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hen in the Dell

Weekly Newsletter for the Town of Wendell Team

From the Desk of Administration:
Holidays in Wendell, 2020
Town Clerk Megan Howard
A great thing about the holiday season is that, no matter
what challenges may face us, the spirit of giving back and
the goodwill of community endures.
It was difficult for Town staff to cancel Wendell
Wonderland this year, but we weren't going to let that
stop us from working to find creative, safe alternatives
for events in Wendell.
Giving toys to children in need during the holiday season
through the Marine Toys for Tots Foundation is one event
that the Town hosted this year. The question was, where
to hold a drop-off site? Hosting a two-night holiday
market in a spacious outdoor space would be the place to
do it.

DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS
We'll let you know Town
info in the Department
Highlights sidebar. The
Town has 6 different
departments:
Administration, Finance,
Planning, Police, Parks and
Recreation, and Public
Works.
PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT:
Public Works employees
completed the entire
circuit of the Town with
leaf pickup, with another
circuit being conducted
next week.
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Shoppers visited the market on December 3rd and 10th
and were able to support local vendors and donate toys to
children in need all while getting some of their holiday
shopping done on West Campen Street.
We are so grateful to have people in our community like
Don Williams who diligently put his heart and soul into
Lake Myra Christmas Lights, while collaborating with Town
staff on how to incorporate safety precautions for visitors.
You can check out Lake Myra Christmas Lights from 5:30
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. up until December 31st at 10 S. Cypress
Street. Visitors can come inside the fence and social
distance in groups of 50 at a time, or can stay in their
vehicle and tune the radio to 103.3 FM to hear the music

PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT:
Snow and ice removal
equipment has been the
focus of PW maintenance
this week with a new salt
briner being brought
online and salt spreaders
beginning to be prepped.
The prestigious Dirty
Boot award went to Crew
Lead Kenneth McLean
this year for always being
willing to lend a hand and
get dirty if the job
requires it!

while watching the light show.

Although we may be zoom-ed out this year, we still love a
good holiday movie with lots of blankets and hot cocoa
while sharing time with our families. Wendell Parks and
Recreation is hosting a holiday drive-in movie at the park,
showing Polar Express under the stars on December 12th.
Wendell Town Council also filmed a Tree Lighting
Ceremony at Town Square with East Wake TV, which was
posted online for families to enjoy from the comfort of
their homes.

PARKS AND RECREATION
DEPARTMENT:
Parks & Rec is hosting
the Family Drive-In
Movie Night on Saturday,
December 12th at Wendell
Park. The movie Polar
Express will be shown to
25 pre-registered
vehicles.
Parks and Rec hosted a
Holiday Market with the
Marine Toys for Tots on
site with a toy donation
dropoff for kids in need.
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How it started? 2020 Barbara Walters Style. How it's going?
Could use a little more zhuzh. As a communications junkie
myself, creating digital content for people to share is like
making homemade Christmas gifts for your loved ones. I
wanted to do a couple of social media campaigns that
made people smile as 2020 finally comes to a close.
Meet Oliver the Grinchworm, a stuffed, plush worm named
after Oliver the Tobacco Worm. Finding him a tiny scarf and
Santa hat was almost as fun as toting him to different
locations around Wendell while trying to get him to pose
for the camera.
For the 25 days leading
up to Christmas, we're
posting a different
picture of Oliver in each
location asking, “Where is
Oliver the Grinchworm,
today?” and it has
become an interactive
activity for people of all
ages.

PLANNING DEPARTMENT:
On-Demand
Transportation Northeastern Wake
County
Rural Microtransit Study
Wake County is
considering a new
transportation service in
the northeastern portion
of the county. This ondemand, real-time ridesharing service would
provide short trips in the
areas of Rolesville,
Wendell and Zebulon.
Rides, which could be
shared with others,
would be booked
and paid for with a
mobile app or by phone.
Users could track the
progress of the vehicle
until it arrived at the
designated pickup
location. The service is
similar to Uber or Lyft,
but it would be more
affordable and provide
transfers to GoRaleigh
and GoTriangle services.
It would operate in
addition to the existing
GoWake Access service.
For more information,
please reach out to Go
Wake Access at
http://www.wakegov.co
m/humanservices/social
/transportation/Pages/
default.aspx
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Town staff also took photos of their pets in holiday attire
amidst holiday décor and posts were created encouraging
the community to share photos of their pets as well using
the hashtag, #WendellSantaPaws.
The Town of Wendell would like to wish you and your
families a Happy Holidays. Like Fergie Johnson in the photo
above, hang in there. We look forward to serving Wendell in
2021!
Yours in solidarity,
Megan Howard, Town Clerk

PARKS AND RECREATION
DEPARTMENT:
Jackson Evans finished
his Eagle Scout Project
this week. He put in some
geocaches around
Wendell Park. Geocaching
is a real-world, outdoor
treasure hunting game
using GPS-enabled
devices. Participants
navigate to a specific set
of GPS coordinates and
then attempt to find the
geocache container
hidden in that location
before signing the
logbook and returning
the geocache to its
original location.
POLICE DEPARTMENT:
Officer Raymond Jolly
attended Police Law
Institute at Coastal
Plains Law Enforcement
Training Center.
Officer Hanks began
training the police
department in the 2020
Bloodborne Pathogens
training that is required
annually, teaching
officers the different
types of bloodborne
diseases that officers
may come across while
performing their job and
ways to protect
themselves using the
appropriate protective
equipment.
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ell in the Dell
Wellness Tips from Wendell's HR Department

How to Stay Positive: Smart & Healthy Habits
Find the optimistic viewpoint in a negative situation - allow yourself time
to process your thoughts and feelings.
Cultivate and live in a positive environment - surround yourself with
positive people.
Go slowly - simply slow your pace on everything.
Don't make a mountain out of a molehill - don't sweat the small stuff.
Don't let vague fears hold you back from doing what you want - don't
block your own progress by over-thinking or over-analyzing. Go for it!
Add value and positivity to someone else's life - what you send out tends
to come back from the world and people in it.
Exercise regularly. Eat and sleep well.
Learn to take criticism in a healthy way.
If something still gets under your skin, then know what to do: let it out!
Start your day in a positive way - set the tone for your day with positive
thoughts.
Mindfully move throughout your day - move slowly, stop, listen and
focus.
Inspired by: https://www.positivityblog.com/how-to-stay-positive/

