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Western NC Construction Employment 

Source: NC Department of Commerce 
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Western NC Annual Construction Employment Change 

Source: NC Department of Commerce 
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Western NC Construction Establishments 

Source: NC Department of Commerce 
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Asheville Metro Construction Employment 

Source: NC Department of Commerce 
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Asheville Metro Annual Construction Employment Change 

Source: NC Department of Commerce 
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Asheville Metro Construction Establishments 

Source: NC Department of Commerce 
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Asheville Metro Construction Employment by Firm Size  

Source: US Census Bureau 
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Asheville Metro Self-Employment By Industry 

Source: US Census Bureau 
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Asheville Metro Construction Employment By Age 

Source: US Census Bureau 
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Asheville Metro New-Hires Percent of Employment  

Source: US Census Bureau 
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Local Building Permit Activity/Housing Market 
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Asheville Metro Residential Building Permits 

Source: US Census Bureau 17 



Buncombe SF Residential Building Permits ($) 

Source: Buncombe County 
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Buncombe SF Residential Building Permits ($) 
3MMA Annual Change 

Source: Buncombe County 
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Buncombe Commercial Building Permits ($) 3MMA 

Source: Buncombe County 
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Buncombe Mobile Home Permits ($) 3MMA 

Source: Buncombe County 
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Asheville Area Existing Home Sales 

Source: NC REALTORS 
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Asheville Area Existing Home Sales Percent Change 

Source: NC REALTORS 
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Median Home Value-NC Urban Areas 

Source: Zillow 
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Median Home Value Per Sq. Ft.-NC Urban Areas 

Source: Zillow 
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NAHB/Wells Fargo Housing Opportunity Index  

Source: NAHB 
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NAHB/Wells Fargo Housing Opportunity Index  

Source: NAHB 
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Asheville Metro Foreclosures 

Source: NC Administrative Office of the Courts  
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Annual Same-Home Appreciation Rate 

Source: Federal Housing Finance Agency 
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NC Metros Annual Same-Home Appreciation Rate 

Source: Federal Housing Finance Agency 
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Local Underlying Drivers 
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Annual Population Growth Rate 

Source: US Census Bureau 
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Asheville Metro Sources of Population Change 

Source: US Census Bureau 
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NC Metros-2012-2013  
Net-Domestic Population Change 

Source: US Census Bureau 
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Monthly Percent Employment Change (Year-Year)  

Source: NC Department of Commerce 
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Asheville Metro Industry Employment Change 2010-2014 

Source: NC Department of Commerce 

(3,000) (2,000) (1,000) 0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000

Government

Construction

Information

Financial Activities

Wholesale Trade

Retail Trade

Manufacturing

Health Services

Leisure & Hospitality Services

Professional & Business Services

36 



Average Weekly Wage 

Source: NC Department of Commerce 
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Gross Domestic Product 

Source: US Bureau of Economic Analysis 
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Some Observations 
 

After hard hit, construction industry shows early signs of 

recovery 

Uptick in permit activity, commercial & residential 

Home unit sales mostly stable 

Home prices, slowly recovering 

Home affordability tension remains  

Positive home appreciation returns 
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Some Observations 
 

Population growth stable, strong 

Domestic in-migration dominates 

Steady employment growth 

Wages & wage growth lags 
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