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FRANKLYSPEAKING
A SERIES OF COMMUNITY MEETINGS ABOUT FRANKLIN COUNTY’S FUTURE



what is this all about?



What is a comprehensive plan?

• A visionary “roadmap” 

• Policy guide, NOT 
regulations!

• 20 years

• Interrelated topics 

• Communication!



the process
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franklin county today
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Almost 40% more by ‘40… and over 40

POPULATION MEDIAN AGE 

66,643 40.9

~90,000 >40

2017

2040
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369
Single family permits 
issued in 2018; 17% 

increase over 2017 and 
369% increase since 

2009.
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Source: FreddieMac, 2016



Source: THE COST OF COMMUNITY SERVICES IN FRANKLIN COUNTY, 2009
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RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

AGRICULTURAL

80%
RESIDENTIAL

20%
NONRESIDENTIAL

$0.89

$1.90

$1.32

Contribution toward 
each dollar’s worth of 
services received:

Tax Base

It’s a 
balancing 

act…
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Water, water everywhere, but…

94%
of utility 

customers are 
residential
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Approximately

17,000
commute to 

work outside of 
the county
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Approximately

13,000
people are 

employed in 
the county
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• 130 planes based here, waiting list

• Expansion underway
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park is a major 
selling point
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The average age of a farmer 
in Franklin County today.
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Voluntary 
Agricultural 

Districts (VADs)

• 538 farms* 
• 3,831 parcels 
• ~1/3 of county (107,967 

acres) in farmland*
• 15,791 acres in VAD or 

EVAD
• 500+ employed (~1%)

*AgCensus 2017

58
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Franklin County’s 

Quality of Life 
ranking (out of 100 

NC counties) 
--County Health Rankings 

and Roadmaps

2 OF TOP PRIORITY 
HEALTH CONCERNS: 

(1) Access to Health 
Services, and

(2) Exercise, Nutrition and Weight



draft goals



Draft Goals
• Long-term conservation of Franklin County’s rural/agrarian heritage and sustainable 

agriculture.

• The best possible quality of life for Franklin County’s citizens.

• Growth management that effectively directs development activity towards those areas 
that have existing or planned infrastructure capacity to adequately support the nature 
and intensity of anticipated and proposed land uses.

• Conservation of the community’s natural and cultural features that contribute to the 
character, aesthetic quality, and social fabric of the county.

• Preservation of the environmental quality of the county and integrity of its natural 
resources, including water, air, forests, plant and animal habitats, prime farmland soils, 
and wetlands.



Draft Goals
• Residential areas that offer a variety of housing options in terms of type, size, cost, and 

location.

• An expanded and connected recreation system that meets the needs of the existing and 
future populations.

• A balanced tax base and tax revenue generation commensurate with growth.

• A stable economy that continues to flourish with job creation in growing industry sectors.

• A multimodal transportation network that is safe, efficient, and connected.

• Adequate and affordable infrastructure.



be frank with us… tell us what you think!



Please join us at the 
stations to learn more, 
share ideas, and voice 

concerns



Stay Involved!

Go to the website for information, meeting dates and surveys: 

www.franklincountync.us

Or contact County staff: 

919.496.2909



Thanks!


