AUGUST 14, 2020 | ISSUE NO. 16

hen in the Dell

Weekly Newsletter for the Town of Wendell Team

DEPARTMENT HIGHLIGHTS
We'll let you know Town info in the
Department Highlights sidebar. The
Town has 6 different departments:
Administration, Finance, Planning,
Police, Parks and Recreation, and
Public Works.

From the desk of Administration:
E Campen Mural Project
Assistant to the Manager Stephanie Smith
Public art has become a popular way for a community to
engage residents, attract visitors, and add interest to
otherwise unremarkable parts of their town.
As far back as 2013, the Wendell Appearance Commission
established a priority to add more public art to the Town
of Wendell and has successfully done so with 7 murals all
throughout the community. The 8th mural, which was just
completed this week, comes with an interesting story and
an important message.
In 2019, the Wendell Board of Commissioners approved
funding for the E Campen Street Public Parking and Event
Space project to improve an otherwise unusable area of
downtown Wendell.

PLANNING DEPARTMENT:
Census takers started visiting
households that haven’t
responded to the 2020 Census
Aug. 11. Census takers will be
wearing masks and socially
distancing—but if you want to
avoid them altogether, complete
the census online or by phone. If
the census taker who visits your
home does not speak your
language, you may request a
return visit from a census taker
who does speak your language.
Census takers will have a valid
ID badge with their photograph, a
U.S. Department of Commerce
watermark and an expiration
date. Census workers may also
carry Census Bureau bags and
other equipment with the Census
Bureau logo. If you have
questions about a census taker’s
identity, you can call 844-3302020 to speak with a Census
Bureau representative.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT:
The police department hosted a
Golf Cart Inspection event on
August 10 and 11 at Wendell
Falls. We had close to 47 golf
carts inspected in two days. PD
will be hosting another Golf
Cart Inspection event at the
Wendell Farmer's Market on
Saturday, August 22, from 9-11
a.m. Check the Town's
Facebook Page for more info.

As part of the project, a mural was planned to add visual
interest to the area. Through conversations with members
of the community, staff was introduced to the work of
Matthew Willey of The Good of the Hive. From his webpage,
"The Good of the Hive®
is an idea, a movement,
an organization and an
adventure founded by
artist Matt Willey on a
personal commitment to
hand-paint 50,000
honeybees – the number
necessary for a healthy,
thriving hive – in murals
around the world. The
mission: ignite radical
curiosity for planetary
health issues through art
and storytelling. The bee
and her hive are the
artist's symbols, but at
the essence it is about

Wendell Police Department
received initial notification
that it has been awarded the
North Carolina Governor's
Crime Commission Criminal
Justice Improvement Grant.
Part of this process requires
the police department to
provide additional paperwork.
Once received and reviewed by
the Governor's Crime
Commission, grant funds will
be awarded. Grant funds will
be used to purchase digital
cameras for all officers to
assist in documenting
evidence, as well as provide
additional equipment for the
investigations unit to conduct
criminal investigations.
PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT:
Public Works applied for and
was awarded a safety grant
toward the purchase of a new
light tower/mobile generator.
That unit arrived this week
and is ready for service. This
now gives Town employees the
ability to continue work
during power outages caused
by storms as well as provide
safety lighting for Town
events.
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PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT:
Public Works operations and
grounds crews continued
storm cleanup this week along
with inspections of our
stormwater system after
recent rains

activating and celebrating the power in human connection."
With raising awareness around the importance of
pollinators being such a relevant topic today, staff felt it
would be a great opportunity to partner with Matthew to
bring a mural featuring some of the 50,000 bees he plans to
paint here to Wendell.
In order to secure funding for the mural, the Town worked
with the United Arts Council, a nonprofit organization that
promotes advocacy for the arts in Wake County, supports a
municipal murals program, and is working with several
Wake County towns on the introduction of new murals in
prominent locations. The murals are intended to be visible
representations of the thriving arts community in Wake
County. Through funding from United Arts and commitment
from the Wendell Board of Commissioners, staff was able to
secure the funding and execute a contract.
Matt's vision for the Wendell bee mural is to highlight the
diversity of pollinators, and includes a butterfly, ladybug
and hummingbird, along with several bees. The location of
the mural happens to be across from Wendell's newest

PARKS AND RECREATION
DEPARTMENT:
Parks and Rec hosted its Bird
Walk program on August 8th
with 13 participants,
identifying 29 different species
of birds. The Bird Walk
program is led by Frank
Doherty and is at the Wendell
Park on the second Saturday of
each month at 8 a.m. This
program helps people learn to
identify local birds by sight and
sound.
The new tennis court light
installment began on August 12.
This will be a new LED system
with concrete poles!
The first video of Parks and
Recreation's Virtual Big Truck
Series came out on August 13.
This series was started to host
the Big Truck event that was
cancelled back in June. The
series will highlight some of
the vehicles and operators and
is located on our Facebook
Page.
Staff is preparing for our Adult
Outdoor Fall Sports schedule.
Co-ed and church softball,
adult beach volleyball and
adult kickball will all take
place this fall. Visit the Parks
and Recreation page on the
Town's website for more
information and to register.
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brewery, The Bearded Bee, creating a pollinator theme for the whole area. Stop by and visit to
see the work of Matt, and enjoy the new East Campen space!
Yours in service,
Stephanie Smith, Assistant to the Manager
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Wellness Tips from Wendell's HR Department

