
 
           

 
OMAHA COALITION MEETING 

Wednesday, December 9, 2020 
9 a.m. 

 

 
A G E N D A 

 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
 

II. Review of the November 11, 2020 Meeting Minutes 
(please contact PEM staff with corrections) 
 

III. 2020 in Review 
 

IV. What’s in store for 2021? 

 
V. Adjournment and Next Meeting Date: January 20th, 9 a.m.  

 
 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS  
Nebraska Liquor Control Commission Hearings – January 5 & 6, 2021 
Policy Work Group Meeting – January 26th, 2021 at 10 a.m. 

   
 
 

The mission of Project Extra Mile is to advocate for evidence-based policies 
and practices to prevent and reduce alcohol-related harms. 



PROJECT EXTRA MILE 
 

OMAHA METRO AREA 
COALITION MEETING MINUTES 

November 11, 2020 
 

I. Call to Order:  Project Extra Mile Executive Director Chris Wagner called the meeting to 
order virtually via Zoom at 9 a.m. 

 
II. Welcome and Introductions:  Welcome and introductions took place. Coalition members 

and speakers in attendance: Lisa Spellman, Don Hoes, Palistene Gray-Moore, Dennis 
Carlson, Dr. Omar Abdul-Rahman, Matt Walz, Wendy Evans, Maggie Ballard, Angela 
Richards, Christy Hagen, Senator Robert Hilkemann, and Jon Lucas. Staff members in 
attendance: Chris Wagner, Liene Topko, Beatha Kliewer, and Erin Ayad.  

 

III. Approval of Minutes: The minutes from the October 14, 2020 meeting were reviewed 
and approved. No additions or corrections were made.  

 

IV. Efforts to Address Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders: Dr. Omar Abdul-Rahman, director 
of the Dept. of Genetics at UNMC’s Munroe-Meyer Institute (MMI) shared work being 
done to address Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD). Rahman discussed the how 
research is evolving on this condition. He also described characteristics of a child 
impacted by FASD. 
 
Lisa Spellman, UNMC media specialist and Rosebud Sioux Tribe member, described 
the goals of the team’s work on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. UNMC is 
working with the Oglala Sioux Tribe and Oglala Lakota County Schools to identify the 
needs of families on issues surrounding maternal and child health, including FASD. A 
team presented to 30 school officials and were invited to return to present to all 
educators; however, these efforts have been placed on hold due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
Chris Wagner inquired about barriers to researching the prevalence of alcohol use 
during pregnancy. Rahman shared that further studies are needed, and that FASD is 
one of several issues the community is experiencing in addition to domestic violence, 
suicide, etc. Wagner emphasized the importance of evidence-based policies like alcohol 
screenings and addressing outlet density as a means to preventing numerous alcohol-
related harms like FASD and alcohol-involved traffic crashes. 
 
Dennis Carlson (Fix Whiteclay) asked about the future of UNMC’s collaboration. 
Rahman hopes to have a presence on the Reservation and to be an ongoing resource to 
the community. Spellman shared that she hopes the information gleaned from this 
project can be applied to other Reservations and communities across the state.  
 
 

V. Focus Area Updates: 
a. Local 

i. Erin Ayad shared that PEM submitted written testimony to the Omaha City 
Council on three liquor license applications to express concerns regarding 
histories of alcohol sales to minors. Wagner expressed concern that these 



licenses were recommended for approval despite the concerns raised. He 
clarified that one of the conditions agreed to (that the business would be called 
into the Law Committee after another sale to minor) is not really a condition – it 
is something the Council can do at any time.  

ii. Liene Topko shared that Reign Lounge appeared before the Omaha City 
Council and the Council recommended approval for the new license after 
identifying several restrictions and conditions despite concerns shared by 
citizens who were present for the hearing. PEM continues to offer technical 
assistance to these neighbors. 

b. Policy 
i. Wagner reiterated that an interim study (LR 450) has been introduced to 

examine the Executive Orders issued by the Governor regarding the law 
permitting the sales of alcohol for off-premises consumption. The interim study 
has not been scheduled. Wagner reminded the coalition that increases in 
alcohol availability lead to increased excessive drinking and associated harms. 

ii. Wagner also shared that PEM continues to work with CHI to provide education 
and outreach to medical providers around adopting and implementing SBIRT. 
An event was initially scheduled in December but has since been postponed 
due to COVID-19.  

c. Enforcement 
i. Topko shared a summary of the Law Enforcement Work Group meeting. Law 

Enforcement and PEM will continue to move forward with compliance check 
operations to prevent youth access to alcohol.  

ii. Topko also shared that UNMC developed an application that will improve how 
businesses are randomly selected for compliance check operations.   

d. Youth 
i. Ayad shared that PEM has been working with other groups and organizations 

to continue youth engagement, currently on a virtual platform.  
ii. Ayad also shared the next virtual Youth Leadership Council (YLC) meeting is 

November 12th. Meetings will continue to be held via Zoom. 
e. Awareness  

i. Wagner shared the organization’s work with other Nebraska coalitions and 
national associations on a news release regarding executive orders that 
increase alcohol availability and harms. Wagner shared that the news release 
has resulted in two pieces of earned media thus far. PEM is calling for 
temporary exemptions to state liquor laws (like cocktails to go) to be rescinded 
when businesses are allowed to resume normal (pre-COVID) operations. 

ii. Wagner also invited coalition members who are interested in assisting with 
future media advocacy efforts, including submitting letters to the editor, to 
contact staff to share their level of interest.  

iii. The November 2020 Research Summaries were provided in the meeting 
packet. 

 
VI. Additional Discussion/Announcements: 

Maggie Ballard (Heartland Family Services) inquired if the statistic indicating 1 in 4 
children on the Pine Ridge Reservation is impacted by an FASD is still accurate. Matt 
Walz (Keystone Treatment) shared that he is unaware of any new data currently 
available.  

 
VII. Adjournment and Next Meeting Date:  The meeting was adjourned. The next meeting 

will take place on Wednesday, December 9th at 9 a.m. virtually via Zoom. 
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NEWS RELEASE 

For more information, contact: 
Sergeant Alan Reyes

Omaha Police Department
Office: (402) 444-6883

Cell: (402) 510-1582
Chris Wagner, Executive Director 

Cell: (402) 516-5765
 

For Immediate Release 
Mon., December 7, 2020

10 Percent of Omaha Area Businesses Sold Alcohol to Minors in 2020

OMAHA, NEB -- Over the course of multiple compliance check operations during four months of 2020,
33 (10%) out of 320 businesses were cited for selling alcohol to minors in the Omaha metro area. A
summary sheet of the compliance check results and a full list of businesses checked are available by
clicking here.

"We're grateful that a majority of businesses refused to sell to minors, and we are ready to work with
those that were cited to help bring them into compliance with the law," said Sgt. Alan Reyes with the
Omaha Police Department. "Preventing underage drinking and its harms continues to be a priority for the
Omaha Police Department."

Four businesses cited are facing enhanced penalties due to prior sale to minor violations within the last
four years -- the time frame used by the Nebraska Liquor Control Commission (LCC) to assess penalties.
If found guilty, they will face mandatory days of closure (no alcohol sales allowed) and days of
suspension that can be paid off as a fine at $100 per day according to the LCC's penalty guidelines.
Those businesses include:

Aldi 43, 4801 N 30th St, Omaha (3/19);
Blondo Convenient Food Mart, 6606 Blondo St, Omaha (3/19);
La Economica, 5520 S 36th St, Omaha (3/19, 12/14);
Mega Saver, 7204 Blondo St, Omaha (5/18);
Mega Saver, 1357 NW Radial Hwy, Omaha (7/18);
Super Mercadito, 1052 Park Ave, Omaha (11/19).

The other 27 businesses are facing their first sale to minor violation within the last four years. If found
guilty by the LCC, these businesses could be facing 10-20 days of suspension that they could choose to
pay off as a fine at $50 per day in lieu of suspension.

"Due to regulatory changes intended to aid alcohol retailers during the pandemic, it's easier than ever to
access alcohol in Nebraska. That has the potential to lead to more underage drinking and community
harms. We're thankful for the efforts of law enforcement agencies to ensure that youth access to alcohol
remains low," said Project Extra Mile Executive Director Chris Wagner.

Project Extra Mile worked with local and state law enforcement agencies, the LCC and the Attorney
General's Office to ensure that operations seeking to prevent underage drinking were able to continue
during the pandemic.

Fifty officers from the Bellevue, La Vista, and Omaha Police Departments as well as the Sarpy County
Sheriff's Office participated in the eight-day, enhanced underage drinking enforcement effort.

https://files.constantcontact.com/9762062f001/429ed6da-4434-4c58-843d-cf09a34ba4a9.pdf
https://lcc.nebraska.gov/sites/lcc.nebraska.gov/files/Penalty%20Guidelines.pdf
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To report underage drinking or adults providing alcohol to minors, call the statewide tip line at 1-866-
Must-B-21 (687-8221). It's anonymous, and it's the right call. Individuals are urged to call 911 to report an
underage drinking party in progress.

Heightened enforcements are supported by the Nebraska Department of Transportation - Highway Safety
Office as well as the Strategic Prevention Framework - Partnership for Success and Substance Abuse
Prevention Block Grant from the SAMHSA Center for Substance Abuse Prevention through the Nebraska
Department of Health and Human Services and Region 6 Behavioral Healthcare. NDOT-HSO also funds
the tip line. Project Extra Mile helped to coordinate the enforcement efforts.

-30-

Mission: Advocating for evidence-based policies and practices to prevent and reduce alcohol-
related harms.

Project Extra Mile, 11620 M Circle, Omaha, NE 68137
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Summary 

Alcohol Compliance Checks 
for sales to minors 

Conducted on July 23 & 24 and September 18 & 19, 

2020 November 19 & 21 and December 1 & 5, 2020 

Location: Douglas and Sarpy Counties in Nebraska 

Participating Agencies: 

Bellevue Police Department 

La Vista Police Department 

Omaha Police Department 

Sarpy County Sheriff’s Office 

Results: 

# of checks        Not in Compliance (n/c)        n/c: Did not Check ID        n/c: Checked ID 

 320       33 (10%)  22 (67%)  11 (33%) 

Compliance checks coordinated by Project Extra Mile. 

For additional information, call our office at 402-963-9047. 
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Project Extra Mile – Alcohol Compliance Checks 
Conducted on July 23 & 24, September 18 & 19, November 19 & 21, and December 1 & 5, 2020 

320 Businesses Checked, 33 Cited for Selling Alcohol to a Minor (10%) 

The following businesses were non-compliant (cited for selling alcohol to a minor): 

 

Class License # Business Location City Zip Non-Comp Check ID 
D     100719 ALDI 43                             4801 N 30 STREET     OMAHA              68111 X  

D     62013 ALDI 75                             3433 N 90 STREET     OMAHA              68134 X  

C     100028 BAKER'S SUPERMARKET 321             505 N 155TH PLZ      OMAHA              68154 X X 

D     122139 BELLEVUE FOOD STORE                 502 GALVIN ROAD S    BELLEVUE           68005 X  

D 112986 BLONDO CONVENIENT FOOD MART         6606 BLONDO ST       OMAHA              68104 X  

D     47245 BUCKY'S EXPRESS 32                  3909 N 132ND ST      OMAHA              68164 X X 

D     38127 BUCKY'S EXPRESS 40                  107 S 40TH ST        OMAHA              68131 X X 

D     112118 BUCKY'S EXPRESS 58                  5718 NW RADIAL HWY   OMAHA              68104 X X 

D 122582 CASEY'S GENERAL STORE 2986          9905 "Q" STREET      OMAHA              68127 X  

D     95850 CVS/PHARMACY 6733                   1919 N 90 STREET     OMAHA              68114 X  

D 122335 DANNY'S CORNER STORE                3301 CALIFORNIA ST   OMAHA              68131 X  

D     122187 DINAH MART                          1007 GALVIN RD SOUTH BELLEVUE           68005 X  

C     123109 HAPPY HOUR SPIRITS & WINE           13820 MANDERSON CIR  OMAHA              68164 X  

C     51154 HY-VEE FOOD STORE 1470                  7910 CASS STREET     OMAHA              68114 X X 

D     68310 KB'S FOOD SHOP                      304 S WASHINGTON ST  PAPILLION          68046 X  

D     97932 KUM & GO 364                        8990 BOYD STREET     OMAHA              68134 X X 

D 67235 KWIK SHOP 660 9606 F ST OMAHA 68127 X  

D     82134 LA ECONOMICA                        5520 S 36TH STREET   OMAHA              68107 X X 

D     123055 MAYA MARKET                         2910 K ST STE C      OMAHA              68107 X  

D     75549 MEGA SAVER                          7204 BLONDO ST       OMAHA              68134 X  

D 77437 MEGA SAVER                          4429 CALIFORNIA ST   OMAHA              68131 X  

D     88460 MEGA SAVER                          4420 S 24TH ST       OMAHA              68107 X X 

D     101246 MEGA SAVER                          1357 NW RADIAL HWY   OMAHA              68132 X  

D     121888 MURPHY EXPRESS #8811                4111 S 132ND STREET  OMAHA              68137 X X 

D     106718 N PETRO                             5203 NW RADIAL HWY   OMAHA              68104 X  

C     99137 NO FRILLS SUPERMARKETS 793          3548 "Q" STREET      OMAHA              68107 X X 

D     122118 PITSTOP                             4015 S 42 STREET     OMAHA              68107 X  

C 88727 QUIK PIK                            5421 S 96 STREET     OMAHA              68127 X  

D 121692 SPEEDY GAS N SHOP                   5822 MAPLE STREET    OMAHA              68104 X  
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D     54123 SPIRITS AND THINGS                  2762 S 129 AVENUE    OMAHA              68144 X X 

D 99214 SUPER MERCADITO                     1052 PARK AVE        OMAHA              68105 X  

D     107523 WALMART MARKET 4139                 360 N SADDLE CREEK ROAD OMAHA              68131 X  

CK 123646 WOHLNER'S NEIGHBORHOOD GROCERY DELI 3253 DODGE STREET    OMAHA              68131 X  
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Bill Moos discusses Husker football's new facility, alcohol sales and 
more 

Written by Sam McKewon 
 

LINCOLN — It was an atypically quiet night on Nebraska Athletic Director Bill Moos’ radio show 

Tuesday night, as the top Husker administrator generally fielded questions from fans that he’s 

covered several times. 

The new football facility? Still in the design phase, with groundbreaking — originally scheduled for 

last spring — happening sometime in 2021. 

“That would delay the project by exactly 12 months,” Moos said. New grand opening: 2023. 

The Big Ten basketball schedules? Coming soon. Perhaps even Wednesday. It’s the Big Ten, 

where time has become relative, but men’s basketball coach Fred Hoiberg affirmed the timeline 

Tuesday night on his own radio show. 

The Husker football program? Still building, Moos said. On a solid foundation. Perhaps a year 

away, based on conversations Moos has each week with coach Scott Frost, who is holding up 

fine, Moos said, in the pandemic. 

Alcohol sales? Nope. Moos shut that down — or had it shut down on him — over the summer 

after floating the idea in the media. 

Moos did say that the Big Ten is exploring domed stadiums for the Dec. 19 crossover games 

that’ll be played in addition to the league title game. But the Big Ten may still host those games on 

campus, too. 

The A.D. was asked by a fan why various sports have different rules as to whether they can play 

non-conference games. Basketball can have non-conference opponents, but testing will be “very, 

very strict.” Volleyball will be conference-only, while, in Olympic sports, teams will be attending 

only 70% of its competitions due to “protection purposes and cost containment.” 

Moos said there will be a final answer on whether baseball and softball will be conference-only 

after a Wednesday athletic director meeting. 

More notes from Moos and Hoiberg’s appearances on the radio: 

• » Big Ten commissioner Kevin Warren — who has taken in a few league games in person this 

year, including two with Michigan involved — is always welcome to attend a game in Memorial 

Stadium. The Huskers have just two home games left, however, including Saturday’s game 

against Illinois. 

• » Moos confirmed that the Big Ten has a pathway to matching two teams should two others 

within the league had to cancel. 

• » Hoiberg expects NU to play next Wednesday earlier in the day so its game can be televised 

on “one of the networks.” 

• » Hoiberg confirmed he’s “fairly confident” about playing Creighton. Previous sources have 

confirmed to The World-Herald the game could be played Dec. 11. 
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New owner of former Reign Lounge agrees to strict measures to get 

liquor license 
Written by Reece Ristau 
 

A new bar could be coming to the site of the former Reign Lounge, the embattled Florence 

establishment that lost its liquor license after a history of violent disturbances, noise and parking 

issues. 

But first, the new business owner had to agree to some unusual stipulations by the city that were 

designed to prevent the problems that plagued the bar at 8919 N. 30th St. 

Shawn English, who was a manager at Reign from 2017 to 2020, plans to start a business that he 

characterized as a “neighborhood tavern” in city documents. The Omaha City Council voted 4-1 

earlier this month to recommend approval of a license to the Nebraska Liquor Control 

Commission. 

That vote came after English agreed to 11 stipulations that, if violated, could cause him to lose the 

license. 

The bar will be limited to 75% of its capacity for its first six months. It cannot host DJs, live music 

or event promoters. Outdoor speakers cannot be directed at a nearby home, and the noise that 

emanates from the bar cannot exceed 60 decibels — similar to the volume of conversation in an 

office — from 9 p.m. to 7 a.m. 

English also must change the bar’s name from Reign Lounge within six months; install exterior 

lighting; frequently collect trash and debris from the property; install signs that tell people that 

nearby private parking lots are off limits; abide by coronavirus health directives; and refrain from 

violating rules that govern liquor licenses. 

Another stipulation states that James Overton, the former business owner, is prohibited from 

being on the property or working in any capacity for the bar. 

Violations of any of those agreements will trigger a hearing before the liquor commission, which 

could revoke the license. 

“These are some of the strictest measures I’ve seen agreed to in quite some time,” Councilman 

Pete Festersen said at a council meeting earlier this month. 

But Festersen ultimately voted against recommending a license, saying he was uncomfortable 

with a sublease agreement English has with Overton, who is still leasing the building from a 

different owner. 

Councilwoman Aimee Melton said she was willing to give English a chance because of the 

stipulations attached to the license. Councilman Brinker Harding said he thought the agreements 

showed good progress in turning the location around. 

The liquor commission will consider whether to grant the license at a future meeting. English 

declined to comment until the commission has made a decision. 
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Overton has said he started Reign Lounge with hopes of spurring a business district in Florence. 

But over a two-year period, neighbors and nearby business owners complained of unruly crowds, 

loud noise during early morning hours and insufficient parking. In January 2018, Reign made 

headlines after the shooting death of Army Sgt. Kyle LeFlore outside the bar. 

Overton said he had taken steps to address the problems by adding security and roping off 

parking lots, but after continued complaints, the City Council voted to recommend that Overton 

reapply for his license. In August, the liquor commission unanimously voted to deny Reign a 

license. 

John Lemen, a member of the Florence Citizens Patrol, lives about 700 feet from the bar. He said 

neighbors have enjoyed the quiet that came after Reign ceased operations. 

But as long as English sticks to the agreements with the city and operates a neighborhood bar 

where people can grab a drink, Lemen said he’ll be supportive. 

“As long as it reverts to a neighborhood bar ... I think we’re all in favor of it,” he said. 

Overton has sold the business to English, even though he’s still leasing the building from 

someone else, city documents indicate. 

On English’s liquor license application with the city, he said he has been convicted of two DUIs 

and an open container violation. In April, he was cited for violating a public health order. He told 

The World-Herald that he was eating with some employees in the bar, and at the time, a directed 

health measure by Gov. Pete Ricketts limited eateries to takeout or drive-thru orders only. 
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Less than half of Americans know that alcohol is a carcinogen. Big 
Booze wants to keep it that way. 

Written by Jessica Fu 
 

In retrospect, researchers Erin Hobin and Timothy Stockwell shouldn’t have been surprised that 

their first-of-its-kind experiment placing cancer warnings on 47,000 bottles of booze—funded by 

the Canadian government to the tune of $1 million (CDN)—got yanked. 

Designed to assess the impact of eye-catching labels, researchers set out to affix bright yellow 

stickers bearing health messages onto nearly every alcoholic drink for sale at the sole liquor store 

in the city of Whitehorse, Yukon, for eight months. “It was a rare and unique opportunity,” said 

Hobin, a public health scientist for the province of Ontario, in a recent interview. But as soon as 

the experiment began in late November 2017, disgruntled emails from the heads of Canada’s 

beer, liquor, and wine lobby groups began to roll in. They demanded the Yukon government halt 

the study, according to public records the researchers later obtained—by Christmas, it was 

suspended. 

Big Booze’s interference in what would have been an unprecedented study on alcohol cancer 

warnings is only one instance in a long history of efforts the industry has taken to sow doubt about 

drinking’s health effects. Other recent hits include the funding of flattering research and 

campaigns against policies that encourage drinking less. These actions muddy the general 

public’s understanding of how much it’s safe to drink—and in the cases of certain types of cancer, 

whether it’s safe to drink at all. 

Alcohol’s cancer link is irrefutable: In 1988, the World Health Organization (WHO) concluded that 

there is a causal relationship between ethanol—the specific type of alcohol in booze—and throat, 

liver, breast, and colon cancers. This link has since been acknowledged both by the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention—which advises that “for some conditions, such as certain types 

of cancer [for example, breast cancer] and liver disease, there is no known safe level of alcohol 

consumption”—as well as the U.S. Surgeon General, who has written that, “[for] breast cancer, 

studies have shown that even moderate drinking may increase the risk.” A public health analysis 

published last year estimated that the cancer risk posed by drinking one bottle of wine a week 

was comparable to smoking five cigarettes for men and 10 for women in the same time span. 

In late October, eight organizations led by the Consumer Federation of America filed a petition to 

the Department of the Treasury’s Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB), calling on 

the agency to set the record straight for consumers once and for all, by making explicit on all 

booze the fact that alcohol is a carcinogen. Since WHO’s declaration in 1988, our understanding 

of alcohol’s cancer risk has only become more clear, says Nigel Brockton, vice president of 

research at the American Institute for Cancer Research (AICR), one of the groups involved in the 

petition. 

“Although the link between cancer and alcohol has been [noted] for 30 years, we see it in much 

finer resolution than we were able to before,” he said. But here’s the catch: Despite the scientific 

consensus, less than half of the general public knows that alcohol is a carcinogen. 
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Part of this, Brockton suspects, may be due to the myth that moderate drinking can be heart-

healthy—an association that has long been debunked as a conclusion of shoddy analysis. 

Nonetheless, there’s a pervasive sense among the general drinking public that the science 

remains unsettled. That climate of doubt is no accident: A 2017 analysis found that industry-

affiliated groups regularly spread misinformation online to cast uncertainty around alcohol’s 

cancer link. Companies also sometimes engage in a practice dubbed “pinkwashing,” which 

involves branding alcoholic products with ribbons denoting breast cancer awareness to obscure 

ethanol’s carcinogenicity. (In 2018, Mother Jones published a detailed investigation examining the 

efforts that the alcohol industry has taken to mislead the public about alcohol’s cancer link.) 

As a result, public health advocates say, there is a frustratingly stubborn gulf between what 

experts know about alcohol’s cancer risk and the awareness of everyday drinkers. Cancer 

warnings are essential to closing that gap, said Thomas Gremillion, director of food policy at the 

Consumer Federation of America. Just take the impact of such labels on tobacco as an indication: 

Researchers have found that mandatory health messages are associated with increased 

knowledge about smoking’s risks, and that graphic warnings illustrative of particular risks like 

brain damage and cancer may increase interest in quitting. 

“On the one hand, you have this huge contribution of alcohol to cancer and the public health 

burden, and on the other hand, you’ve got a majority of Americans for whom alcohol as a cancer 

risk is not on their radar,” Gremillion said in an interview. “They don’t put two and two together.” 

That’s where cancer warnings can play a role, he added. Since November 1989, federal law has 

required every bottle of booze sold in the United States to bear a health message that warns 

pregnant women against drinking, and states that alcohol “may cause health problems.” However, 

the petition argues, this message hasn’t been updated in three decades and needs to be brought 

up to speed with the latest science. Gremillion says that the petition was inspired in part by Hobin 

and Stockwell’s study and it proposes a cancer warning identical to the one they used in Yukon. 

(In California, retailers must present alcohol cancer warnings to consumers at points of sale online 

and in stores, as required by Prop. 65. However, these are not required on products themselves, 

as such labeling falls under TTB oversight.) 

The process to make those labels a mandated national reality, however, will require multiple 

steps. First, TTB has to recommend any proposed label changes to Congress. Lawmakers will 

then have to approve them. “That’s a big lift,” Gremillion admitted. And if the interruption of the 

Yukon experiment is any indication, alcohol lobby groups will likely pull out all the stops to prevent 

it from happening. 

“I was surprised we were able to run it for [a month], honestly, before we got stopped,” said 

Stockwell, director of the Canadian Institute for Substance Use Research and professor of 

psychology at the University of Victoria. “I was thinking that that was only because it was in the 

Yukon, out in the middle of nowhere. Nobody quite knew what was going on until the launch—

that’s why we got away with it.” 

Despite the interruption, the team was able to pull a handful of telling findings from the cancer 

label’s four weeks in action: Shoppers in Whitehorse were significantly more likely to know about 

alcohol’s cancer risk than control groups. Researchers also found that total alcohol sales 
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decreased by more than six percent. These findings were published in the Journal of Studies on 

Alcohol and Drugs in May. 

“On their own, well-designed labels can increase consumer knowledge of national drinking 

guidelines and serious, largely unknown alcohol-related health risks, such as cancer, as well as 

reduce per capita alcohol consumption,” Hobin wrote in a email. 

The U.S. petitioners will likely face tremendous pushback from the industry. Recently, for 

example, after a scientific advisory committee suggested in July that the next iteration of the 

Dietary Guidelines (DGA) lower its moderate drinking limit for men from two drinks per day to 

one—industry groups, their representatives, and lawmakers to whom the groups had poured 

hundreds of thousands in campaign contributions raised furor over the recommendation. They 

challenged its scientific basis, and in statements to the media, resuscitated the discredited idea 

that drinking can have health benefits. 

These marketing and lobbying efforts have been frequently compared to Big Tobacco’s old 

playbook on staving off public health regulations.   

“The tobacco industry pioneered this by manipulating the science on heart disease and cancer, by 

hiring researchers who pretty much get on their payroll and then create doubt about the linkages,” 

said Thomas Babor, a professor of public health science at the University of Connecticut and the 

editor-in-chief of the Journal of Studies on Alcohol and Drugs. “The alcohol industry is not doing 

anything different. They really see science as a threat to their viability.” 

And much like in the case of tobacco, public health advocates don’t expect the general public’s 

attitudes toward alcohol to shift overnight. 

“[Alcohol] is a big part of our culture and of our society,” Hobin said. “Alcohol is present when 

we’re celebrating birthdays, weddings, anniversaries, in religious ceremonies. And because 

alcohol has been so prominent in our culture—that in and of itself creates a barrier because it’s 

been so normalized. In order to really start to rethink alcohol, it will take time and it will be 

gradual.” 

Right now, just two countries, South Korea and Ireland, have laws on the books requiring cancer 

warnings on booze. Gremillion’s hope for the Consumer Federation petition is that it also raises 

awareness of the alcohol-cancer link among the general public.  

“A warning—and even short of that—just drawing attention to this could have a real, significant 

public health impact,” he said. 

Down the line, widespread recognition may even result in greater pressure from drinkers 

themselves for cancer warnings. That might seem implausible, but Hobin and Stockwell’s study 

found that awareness is in fact linked to higher support for such messaging: “Those who know 

alcohol can cause cancer are 1.6 times more likely to support health warning labels relative to 

those who do not know,” the authors wrote. 

Any industry pushback—and there undoubtedly will be industry pushback—might even 

incidentally serve the campaign’s interests. Just look at what happened with Hobin and Stockwell: 

When the industry pressured the Yukon government to halt their work, the move sparked vocal 
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outrage and widespread coverage in both the domestic and international press. High-profile 

health columnist André Picard covered it, as did The New York Times and The Wall Street 

Journal. It wasn’t exactly the kind of exposure that researchers had expected, and it came with an 

unfamiliar degree of public esteem. 

“I’m used to being unpopular talking about alcohol, because we all love our drink, and anyone 

who moans about how it’s bad for you, and that it should be restricted and so on can be very 

unpopular,” Stockwell said. “I got so much support.” 
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Gov. Ricketts needs to roll back measures 
Written by Lanette Richards 
 

Monument Prevention Coalition has joined other coalitions across the country to call on governors 

to roll back temporary measures put into place in response to COVID-19 that expanded alcohol 

availability across the country, including two Executive Orders issued by Governor Ricketts in 

March. The first allows curbside pickup of alcohol and the second expanded alcohol-to-go to 

cocktails and other mixed drinks. These exemptions must be reversed as soon as businesses 

return to normal operations. 

Nebraska ranks among the top five worst states in the country for its rates of binge drinking and 

self-reported drunk driving. At a time like this when mental health is increasingly important, we 

should be reducing alcohol availability given that studies have reported higher rates of 

depression, suicidal ideation, and domestic violence during the pandemic. Alcohol is a risk factor 

for all of them. 

The alcohol industry will surely try to capitalize on this moment and push for these changes to be 

made permanent next year when new legislative bills are introduced. Monument Prevention 

Coalition strongly supports strengthening science-based policies to prevent further harms from 

alcohol. We’d urge community members to share their thoughts on this issue with Senator Tom 

Briese, who chairs the committee that deals with alcohol policy, via e-mail at tbriese@leg.ne.gov 

or at 402-471-2631. 


