
TOWN OF WENDELL 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONER MEETING MINUTES 

October 22, 2018 
 
The Wendell Town Board of Commissioners held their regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, 
October 22, 2018, in the Town Board Room, Wendell Town Hall, 15 East Fourth Street.   
 
PRESENT:  Mayor Virginia Gray; Mayor Pro Tem Lutz; Commissioners:  John Boyette, Ben 
Carroll, Jason Joyner and David Myrick. 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  Town Manger Marc Collins, Special Assistant to the Manger-Town Clerk 
Sherry Scoggins, Town Attorney Jim Cauley, Finance Director Butch Kay, Planning Director 
David Bergmark, Public Works Director Brian Bray, Parks & Recreation Director Jeff Polaski 
and Police Chief Bill Carter.   
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Mayor Gray called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and welcomed attendees.   
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
Elizabeth “Liz” Blow, student at Wendell Middle School led the Pledge of Allegiance.        
 
INVOCATION: 
Errol Briggerman of Wendell Council of Churches provided the invocation.       
 
1. ADJUSTMENT AND APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: 
 
ACTION 
Mover:   Mayor Pro Tem Lutz moved to approve the agenda as presented.            
Vote:      Unanimous.  
 
2. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD (one hour time limit in total):   
 
No one spoke during the Public Comment Period. 
 
3.    CONSENT AGENDA 
 

The Board of Commissioners uses a Consent Agenda to act on non-controversial and 
routine items quickly.  The Consent Agenda is acted upon by one motion and vote of the 
Board.  Items may be removed from the Consent Agenda and placed on the Regular 
Agenda at the request of the Mayor or a Commissioner.  The Consent Agenda contains 
the following items:  
a.  Update to the Town’s Comprehensive List of Fees and Charges – Footage Fee.  
b. Approval of the October 8, 2018, regular meeting minutes.    
c. Wake County Tax Report.   

 
ACTION: 
Mover:   Mayor Pro Tem Lutz moved to approve the consent agenda as presented.   
Vote:      Unanimous. 
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4. RECOGNITION OF WENDELL MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER:  KERRYANN 
MOOTOO-JOHNSON  
SPEAKER:  Mayor Virginia Gray 
ACTION:  Presentation.   

 
[Staff Report] 
It is my great privilege to share with you one of Wendell Middle’s truly phenomenal rock-star 
teacher-leaders:  Mrs. KerryAnn Mootoo-Johnson!  She is an invaluable asset to the Wendell 
Middle School [WMS] school community. This year marks her third year at our school as a 6th 
grade social studies teacher, and prior to her joining the Wendell Middle family, she spent 5 
years teaching elementary school at Carver Elementary. In addition, Mrs. Mootoo-Johnson grew 
up in the Wendell area.  After her graduation from Meredith College, she returned to her roots 
in Eastern Wake County to teach the youth in her hometown. She brings an incredible energy to 
our building and the profound influence she has on her students goes way beyond her classroom. 
Mrs. Mootoo-Johnson helped found the WMS Step Team and is also actively involved in our 
athletics program as a coach. Mrs. Mootoo-Johnson consistently distinguishes herself as a 
leader and is constantly seeking out ways to make our school better for all the students and 
families we serve!  
 
Mayor Gray provided the introduction of Wendell Middle School Teacher:  KerryAnn Mootoo-
Johnson; staff report included above in italics.   
 
5. Presentation on Wake County Social and Economic Vitality initiatives.   

SPEAKER:  Eastern Regional Center Director Darryl Blevins and Social and 
Economic Vitality Program Manager Verna Best 
ACTION:  Presentation. 

 
[Staff Report] 
At its February 19, 2018 meeting, the Wake County Board of Commissioners voted unanimously 
to approve its strategic goals and objectives.  The seven goal areas the County Commissioners 
identified will help guide the county’s funding decisions, project prioritization and resource 
usage.   
The goals include: 

• Community Health 
• Economic Strength 
• Education  
• Great Government 
• Growth and Sustainability 
• Public Safety 
• Social and Economic Vitality 

This evening’s presentation will focus on the goal:  Social and Economic Vitality.   
Additional information about each of the goals adopted by the Wake County Board of 
Commissioners is available at:  
http://www.wakegov.com/commissioners/goals/Pages/default.aspx#SEV 
 
Social and Economic Vitality Program Manager Verna Best, Food Security Program Manager 
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Sydney Klein and Eastern Regional Center Director Darryl Blevins provided an overview of the 
Wake County Social and Economic initiatives; Power Point presentation included below: 
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Eastern Regional Center Darryl Blevins added the reports for the Wake County Social and 
Economic Vitality initiatives are prepared quarterly and can be shared.  Additionally the action 
plan can be shared.   
 
6. RECOGNITION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 

SPEAKER:  Public Works Director Brian Bray 
ACTION:  Presentation.   

 
[Staff Report] 
The Public Works Department has experienced a period of growth through promotions and new 
hires.  This evening is an opportunity to recognize the Public Works team and share the direction 
of the department.   
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Public Works Director Brian Bray recognized the members of the Public Works Department:   

 Daryl Hales, Administrative Superintendent & Code Enforcement Specialist 
 Chris Smith, Operations Superintendent 
 Donna Waszak, Public Works Administrative Assistant 
 Robert Helms, Heavy Truck Crew Lead 
 Kenneth McLean, Grounds Crew Lead 
 Rick Mustian, Code Enforcement Inspector I 
 Robert Holst, Maintenance Technician 
 Rex Johnson, Specialist I 
 Joshua Beddingfield, Specialist I 
 Austin Coloske, Specialist I 
 Tarik Wilcox, Heavy Truck Crew 
 Ryan Whitaker [absent due to illness] 
 Bryan Bray, Public Works Director 

 

 
 
7. REQUEST BY WENDELL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TO HOST THE 

UPCOMING ANNUAL CHAMBER BANQUET AT THE WENDELL 
COMMUNITY CENTER.   
SPEAKER:  Parks and Recreation Director Jeff Polaski 
ACTION:  Board may take action.   

 
[Staff Report] 
Specific Action Requested: 
The Wendell Chamber of Commerce requests a fee waiver to host Wendell Chamber Banquet at 
the Wendell Community Center on Tuesday, November 20, 2018 from 9:00am to 10:00pm.  
Item Summary: 
On August 6, 2018, the Wendell Chamber of Commerce submitted a request to use the 
Community Center for the Annual Chamber Banquet.  The Parks and Recreation Commission 
received the request on October 1, 2018 and voted unanimously in favor of waiving the rental 
fee.  In accordance with the rental policy, the Wendell Chamber of Commerce is responsible for 
the cleaning fee and the hiring of a law enforcement officer as this venue will serve alcohol.   
 
Parks and Recreation Director Jeff Polaski provided an overview of the Wendell Chamber of 
Commerce request to host the upcoming Annual Chamber Banquet at the Wendell Community 
Park; staff report above in italics.  He stated the fees that are not waived amount to $530.   
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Joe DeLoach, representative of the Wendell Chamber of Commerce, thanked the Public Works 
team for their assistance at the Harvest Festival.  He added he was available for questions.   
 
ACTION: 
Mover:   Mayor Pro Tem Lutz moved to approve the fee waiver request by the Wendell Chamber 
of Commerce to host the Annual Chamber Banquet at the Wendell Community Center as 
presented by staff.     
Vote:      Unanimous. 
 
8. UPDATE ON BOARD COMMITTEE(S) BY TOWN BOARD MEMBERS: 

 Technical Review Committee [TRC] [Commissioner Carroll] 
 Capital Area Metropolitan Planning Organization [CAMPO] [Mayor Gray] 
 Conference Table (GRVCB) [Mayor Gray] 
 East Wake Senior Center Auxiliary [Commissioner Myrick] 

 
Commissioner Carroll provided an update of the Technical Review Committee meeting.   
 
Mayor Gray provided an update of the CAMPO and Conference Table meetings.   
 
Commissioner Myrick stated the East Wake Senior Center Auxiliary meeting was postponed to 
October 25, 2018 and he will provide an update at the next Board meeting.   
 
9. COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS. 
 
Commissioner Joyner stated he sees pride in the work by the Public Works Department.  He 
thanked them for their service during the Harvest Festival.  He also attended today’s Ground 
Breaking Ceremony at Kioti.   
 
Commissioner Boyette thanked the Public Works Department.  He encouraged those seeking a 
CDL to keep it.  He provided comments on the Wendell Falls Charter School application to the 
State.   
 
Commissioner Myrick thanked the Public Works Department for the work that they do.   
 
Mayor Pro Tem Lutz and Commissioner Carroll stated no report.   
 
10. MAYOR’S REPORT. 
 
Mayor Gray provided the following report: 

 Thanked the Public Works team for what they do for the Town. 
 Congratulated Kioti for its ground breaking for its expansion. 
 Treat Trail will be inside the Community Center on Friday, October 26.   
 Council of Churches 2018 Fall Food Drive will pick up food bags this Saturday, October 

27th beginning at 10 AM. 
 Grand Opening of Turnipseed Nature Preserve on Saturday, October 27th at 10 AM. 
 Grand Opening of Cruizers on Saturday, October 27th with a ribbon cutting at 9 AM. 
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 Wendell Falls is hosting a Trick or Trot 5K on Saturday, October 27th at 4 PM.  Proceeds 
raised will go to the Wendell Appearance Commission for arts and beautification 
projects. 

 East Wake EMS Main Station Grand Opening on Wednesday, October 31 at 10 AM. 
 Serves on the board for the East Wake Education Foundation.  Received a presentation 

from Kaleidoscope Project.  A representative from Kaleidoscope Project visited the East 
Wake Education Foundation Facility and will receive a grant that will improve the 
interior of the facility.  Work is anticipated to begin in December with completion in 
January 2019.   

 This past Saturday she attended the Spectrum Housing Assist initiative hosted in 
Wendell.   

 Attended the Conference Table last week and met with Duke Energy representative 
Marty Clayton.  Mr. Clayton shared a list of frequent outage areas.  Improvements and 
upgrades are in the works. 

 Attended the Wake County Mayor’s Meeting and heard from representatives of 
WakeMed on how to keep seniors healthy.  The main reason people are in hospitals is 
due to falls.  Will look into persons coming to Wendell to present classes at the Wendell 
Community Center and the Wendell Senior Center.   

 
11.  CLOSED SESSION. 

ACTION:  Will be called if necessary.   
 
No closed session was called.   
 
12. ADJOURN. 
 
ACTION:  
Mover:  Mayor Pro Tem Lutz moved to adjourn at 8:19 p.m.   
Vote:  Unanimous. 
 
Duly adopted this 13th day of November 2018, while in regular session.   
 
 
 
      __________________________________________ 
      Virginia R. Gray,  
ATTEST:     Mayor 
 
      
_____________________________________ 
Sherry L. Scoggins, MMC;  
Sp. Asst. to the Town Manager - Town Clerk 
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