Lee County Community Foundation announces Man & Woman of the Year
For immediate release – 2/19/18
The Man & Woman of the Year Dinner is Lee County Community Foundation’s signature annual
event to recognize outstanding local leaders and raise funds to support local community
grantmaking.
This year, the LCCF board of advisors announces Jimmy Love, Sr. and Margaret Murchison as
recipients of the Man & Woman of the Year award, according to Mikeal Basinger, board
president. The event will be held on March 13, 2018 at Carolina Trace Country Club in Sanford.
Tickets are $50.00 and available to the public. Those interested in attending should contact
LCCF Board Member Oliver Crawley at 919-777-9823 or NCCF Regional Director Dawn
Neighbors at dneighbors@nccommunityfoundation.org.
Basinger spoke highlight of the board’s selection for honorees this year. “Margaret and Jimmy
exemplify, as have our past honorees, the giving and caring spirit of the Lee County community.
Our board is honored to be able to recognize their work in our county.”
Love was born in Sanford and educated in Sanford City Schools. He attended the University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill where he was the starting catcher on the baseball team. He
received his law degree from the UNC’s Law School and served as law clerk to J. Wallace
Winborne, the Chief Justice of the North Carolina Supreme Court. He eventually returned home
and practiced law in Sanford. He served as solicitor of the Lee County Criminal Court and
assistant solicitor of the Lee County Superior Court. He is a past president of the Eleventh
Judicial District Bar Association and past attorney for the City of Sanford. Currently, he serves as
attorney for the Lee County Board of Education and Central Carolina Community College. He
was a member of the North Carolina House of Representatives, representing Lee County, for
more than 14 years. In the legislature, he served as chairman of the House Appropriations
Committee and a member of the Advisory Budget Commission. He also served as co-chairman
of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Justice and Public Safety, as a member of the North
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Carolina Sentencing and Policy Advisory Commission and a member of the North Carolina State
Council for Interstate Adult Offender Supervision. He is married to former Etta Brown Howard.
They have four children: Joni Ramey; Jim Love, Jr; Melody Watts and Mark Love.
Murchison is a graduate of Wicker School, where, upon graduation, she returned to work as a
teacher’s assistant. She worked with first graders before moving up to middle school. While
working in the school system, she began taking classes at Central Carolina Community College
and enrolled in the library science program and Sandhills Community College in the new career
program. She went on to work an internship with the librarian of Lee Senior High School and
was hired full-time after graduation. While at Lee Senior, she furthered her education at CCCC
in the Campbell College transfers program and St. Andrews Presbyterian College. She eventually
left Lee Senior and embarked on a career in broadcasting. She has worked as news and public
affairs director and sales executive for the past 40 years at WWGP 1050 AM and Classic Hits &
Oldies 105.5 FM. She holds and has held numerous state and local offices and is a community
activist, serving as an advocate both for youth and senior citizens. She was the first AfricanAmerican woman to have served as president of the North Carolina Associated Press
Broadcasters. She served two terms on the Lee County Board of Education and a four-year term
on the Central Carolina Community College board of trustees. She has served on almost every
board in Lee County and is the recipient of numerous awards and commendations. She is
married to Fred B. Murchison, Sr., and they have one son, Fred, III who teaches at Lee Senior.
About the Lee County Community Foundation
The Lee County Community Foundation was founded in 1997 and is a local affiliate foundation
of the North Carolina Community Foundation. LCCF is led by a local volunteer advisory board
that helps build community assets through the creation of permanent endowments, makes
grants and leverages leadership – all for the benefit of Lee County. In addition to Basinger,
board members include: Larry Aiken (secretary), Mark Akinosho, Wilson Cox, Oliver Crawley,
Linda Foushee, Jan Hayes, Jasmine Lucas, Bob McCall, Oscar Roberto, Sharon Spence and David
Spivey.
Every year, the board of advisors administers a competitive grants process open to area
nonprofits. In 2017, LCCF awarded more than $10,000 in community grants to local nonprofits.
Recipients included Apex Immigration Services, Inc. (El Refugio), Boys & Girls Clubs of Central
Carolina, Christians United Outreach Center of Lee County, Girl Scouts – North Carolina Coastal
Pines, Harnett County Veterans Treatment Court (for Lee County veterans) and The Salvation
Army of Lee County.
Tax-deductible contributions, made payable to the Lee County Community Foundation, can be
mailed to the North Carolina Community Foundation, 3737 Glenwood Ave. Suite 460, Raleigh,
NC 27612. Contributions can also be made online at nccommunityfoundation.org.
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For further information, contact NCCF Regional Director Dawn Neighbors at 910-292-4437 or
dneighbors@nccommunityfoundation.org or visit the NCCF website at
nccommunityfoundation.org.
About the North Carolina Community Foundation
The NCCF is the single statewide community foundation serving North Carolina and has
administered more than $130 million in grants since its inception in 1988. With nearly $247
million in assets, NCCF sustains 1,200 endowments established to provide long-term support of
a broad range of community needs, nonprofit organizations, institutions and scholarships. The
NCCF partners with a network of affiliate foundations to provide local resource allocation and
community assistance across the state. An important component of NCCF’s mission is to ensure
that rural philanthropy has a voice at local, regional and national levels.
For more information, visit nccommunityfoundation.org, like us on Facebook and follow us on
LinkedIn and Twitter @NCCF.
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