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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Youth Philanthropy Group Awards $ 7,510 for Youth Projects in Wilkes County 

The Youth Philanthropy Group, called T3LC (Time, Talent, and Treasure leading to change in Wilkes County), awarded $7,510 in their monthly meeting on February 8, 2013.  Proposals for projects that have a positive impact on youth in Wilkes County were accepted by T3LC, the youth grantmaking board of the Wilkes Community Foundation. “Requests focusing on medical/health, education-college affordability, child abuse, clothes/food and bullying received extra consideration”, said Dennis Huggins, Director of Development for Wilkes County Schools and advisor for the youth leadership group.   

T3LC received sixteen applications totaling $16, 298.48 in requests.  The Request for Proposals (RFP) project had to be planned and carried out by youth, or a youth-serving organization and must be completed by March 22, 2013. “Youth” is defined as being in grades kindergarten through 12th grade.  In addition to 501© (3) non profits organizations, governmental entities, schools, and churches/faith based institutions were eligible to apply.  There was a total of $ 7,510 available, with awards ranging from $100 to a maximum $2,000. The following youth-led projects were funded by T3LC:  Nichols for Kids, Improving School Climate and Community through Caring Attitudes, C.C. Wright’s 5th Grade Community Garden, Exceptional Children’s Prom for Self-contained classes at Wilkes Central and North High School, Sanitarians’ Kitchen of Wilkes, Inc. Pack Backpack Program, North Wilkes High School’s Interact Club’s “Youth Inspiring Youth, Inspiring Girls of Today and Tomorrow”, East Wilkes High School Key Club “Be-You-tiful”, Child Abuse Prevent Team (C.A.P.T.) “Giving Diapers” Project, Dream Explores Program, and 5th Grade Girls Group “Books for Bikes” at Mulberry Elementary School .

This is the sixth year of the youth grantmaking board, which is comprised of high school students from all Wilkes County high schools trying to make a change in their communities. Their goal is to improve their community by giving their time, talent, and treasure.  With assistance of Wilkes County Schools, the students meet monthly during the school year to learn about philanthropy through a collaborative program of the Wilkes Community Foundation, and affiliate of the North Carolina Community Foundation, and Leading To Change, Inc. Grant funds are made possible through an anonymous donor and from the youth serving on the T3LC board.

The Wilkes Community Foundation (WCF) is an affiliate of the statewide North Carolina Community Foundation (NCCF).  WCF is a nonprofit, publicly supported philanthropic institution that manages a pool of charitable funds whose income is used to benefit the Wilkes County community in grants to nonprofit organizations, educational programs, and scholarships. The youth program is a collaborative effort of WCF,  NCCF, the North Carolina Youth Giving Network and Leading To Change.

Visit www.nccommunityfoundation.org for more information.
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