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February 3, 2020 
 

The Board of Commissioners of Franklin County, North Carolina, met for its Regular Meeting at 

7:00 P.M. in the Commissioner’s Conference Room located in the County Administration 

Building with the following Commissioners present: Chairman Sidney E. Dunston, Vice-

Chairman Shelley L. Dickerson, Commissioners Cedric K. Jones, Mark Speed, Michael S. 

Schriver, David T. Bunn and Harry L. Foy, Jr.  

 

Chairman Dunston called the meeting to order and asked the board to consider approval of the 

consent agenda.  

 
Commissioner Jones made a motion to approve the consent agenda. The motion was seconded 

by Commissioner Dickerson and duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.” 

 

The items approved are as follows. 

 

1. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. January 21, 2020 Minutes 
B. Consider TDA (Tourism Development Authority) request to fund a $4,000 grant for 

the Triangle Business Journal Marketing Project 
C. Annual Report of Unpaid Taxes that are liens on Real Property 
D. Second Amendment to AT&T Tower Lease 

 
2. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
This was the time set aside by the Board of Commissioners to allow individuals five minutes to 
address the Board on issues concerning the county.  
 
Bobbie Richardson, 7309 NC Highway 561, Louisburg, NC 

• Former North Carolina Representative Bobbie Richardson asked the Board to consider a 
resolution in favor of Medicaid Expansion to assist those who are uninsured or 
underinsured in the state. She asked that such a resolution be sent to North Carolina 
Representative Lisa Barnes and Senator John Alexander.  

 
Dr. Phillip Stover, 307 North Main Street, Louisburg, NC 

• Dr. Stover provided a handout to the Board showing effects on Franklin County from the 
failure to expand Medicaid and asked the Board to consider passing a resolution in 
support of Medicaid Expansion so citizens will stop needlessly dying and suffering from 
treatable conditions.  

• During Dr. Stover’s comments, Commissioner Foy made a motion to extend his time to 
provide comment. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Dickerson and duly 
carried approval with all present voting “AYE.” 

 
Dewey Botts, 675 Howard Tant Road, Zebulon, NC 

• Mr. Botts stated he represents the Democratic Party and also encouraged the Board to 
consider support of Medicaid Expansion.  

 
Armenta Eaton, 1844 Mays Crossroads Road, Louisburg, NC 

• Ms. Eaton stated she represents the Franklin County Chapter of Concerned Women for 
Justice. She too encouraged the Board to support Medicaid Expansion in North Carolina.  

 
Michael Gordian, 1401 Mackinaw Drive, Wake Forest, NC 

• Mr. Gordian serves as CFO (Chief Financial Officer) for Maria Parham Health. He 
encouraged the Board to support Medicaid Expansion by approving a resolution.  

• During Mr. Gordian’s comments, Commissioner Foy made a motion to extend his time to 
provide comment. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bunn and duly carried 
approval with all present voting “AYE.” 
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Anna Russell, 405 Longbourne Drive, Wake Forest, NC 

• Ms. Russell stated she is both pleased and excited with many of the new policies in place 
at the Franklin County Animal Shelter. She feels shelter care is moving in a positive 
direction and asked for improvements to continue such as a spay and neuter program 
and better hours to accommodate for more pet adoptions.  

 
Lucy T. Allen, 312 North Main Street, Louisburg, NC 

• Former North Carolina Representative Lucy T. Allen echoed other comments made 
regarding Medicaid Expansion. She too asked the Board to be in favor.  

 
3. COMPLETION OF UPSET BID PROCESS ON PARCEL 017230 
 
The Upset Bid process for Parcel 017230 completed with the highest bid being $5,400 by 
Elizabeth Seitz of 527 Perdues Road, Louisburg. This county-owned parcel is a 2.0 acre tract of 
land, located off Perdues Road, Louisburg with a 2018 tax value of $4,680. The property is a 
vacant lot. At the January 6, 2020 meeting of the Board of Commissioners, it was resolved to 
initiate the upset bid process on this parcel. Pursuant to NCGS 160A-269, this process has been 
completed with the final bid amount being $5,400. 
 
Commissioner Foy made a motion to approve the final sale for Parcel 017230. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Bunn and duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.” 
 
4. FISCAL YEAR 2018/2019 AUDIT PRESENTATION 

 
Tara Roberson of Winston, Williams, Creech, Evans & Company, LLP presented the 2018/2019 
Audit. Ms. Roberson’s presentation follows.  
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No action was requested or taken.  
 
5. YEAR TO DATE BUDGET REPORT 
 
Finance Director Jamie Holtzman offered a brief status report of Fiscal Year 2019/2020 as of 
December 31, 2019. 
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No action was requested or taken.  
  
6. UPDATE: RADIONUCLIDES IN GROUNDWATER 
 
Scott LaVigne, Health Director, provided an update on the Health Department’s efforts to 
address radionuclides in ground (well) water in Franklin County, including a discussion of 
aggregate test results and an updated map of affected wells that have thus far tested above 
recommended levels in the county. 
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No action was requested.  
  
7. HEALTH DEPARTMENT ACCREDITATION RESULTS 
 
Scott LaVigne, Health Director, provided the results of the department’s recent reaccreditation. 
He stated all Health Departments in North Carolina must be re-accredited by the North 
Carolina Local Health Directors’ Accreditation Board every four years. After several years of hard 
work, he said Franklin County completed its re-accreditation site review on January 9, 2020 and 
was officially notified on January 15, 2020 that it was re-accredited “With Honors.” Mr. LaVigne 
stated only a handful of Health Department’s in North Carolina received that distinction. He 
acknowledged a number of department employees for their team effort in the process.  
 
No action was requested or taken.  
 
8. UPDATE: SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
 
Sheriff Kent Winstead provided an update on activities within the Sheriff’s Office to include the 
Detention Center and Animal Services and other initiatives. His presentation follows. 
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Sheriff Winstead thanked the Board for its support of additional positions at the shelter and 
asked that it continue to support the shelter. 
 
No action was requested or taken.   
 
9. UPDATE: EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Assistant Emergency Communications Director Heather V. Joyner provided an update on 
community events and outreach. Her presentation follows. 
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No action was requested or taken.   
 
10. APPOINTMENTS 
 
Board members were asked to consider appointments to the following boards/commissions. 
 

A. Economic Development Commission 
 
Commissioner Bunn nominated Jeremy Neal to serve as his representative on the 
Economic Development Commission. The nomination was seconded by 
Commissioner Schriver and duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.” 
 

B. Library Board 
 
Commissioner Foy was asked to appoint a representative. No appointment was 
made. 
 

11. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Commissioner Speed read aloud a resolution entitled “A Resolution to Preserve and Defend the 
Constitution of the United States and North Carolina.” He asked the Board to consider its 
approval. 
 
Commissioner Speed made the motion to approve the resolution as presented, seconded by 
Commissioner Schriver. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.” 
 
 

A RESOLUTION TO PRESERVE AND DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION OF  
THE UNITED STATES AND NORTH CAROLINA 

 
WHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States is the Supreme law of our nation; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution states, "a well-regulated militia, necessary to the security 
of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms, not be infringed;" and  
 
WHEREAS, Article 1 Section 30 of the North Carolina Constitution states, "a well-regulated militia being necessary to the 
security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed;" and  
 
WHEREAS, it is further recognized that the Second Amendment to the Constitution guarantees that individuals have the right to 
keep and bear arms in a manner that shall not be infringed; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Supreme Court of the United States has, through multiple rulings upheld an individual's right to keep and bear 
arms when federal, state, and local laws have sought to restrict that right; and  
 
WHEREAS, the right to bear arms is a fundamental right to self-defense, the defense of others including family members, the 
protection of individual liberty, and for the preservation of our United States and the Constitution; and  
 
WHEREAS, it is acknowledged that the right of individuals to keep and bear arms is under attack in the United States of America 
by elected officials from multiple levels of Government; and  
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WHEREAS, the illegal misuse of firearms is not a reason to infringe upon the Constitutional rights of the law-abiding citizens of 
Franklin County; and  
 
WHEREAS, the members of the Franklin County Board of Commissioners have taken an oath to defend and uphold the 
Constitution of North Carolina; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Franklin County Board of Commissioners wishes to express its deep and abiding commitment to protecting all 
Constitutional rights of Franklin County Citizens and stands opposed to any law, regulation, or other act that would infringe on 
the citizens’ second amendment rights; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Franklin County Board of Commissioners declares that it stands as a County that will 
respect, protect, and defend the Second Amendment rights of Franklin County citizens and will oppose within the limits of the 
Constitutions of the United States and the state of North Carolina, any efforts to unconstitutionally restrict such rights and to 
use such constitutional means at its disposal to protect the rights of its citizens to keep and bear arms.  
 
FURTHERMORE, the Franklin County Board of Commissioners implores the United States Congress and North Carolina 
Legislature to preserve, uphold and protect the rights of all law-abiding citizens to keep and bear arms under the United States 
Constitution and reject any provision, law, or regulation that may infringe, have the tendency to infringe or place any additional 
burdens on those rights. 

 

 
Commissioner Dickerson then read aloud a resolution entitled “Medicaid Expansion 
Resolution.” She asked the Board to consider its approval.  
 
Commissioner Dickerson made the motion to approve the resolution as presented, seconded by 
Commissioner Speed. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.” 
 
 

MEDICAID EXPANSION RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, the General Assembly’s 2013 decision to REJECT Medicaid Expansion has jeopardized rural hospitals and denied 
coverage to between 365,000 and 500,000 North Carolinians, leading to thousands of preventable deaths; and  
 
WHEREAS, thirty-seven states including the southern states of Arkansas, Virginia and Louisiana, have expanded Medicaid; and  
 
WHEREAS, rural communities generally suffer higher uninsured rates and have less dense populations, many small, rural North 
Carolina counties would see a greater share of their population gain eligibility for affordable health insurance coverage if 
lawmakers close the coverage gap; and  
 
WHEREAS, studies have shown that Medicaid expansion helps keep rural hospitals afloat, and in North Carolina at least six rural 
hospitals have closed their doors since 2010; and 
 
WHEREAS, a 2019 study funded by the Cone Health Foundation reveals that more than 37,000 jobs would be added to the NC 
economy and that business activity would increase in NC by $11.7 billion dollars in just 3 years between 2020-2022 if the 
General Assembly expanded Medicaid; and  
 
WHEREAS, according to the 2019 annual U.S. Census Bureau Report, North Carolina’s 10.7 percent uninsured rate is the 9th 
highest in the nation;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Franklin County Board of Commissioners request that Representative Lisa Barnes 
and Senator John Alexander vote for a 2020 budget bill that includes Medicaid expansion. 
 

 
12. BOARD, MANAGER AND CLERK’S COMMENTS 
 
This was the time set aside for the Board of County Commissioners, the County Manager, and 
the Clerk to the Board to report on various activities.  The Board may also discuss other items of 
interest. 
 
County Clerk Kristen G. King: No comments were offered.  

 

Commissioner Foy: Commissioner Foy stated he attended a recent Emergency Medical Services 
Advisory Committee (EMSAC) meeting. He said the meeting was both informative and well 
attended. The group will meet again in March 2020.  
 
Commissioner Bunn: No comments were offered.   

 

Commissioner Dickerson: No comments were offered.   

 

Commissioner Schriver: No comments were offered.   
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Commissioner Jones: No comments were offered.   

 

Commissioner Speed: No comments were offered.   

 

Commissioner Dunston: No comments were offered.   

 

County Manager Angela L. Harris: Mrs. Harris commented on the following: 

• Mrs. Harris reported savings on the January 28, 2020 bond sale would be almost $1.3 

million over the next ten years.  

• Mrs. Harris stated the budget kickoff was held January 28, 2020 with department heads 

with a directive of no tax increase. She asked the Board to provide feedback on the 

upcoming budget and to begin to consider scheduling work sessions.  

• Mrs. Harris acknowledged Finance Director Jamie Holtzman for her recent completion 

of the LGFCU (Local Government Federal Credit Union) Fellows Leading for Results 

Course.  

• Mrs. Harris recently attended a meeting of the Emergency Medical Services Advisory 

Committee (EMSAC). She said it was a productive meeting and that the group would 

soon begin meeting on a quarterly schedule. For now, its next meeting is scheduled for 

March, 2020.  

• Lastly, Mrs. Harris shared a video of the FLIR camera system operated by the North 

Carolina Wing of the Civil Air Patrol. The video can be located at 

https://abc11.com/technology/new-camera-for-civil-air-patrol-a-valuable-tool-to-help-save-

lives/5891805/. 

 

13. CLOSED SESSION 
 
The Board was asked to enter into closed session pursuant to North Carolina General Statute 
143-318.11 (a)(3) to consult with an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to 
preserve the attorney-client privilege between the attorney and the public body, which privilege 
is hereby acknowledged.  
 
At approximately 9:33 P.M., Commissioner Schriver made a motion to enter into closed session, 
seconded by Commissioner Speed. The motion carried 6 to 1, with Commissioner Foy voting in 
opposition.  
 
At approximately 10:42 P.M., Commissioner Bunn made a motion to enter back into open 
session, seconded by Commissioner Schriver. The motion duly carried approval with all present 
voting “AYE.” 
 
No action was taken as a result of closed session. 
 

At approximately 10:43 P.M., Commissioner Speed made a motion to adjourn, seconded by 

Commissioner Jones. The motion duly carried approval with all present voting “AYE.” 

 

 

 

              

Sidney E. Dunston, Chair                                    Kristen G. King, Clerk to the Board 

 

 

 

https://abc11.com/technology/new-camera-for-civil-air-patrol-a-valuable-tool-to-help-save-lives/5891805/
https://abc11.com/technology/new-camera-for-civil-air-patrol-a-valuable-tool-to-help-save-lives/5891805/
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