comments were offered. 
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Commissioner Speed – Commissioner Speed stated he is still receiving complaints from 
emergency radio system users, most recently over the weekend. He said he recently 
participated in a ride along and experienced the VIPER system he felt was superior to the 
system the county currently uses for emergency communication.  

 
Commissioner Jones – No comments were offered. 

 
Commissioner Schriver – Commissioner Schriver recognized his appreciation for 
mother’s in light of Mother’s Day during the month of May. He thanked his own mother 
for assisting him with a haircut during quarantine.   
 
County Manager Angela L. Harris – Mrs. Harris encouraged citizens to participate in the 
2020 Census. Today, she said Franklin County had a participation rate of only 53.9%. 

 
11. CLOSED SESSION 

 
The Board was asked to conduct a closed session pursuant to North Carolina General 
Statute 143-318.11 (a) (3) Attorney-Client Privileged Communication. 
 
Commissioner Schriver made a motion to enter into closed session, seconded by 
Commissioner Speed. The motion was approved 6 to 1, with Commissioner Foy voting in 
opposition.  
 
At approximately 11:15pm following closed session, Commissioner Schriver made a motion 
to enter back into open session. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jones and 
duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.” 
 
No action was taken.  
 
Commissioner Bunn made a motion to recess until Thursday, May 21, 2020 at 3pm. The 
motion was seconded by Commissioner Jones and duly carried approval with all present 
voting “AYE.” 
 
      
 
             
Sidney E. Dunston, Chair                            Kristen G. King, Clerk to the Board 
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