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Agenda

• Process Update

• Community Input | Major Themes

• Scenario Planning
➢ Future Growth and Conservation 

Alternatives
➢ Place Types

• Next Steps
➢ Interactive Stations



the process
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community input | major themes



Community Meeting 1

• Held in 3 locations in May

• Louisburg

• Youngsville

• NE Franklin Co.

• >70 attendees
• provided with plan information

• given the opportunity to ask questions

• discuss the impact of growth on the county

• express their concerns

• share their vision for Franklin County



Other Activities

Horse Farm Tour

65 attendees

Website

298 unique visits



Survey

Survey was open  from April – June 2019

593 responses were received!

ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES CITED 
MOST FREQUENTLY:

• Roads and traffic problems must be 
addressed

• People want more dining and 
entertainment options

• Water and sewer infrastructure 
must be fixed

• Need to grow commercial base to 
relieve tax burden on residents

• Preserve parks and greenspace, 
develop trails 

• Smart/sustainable growth practices 
need to be applied
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Pace of growth has 
been good

Growth has occurred 
too quickly

Growth has occurred 
too slowly

Don’t know/haven’t 
been here long 
enough
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A Fun Franklin



A “Green” Franklin



A Healthier Franklin
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Dollars and Sense



Getting from Here to There



Water Wise



Virtual Existence



alternative growth scenarios



General Framework

FUTURE LAND USE

CONSERVATION 

SUPPORTING 
INFRASTRUCTURE

COMMUNITY 



Principle + Data Approach

PRINCIPLE DRIVEN

ECONOMIC 
PROSPERITY

SOCIAL 
PARTNERSHIPS

BALANCED 
DEVELOPMENT

VIBRANT 
NEIGHBORHOODS

LIVABLE 
COMMUNITY

CULTURAL 
CROSSROADS

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP

DATA DRIVEN



Existing 
Development 

Status & 
Constraints



Suitability



PART OF 

THE REGION 

SCENARIO

FRANKLIN 

FOCUSED 

SCENARIO



PART OF 

THE REGION 

SCENARIO

Live, Work, Shop, and Play in this Area
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• Low-density, single-use development 
patterns 

• Major shopping and employment 
centers located outside county

• Outward expansion of infrastructure 
Competition for land with access to 
public water and along major roads

• Housing options are few
• Reliance on personal automobiles 

Transit service infeasible
• Private open space the within lots of 

single-family homes
• Development of open space
• Additional encroachment of new 

development upon existing agricultural 
operations and potential loss of or 
encroachment on more agricultural 
lands 
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But what if…



Towns

..the towns are the primary growth areas?



…growth is directed?



…growth is directed?



...the airport is the center of 
employment growth?



...the airport is the center of 
employment growth?



...the airport is the center of 
employment growth?



“Rural areas also have a slight advantage over their 
metro counterparts in the rate of substantive innovation 
by the most innovative firms (those that are patent-
intensive). That’s because innovation in rural areas tends 
to be a product of patent-intensive manufacturing in 
industries like chemicals, electronics, and automotive or 
medical equipment, while urban areas have higher rates 
of innovation in services.”

...a hub of manufacturing + innovation on 56?



...a system of regional and local trails 
provide connectivity and recreation?



...corridors have limited access and 
development is concentrated on nodes ?



...housing appeals to many?



...conservation design became the easier option?



...encroachment on agriculture, especially 
north of the Tar River, is minimized?



FRANKLIN 

FOCUSED 

SCENARIO

Live, Work, Shop, and Play in this Area
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• Agricultural areas are strengthened
• Water quality is more easily maintained 

Development is occurring where 
existing capacity in infrastructure is 
available or feasibly extended 

• Towns are centers of activity
• More jobs as employment areas are 

also mixed-use
• An expanded airport is the focus of a 

regionally important employment 
center

• The capacity of highway corridors is 
better protected

• Neighborhoods are a mix of products 
• Rural living and hobby farms supported
• Rural crossroads provide centers
• Recreation takes on various forms 
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Side-by-Side Comparison



place types



Conventional Land 

Use Categories: 

• Agricultural / Residential

• Commercial

• Conservation District

• Heavy Industrial

• Light Industrial

• Low Density Residential

• Low-Medium Residential

• Mixed Use

• Office and Institutional 



“Commercial”



• Conservation 

• Productive Lands

• Rural Living

• Large Lot Residential

• Medium Lot Residential

• Small Lot Residential

• Mixed Residential

• Town Center 

• Rural Crossroads

• Neighborhood Center

• Community Commercial Center

• Mixed Use Center

• Office

• Employment MU Center

• Institutional Campus

• Industrial Village

• Industrial

CONSERVATION

AGRICULTURE

RURAL

SUBURBAN RES

MUNI CENTER

COMM / CTR

EMPL / CAMPUS

INDUSTRIAL

Place Types
are categories used to define a 
development pattern. In addition to 
land use, Place Types generally 
describe various elements that 
contribute to the character of a given 
area, such as 
• density (DUA and FAR expressed as 

ranges, not as specific as zoning)  
• scale (building heights and setbacks) 
• circulation (street types as well as 

block patterns and level of 
connectivity) 

• open space (land set aside for 
conservation, passive and/or active 
recreation, and amenities) 



Place Types



next steps
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• Big Ideas: 

Suggest Bold Policy Moves 

• Framework: 

Growth + Conservation Concepts

• Paint the Place: 

Place Types Application

• Graffiti Wall: 

Anything Goes!… share your thoughts

Interactive Stations


