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Unifour Foundation Endowment awards local grants


The Grants Committee of the Unifour Foundation Endowment announces 2013 grant awards, according to Chip Huffman, Committee Chair

For this year’s grant cycle, the Unifour Foundation Endowment awarded 31 grants totaling $211,000 to nonprofits serving Alexander, Burke, Caldwell and Catawba counties.  

At a reception on May 29 honoring this year’s grant recipients, Kathy Greathouse, member of the Unifour Grants Committee, presented checks and gave recipients an opportunity to share how funding from the Unifour Foundation would support their work in the community. “Support from the Unifour Foundation has been a game-changer,” said Melinda Hartzog, Executive Director of the Catawba County Historical Association.  CCHA received grant support to complete improvements and upgrade exhibits and equipment that was originally made possible, in part, from a previous grant from the Unifour Foundation.  

This year’s generous grant totals follow a significant pattern of philanthropy that the Unifour Foundation Endowment Fund began many years ago. The Unifour Foundation was established when the Hickory Merchants Association sold its local credit reporting company to a national company. The proceeds enabled the establishment of the Unifour Foundation, Inc. and for several years funds were managed and administered through a private foundation. 

In 1999, the board of the Unifour Foundation, Inc. gifted funds to the NC Community Foundation (NCCF) to establish an endowment – The Unifour Foundation Endowment Fund, which promotes general welfare among citizens in the four counties that comprise the Unifour area: Alexander, Burke, Caldwell and Catawba.

The Unifour Foundation Endowment has awarded nearly $3 million in grants since its establishment in 1999.  The Unifour Foundation Endowment is a component fund of the Catawba Valley Community Foundation, NCCF’s second largest affiliate with total assets approaching $12 million.  

For information on the Unifour Foundation Endowment or the Catawba Valley Community Foundation, contact John Francis, NCCF Regional Associate, at 828-328-1237; email him at jfrancis@nccommunityfoundation.org or visit the NCCF website at nccommunityfoundation.org.

About the North Carolina Community Foundation:

The NCCF is the single statewide community foundation serving North Carolina and has made nearly $68 million in grants since its inception in 1988. With more than $156 million in assets, the NCCF sustains over 1,000 funds and endowments established to provide long-term support of a broad range of community needs, nonprofit organizations, institutions and scholarships. The NCCF partners with 60 affiliate foundations to provide local resource allocation and community assistance in 67 counties across the state. An important component of NCCF’s mission is to ensure that rural philanthropy has a voice at local, regional and national levels. For more information, visit nccommunityfoundation.org and Facebook and follow us on Twitter @NCCF.
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